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Southland adults lag behind the rest of New Zealand when it
comes to belting up in the back seat.

The latest Ministry of Transport adult rear seat passenger survey
showed only 64 percent of adult back-seat passengers in
Southland wore seatbelts, compared to the national average of
89 percent.

Road Safety Southland Community Advisor Jane Ballantyne said
Southland’s low percentage of adult rear seat safety belt
compliance is to some extent dragged down by the very low
stats recorded in the Gore Region, which sits at just 53 percent
compliance.

“But that is no excuse for the rest of Southland to become
complacent.” Road Safety Southland, along with ACC and Police,
are running a campaign to hit this message home this month
and will mainly target the Gore and surrounding District areas.

Southland Strategic Traffic Unit Senior Sergeant Kerrin Price said
seat belt offenders tend to be more high risk road users and are
likely to have committed other offences such as speeding.

Seat belt effectiveness is directly related to speeding behaviour
in that the higher the travel speed the greater the injury potential
(and need for some form of protection) in a crash situation, Mr
Price said. Increasing the level of seat belt usage requires a
coordinated approach involving education, engineering and
enforcement measures. Ms Ballantyne said during other
campaigns it has been found that whether people buckle up

tended to be due to habit. People felt a false sense of security in
the back seat and did not realize the danger they put themselves
and front seat passengers in.

“The risk of death to front seat passengers who are wearing
safety belts increases by 400 percent when someone in the back
seat hasn’t belted up,” Ms Ballantyne said. The ministry website
states: “Wearing a safety belt reduces your chance of death or
serious injury in a crash by 40 percent whether you sit in the rear
or front seat.”

ACC Injury Prevention Consultant Nic Miller said increasing the
wearing of seat belts can benefit the Southland community
through the reduction in the frequency and severity of injury claims
resulting from a motor vehicle crash. Over the past six months in
Southland, three rear seat passengers, who were not wearing a
safety belt at the time of the crash, were killed.  In New Zealand
more than 30 lives would be saved each year if people wore
their safety belts.

Mr Price said: “It’s brilliant to have the support of other road
safety conscious agencies (ACC, local Councils, Plunket, and
Road Safe etc) as we work collaboratively around the province
at checkpoints and the like, to increase compliance rates.

“Injury is a major public health issue and represents a significant
cost to the country so there is plenty of room for improvement
and significant savings can be made by some fairly simple
actions, like wearing your seat belt.”
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I am sure, like most of us, there have been times when you
have approached roadworks and thought “oh no, more
delays,” and felt frustrated.

And no doubt there have been times, when roadworks are
unmanned, when you have been tempted to ignore the speed
restrictions, confident that your driving skills are such that the
limit couldn’t possibly apply to you, or simply observing that
the speed restriction is unwarranted because no road work is
currently occurring.

More than half the crashes that occur at road works occur at
night, when the majority of the road works are not taking place
and are due to drivers losing control of their vehicle because
they ignored the posted road works signs, in particular
temporary speed limits.

There is a perception that when signs are out and there are
no road workers in sight that workers have just forgotten to
take them in. This is rarely the case and often the signs have
been left out because the new surface is still dangerous until it
is consolidated. In 2005 the NZ Courts and Coroner said that
road signs are to be left out a lot longer than previously because

contractors are obliged to inform motorists, motorcyclists and
cyclists of any problems with the road. This includes any new
road works recently completed

Motorists caught speeding through roadworks are often shocked
by the size of their fine, as the fine is determined by the speed
they are travelling over the temporary limit.  In instances where
offenders’ speeds exceed the threshold set in law, drivers have
lost their licence at the scene and they are suspended on the
spot from driving for 28 days.

Drivers simply must understand that the signs are there for the
purpose of safety for themselves and the roadworkers.

Signs out and no road workers?
By Jane Ballantyne



* denotes a public holiday
Athol Shop 1:00 - 3:00 Mon 5 May 26 May 30 June 28 July
Balfour Tavern 9:30 - noon Tues 22 April 20 May 17 June 15 July

6.00 - 8.00 Tues 6 May 3 June 1 July 29 July
Blackmount School 11:00 - 12:00 Mon 21 April 19 May 16 June 14 July
Colac Bay Foreshore 12:30 - 2:00 Thurs 8 May 5 June 3 July 31 July
Dacre School 11:00 - 12:30 Fri 9 May 6 June 4 July 1 Aug
Drummond Tavern 3:30 - 5:00 Thurs 1 May 29 May 26 June 24 July
Edendale Car Park 2:00 - 4:30 Fri 9 May 6 June 14 July 1 Aug

2:00 - 4:30 Mon * 23 May 20 June 18 July

Feldwick Hall 9:30 -10:30 Mon 21 April 19 May 16 June 14 July
Five Rivers Hall 3:30 - 5:00 Mon 5 May 26 May 30 June 28 July
Fortrose Picnic Area 2:30 - 4:00 Thurs 17 April 15 May 12 June 10 July
Garston Main Street 10:30 -11:30 Mon 5 May 26 May 30 June 28 July
Glenham Hall 11:30 - 1:00 Thurs 17 April 15 May 12 June 10 July
Gorge Rd Hall 9:00 -11:30 Tues 15 April 13 May 10 June 8 July
Hauroko Valley School 1:30 - 4:00 Mon 21 April 19 May 16 June 14 July
Hedgehope Hall 10:00 -11:30 Fri 2 May 30 May 27 June 25 July
Longbush Kindergarten 9:00 - 10:00 Fri * 23 May 20 June 18 July

Mokoreta Hall 9:30 - 10:30 Thurs 17 April 15 May 12 June 10 July
Mossburn RSA 2:00 - 4:30 Tues 22 April 20 May 17 June 15 July

2:00 - 4:30 Tues 6 May 3 June 1 July 29 July
Orepuki Main St 2.30 - 4.00 Thurs 8 May 5 June 3 July 31 July
Otara Hall 2:00 - 4:00 Wed 16 April 14 May 11 June 9 July
Pukerau School 9:30 - 11:30 Wed 23 April 21 May 18 June 16 July
Rimu School            9:00 - 10:00 Fri 9 May 6 June 4 July 1 Aug
Riversdale Hall 2:00 - 5:00 Thurs 24 April 22 May 19 June 17 July

11:00 - 1:30 Wed 7 May 4 June 2 July 30 July
Roslyn Bush Playcentre 1:00 - 2:00 Fri 2 May 30 May 27 June 25 July
Ryal Bush Church 2:30 - 4:00 Fri 2 May 30 May 27 June 25 July
Te Tipua School 11:00 - 12:30 Fri * 23 May 20 June 18 July

Thornbury Shop 9:30 - 11:00 Thurs 8 May 5 June 3 July 31 July
Tokanui Main St 1:30 - 4:00 Fri 18 April 16 May 13 June 11 July

10:00 - noon Wed 30 April 28 May 25 June 23 July
Waianiwa Hall 1:30 - 3:00 Thurs 1 May 29 May 26 June 24 July
Waikaia Hall 11:00 - 12:30 Thurs 24 April 22 May 19 June 17 July

3:00 - 5:00 Wed 7 May 4 June 2 July 30 July
Waikaka Main St 2:00 - 4:00 Wed 23 April 21 May 18 June 16 July
Waikawa Hall 10:00 - noon Fri 18 April 16 May 13 June 11 July
Waimahaka Hall 10:00 - noon Wed 16 April 14 May 11 June 9 July
Wallacetown Com Centre 9:00 - noon Thurs 1 May 29 May 26 June 24 July
Wendon Hall 9:00 - 10:30 Wed 7 May 4 June 2 July 30 July
Wendonside Hall 9:30 - 10:30 Thurs 24 April 22 May 19 June 17 July
Willowbank School 12:30 - 1:30 Wed 23 April 21 May 18 June 16 July
Woodlands Shop 2:00 - 4:00 Tues 15 April 13 May 10 June 8 July

2:00 - 4:00 Wed 30 April 28 May 25 June 23 July

Any queries, requests or renewals: please telephone the Winton library 0800 732 542. 
Note: the following areas have fortnightly visits: Balfour, Riversdale, Waikaia, Mossburn, Edendale, Tokanui, Woodlands.

Renewals can be made by email to: wintonlibrary@southlanddc.govt.nz

Mobile Library Timetable
15 April 2008 - 1 August 2008
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All Offices & Inquiries....0800 732 732

Fax ................................. 0800 732 329

District Libraries ...........0800 732 542

Civil Defence (24HRS) ...0800 248 333

Rural Fire Permits ........ 0800 773 363

Email .............. sdc@southlanddc.govt.nz

Website .......... www.southlanddc.govt.nz

15 Forth Street, PO Box 903,  Invercargill 9840

CONTACT
DETAILS

SMART, the Southland Multi-Agency Response Team, is an emergency response
team made up of police, fire, ambulance and civil defence specialists.

It was launched in Winton recently after a review of emergency service
capabilities in Southland identified the need for a team with specialised rescue
activity skills.

Team manager Bill Obers said team members brought their own skills to
SMART and then as a team upskilled, learning from each other and becoming
confident in many areas.

Last year the team did general rescue and urban search and rescue training
and this year it would train in pre-hospital care. There are eight members in
the team and the aim is to have 26 members Southland-wide.

Council representative Cr Brian Drummond said things had progressed well
since SMART got registration from the Ministry of Civil Defence and

The Civil Defence display
won a ribbon for the
most informative trade
exhibit at the Winton
A & P Show recently.

Council Emergency
Management Officer
Tom Shaw said the site
was busy with lots of
children interested in the
earthquake simulator.

Get SMART when there’s an emergency near you

Civil Defence

The SMART members show off their skills at the launch day.

Emergency Management, which took nearly 18
months.

The eight had worked hard and were highly trained
in particular areas and more people were becoming
involved from the emergency organisations,
Cr Drummond said.

The launch was to show what SMART was about
and to encourage funders to support it so the team
could buy some more equipment, he said.




