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“Land which appears to be in such a condition, by 

reason of substances in, on or under the land that 

significant harm is being caused or there is 

significant possibility of such harm being caused to 

human life and the environment”.

To meet this definition there must therefore be the 

following components:

Source

Pathway

Receptor

What is contaminated land?
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Councils responsibilities for contaminated land

•The council has a responsibility for contaminated 

land under 3 main areas. 

•Under S31 (1) of the RMA.

•Under Section 44A of the local government official 

information and meetings act. 

•As a landowner of the many public buildings in 

Christchurch.
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1. Consent process: Make sure reports are adequate, check 

validity, suitability of study etc.  

2. As a regulator maintaining lists of contaminated sites and 

providing knowledge to consultants, the public and 

colleagues about these issues. 

3. Receive complaints from a member of the public regarding 

a potentially contaminated site. 

4. Health issues, enquiry from the public regarding an illness 

or ailment that could be linked to a contaminated site. 

The main roles of an environmental health 

officer related to contaminated land
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The consent process

Planning section receives a LIM regarding a 

consent.

Planner goes through a checklist of criteria to 

determine if EHOs, HSNO etc. need to be 

consulted. This includes checking the webmap 

system.

EHO engaged to assess contaminated land 

aspect of the report
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Interpreting a consultants report

• EHO reads any consultants report and 
comments on its validity. Liaises with 
planner regarding any gaps in information. 
EHO has 15 working days to respond to 
consultant unless RFI required. 

• EHO compiles report for planner to include 
in their final submission. Report to include 
potential future site use, impacts on 
neighbouring property including health 
risks.

• Webmap updated if necessary, and any 
remediation work agreed with CCC.
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•Research current / historic land 

uses.

•Establish list of sites where 

contamination may have occurred.

•Prioritise sites.

•Encourage/enforce cleanup

The role of a local 

authority as the regulator
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Providing knowledge

•Council at present holds approximately ¾ of all 

contaminated land information for Christchurch 

city

•Location of contaminating activity

•Remediation works

•Recorded past contamination  

•ECan data (Permitted activity/bore 

hole/discharge permit)

•Ground contamination (landfill details, erosion) 

•Historic photographs
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The Complaint Process

Tank 

Removal

Dumping 

toxic 

waste

Asbestos

P Labs
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Health Issues

Receive complaint from 

member of the public or 

referral from GP

Check webmap for possible 

sources of contamination

Preliminary site investigation. 

If workplace environment 

contact OSH, if property 

owned by landlord contact 

owner
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Contaminated land and the city plan

The Christchurch City District Plan (The "City Plan") is 

a document prepared under the Resource 

Management Act (RMA) 1991. It’s purpose is to 

provide a framework for the management of land use 

and subdivision within the City. 

In relation to contaminated land the two main areas the 

city plan addresses are soil contamination and land 

formerly subject to filling. 
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•Discharges threaten ground and surface water, marine life 

and surrounding flora. The city plan addresses this in 3 ways:

1. Consent process: Specify amounts of hazardous substances 

stored on site, measures to contain spillages or discharges, 

such as bunding, required where necessary.

2. Disposal of identified hazardous substances confined to 

approved sites where impacts disposal are known and are at 

environmentally acceptable levels.

3. Reprocessing of hazardous substances or other wastes 

provided for and subject to necessary conditions where 

appropriate. 

Soil contamination

http://www.nzieh.org.nz/index.html


Contamination from landfill

Acceptable fill material is 

specified in the cityplan 

Provision also made for 

deposition of hardfill 

Sealing layers used rather 

than distribute contaminated 

soil as fill material elsewhere in 

the city. 
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RMA–site by site 

based. Applies to 

variety of materials 

including hazardous 

substances. 

Controls release of 

substances to the 

environment

RMA and human health

Both the HSNO Act and the RMA work together to protect human 

health and the environment from the effects of hazardous 

substances. What is the difference between the HSNO Act and 

the RMA?

HSNO–substance 

based and applies 

only to hazardous 

substances as 

defined in the 

HSNO Act & 

Regulations. 

Controls focused 

on the substance
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Examples of how HSNO and the 

RMA work together

Councils can make stricter, but not lesser, 

standards for the control of hazardous 

substances on a site-by-site basis under 

the RMA.

HSNO controls dictate design of 

equipment etc 

Local authority may require containment 

for substance if there is increased 

sensitivity of the surrounding area

Everyone must comply with HSNO when planning and issuing 

new consents under the RMA. 
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The RMA relating to ground/surface water

ECan deal with deliberate 

discharge to ground water.

CCC deal with non point 

source discharges such as 

rainfall seeping through old 

landfill site or railway 

workings.

RMA 1991 is used to, “promote the sustainable 

management of natural and physical resources”.

http://www.nzieh.org.nz/index.html


Protecting the aquifers

The Council has a duty to take account of potential impacts of likely 

land use activities on groundwater and impose necessary controls on 

those which have potential to adversely affect its qualities.

Clearwater and Isaac Conservation Park Zones lie within the 

principal recharge area for the confined aquifer system where 

Christchurch sources high quality community drinking water. 
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Summary

•EHO role relating to contaminated land covers many 
areas including enforcement, education, technical 
interpretation and site investigation.

•EHOs use a variety of data sources from property files, 
HSNO records to consultants reports and ECan data.

•The remit covers everything from ensuring new 
subdivisions are compliant with contaminated land 
legislation to investigating health complaints and aquifer 
protection.

http://www.nzieh.org.nz/index.html


The Future

•Increased technical knowledge required for interpretation 
of consultants reports and use of sampling equipment 

•A contaminated land database maintained and updated 
by one specific authority with access to CCC and TA 
files

•More control over landfill and better documentation of 
site history and possible contamination 
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Any questions?

References: 
www.ecan.govt.nz 

www.ermanz.govt.nz

www.mfe.govt.nz

www.ccc.govt.nz/CityPlan 
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