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SOUTHLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL  

 

CAMPING CONTROL BYLAW 2007 

 

 

That pursuant to its powers under the Local Government Act 2002 and the Bylaws 

Act 1910 the Southland District Council resolves to make the following Bylaw: 

 

THE SOUTHLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL CAMPING CO NTROL BYLAW  2007 

 

Analysis 

 

1. Title and Commencement 5. Restrictions on Camping 

2. Revocation 6. Directions to be followed 

3. Interpretation 7. Offences 

4. Purpose 8. Penalties 

 

 

1.0  TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT  

 

 (a) These Bylaws may be cited as the Southland District Council Camping 

Control Bylaw 2007. 

 

 (b) These Bylaws shall come into force on 31 March 2008. 

 

 

2.0 REVOCATION  

 

 The Southland District Council Camping Control Bylaw 2000 and amendments 

are hereby revoked.   

 

  

3.0 INTERPRETATION  

 

 In these Bylaws unless the context otherwise requires: 

 

 ñCampò includes staying overnight in any public place or in any building, 

structure, tent, on a public place or in any boat, vehicle including any 

campervan, caravan, or any other vehicle that is capable of use for 

accommodation purpose parked on a public place (and ñcampingò has a 

corresponding meaning) 

 

 ñCouncilò means the Southland District Council. 

 

 ñDistrictò means the district of the Southland District Council. 
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 ñLicensed Camping Groundò means a camping ground in respect of which 

there is a current certificate of registration issued under the Camping Ground 

Regulations 1985. 

 

 ñPublic Placeò means all lands, buildings or facilities owned or administered 

by the Council, the Crown or Public Body and to which the public has access 

whether by right on usage and includes all roads whether formed or unformed, 

foreshore, beaches and lake and watercourse margins. 

 

 ñSelf-containedò means having the ability to contain all waste including toilet 

waste within a camper van or similar vehicle for retention in the vehicle for 

later disposal at a suitable site. 

 

 

4.0 PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this Bylaw is to: 

 

(a) Conserve the public health, wellbeing and safety of the public at large 

who freedom camp or come into contact with freedom camping 

activities throughout the District; 

 

(b) Ensure the public at large have equity in use of all of the areas under 

control of the Council; 

 

(c) Ensure the public at large have the opportunity to enjoy in an affordable 

manner the diverse nature of the District; 

 

(d) Clearly define for freedom campers the controls desired by the 

community of Southland; 
 

(e) Allow the prohibition of restriction of camping in public places as 

defined in the Bylaw; 

 

 

5.0 RESTRICTIONS ON CAMPING  

 

5.1 No person without the prior written permission of Council shall camp in a 

public place in the areas of the District specified in the Schedule to these 

Bylaws, for any period longer than that specified (unless it is a licensed 

camping ground).  Unless specifically stated where camping is allowed for a 

specified period, this period shall not be exceeded in any calendar month. 

 

5.2 During the continuance of these Bylaws the Council may from time to time by 

resolution publicly notified add to amend or alter the Schedule to this Bylaw 

and any such addition, amendment, alteration shall be deemed to form part of 

the Schedule to this Bylaw. 
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5.3 ñCouncil recognises the provisions of Sections 255-268 of the  

Ngai Tahu Claims Settlement Act 1998 in relation to nohoanga entitlements.  

The provisions of this Bylaw do not impinge upon or reduce the rights in 

relation to nohoanga entitlements available under this Act. 

 

 

6.0 DIRECTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED  

 

6.1 Every person who camps in a public place in accordance with permission given 

pursuant to Clause 5 of this Bylaw: 

 

 (a) Shall observe any direction, which is given by written consent of the 

Council. 

 

 (b) Shall leave the area on which he/she camps clean and tidy after use. 

 

6.2 No person who camps in a public place in accordance with permission given 

pursuant to Clause 5 of this Bylaw shall remain camped after he/she has been 

directed to leave by an authorised officer of the Council on the grounds that 

he/she has acted in a manner likely to offend or annoy other people or has 

damaged or appears likely to cause damage to the public place. 

 

 

7.0 OFFENCES 

 

 Every person who shall do or omit or cause to be done or omitted or knowingly 

permit or suffer to be done or omitted anything whatsoever, contrary to or 

otherwise than as provided by this Bylaw, commits an offence. 

 

 

8.0 PENALTIES  

 

 Every person who commits an offence against these Bylaws is liable to a fine 

not exceeding $20,000.   
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This Bylaw has been confirmed by resolution passed at a meeting of the 

Southland District Council held on 26 March 2008 

 

 

THE COMMON SEAL of 

SOUTHLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 

was hereunto affixed in the 

presence of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAYOR  

 

 

 

 

 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
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SDC Camping Bylaw 2007 - Schedule 

 

Location Site Description Map Camping Policy 

Athol Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

A1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 
Map A1 

Colac Bay/Oraka 

Township 

Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

C1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Freedom camping for up to two days to be allowed on Colac 

Foreshore Road fronting Oraka blocks G, H and J (between the boat 
ramp and the shelter shed), for self-contained units only.  Camping 

prohibited on all other public places within area shown on Map C1 

Curio Bay Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

C2 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map C2 

Dipton Dipton South 
Rest Area (SH6) 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 
R2 

Dunsdale Dunsdale 

Recreation Reserve 

Recreation Reserve D2 Freedom camping for up to three days to be allowed on area shown 

on Map D2 

Drummond Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

D1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map D1 

Fairfax Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

F1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map F1 

Fairlight Fairlight Rest Area  
(SH 6) 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 
R2 

Five Rivers The Jollies Rest 

Area (SH 6) 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

R2 

Fortrose Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

F3 Freedom camping for up to two days to be allowed within Area A 

shown on Map F3. 

Self contained freedom camping for up to four months per calendar 
year to be allowed within Area B shown on Map F3. 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within Area C shown 

on Map F3. 

Gorge Road Gorge Road  

Recreation Reserve 

Recreation Reserve G1 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

G1 

Haldane Weirs Beach 

Reserve 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

H1 Freedom camping for up to 28 days per calendar year to be allowed 

on area shown on Map H1 

Lumsden Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

L1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map L1 

Manapouri Hillside Manapouri 

Road bridge over 

the Whitestone 
Stream 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Marginal Strips 

M1 Overnight camping only within area shown on Map M1 

Manapouri Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

M2 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 
Map M2 

Mandeville Taylor Park Old Gravel Pit M3 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

M3 

Mossburn So Big Rest Area  
(SH 94) 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 
R2 

Mossburn Hamilton Creek 

Rest Area  

(SH 94) 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

R2 

Mossburn Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

M5 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

M5 
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Location Site Description Map Camping Policy 

Nightcaps Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

N1 Overnight camping only within area shown hatched on Map N1 

Other camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map N1 

 

Ohai Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

O1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map O1 

Orepuki Monkey Island  

Picnic Area 

Road O2 Freedom camping for up to 28 days per calendar year to be allowed 

on Road Reserve as shown on Plan O2 

Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 
O2 

Otautau Alec McKenzie  

Arboretum 
(Glenburn) 

Park and Arboretum O3 Freedom camping in grassed picnic area for up to four days to be 

allowed on area shown on Map 03 

Otautau Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

O4 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map O4 

Riverton/Aparima 

Township 

Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

R1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map R1 

Stewart Island/Rakiura 

(Oban township and 

surrounding area) 

Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

S1 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

S1 

Te Anau Geological Reserve 

Rest Area (SH 94) 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

R2 

Te Anau Te Anau to Ewe 
Burn Bridge 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 
R2 

Te Anau Whitestone Stream 

Rest Area (SH 94) 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Marginal Strips 

R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

R2 

Te Anau Mararoa River Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 
R2 

Te Anau Outlet Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

T2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

T2 

Te Anau Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

T3 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 
Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map T3 

The Key SH 94 Bridge over  
the Mararoa River 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Marginal Strips 

T4 Overnight camping only within area shown on Map T4 

Thornbury Aparima River 

Bridge Reserve 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

T5 Freedom camping for up to 28 days per calendar year to be allowed 

on area shown on Map T5. 

Thornbury Playground 

Cnr Foster Road & 

Broderick Street 

SDC Property T6 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

T6 

Tuatapere McCrackenôs Rest 
Area(SH 99) 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Marginal Strips 

R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 
R2 

Tuatapere Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

T7 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 
Map T7 

Waikaia Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

W1 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 
Map W1 

Waikawa Township Waikawa 

Recreation Reserve 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

W6 Overnight camping only within area shown on Map W6 
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Location Site Description Map Camping Policy 

Wairio Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

W2 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 
Map W2 

Wallacetown Wallacetown Rest 

Area (SH 99) 

Roads (formed and unformed) 

Marginal Strips 

R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

R2 

Wallacetown Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

W3 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

W3 

Winton Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

W4 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

W4 

Winton Winton Cemetery 

Rest Area (SH 6) 

Road R2 Camping prohibited on all public places within area shown on Map 

R2 

Wyndham Township Various Roads (formed and unformed) 

Reserves and marginal strips 

W5 Camping within Licensed Camping Grounds only 

Camping prohibited on all other public places within area shown on 

Map W5 
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