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Road Safety and Matters Required to be Addressed Pursuant               
to the Land Transport Management Act 2003 
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1. Road Safety 

1.1 Introduction 

Land Transport NZ (now NZTA) provides an annual report highlighting the key road safety issues, and 
identifying possible ways and means of reducing the level of road trauma.  The report is specifically for the 
Southland District, and is based on the reported crash data and trends for the preceding five year period. 
 
A copy of the most recent report is in Attachment 'A' to this appendix. 
 

1.2 How Road Safety Addressed 

Road safety is managed in a variety of ways, viz: 
 

A Safety Management Plan 
The Council has a Safety Management Plan that ensures that it and its consultants, contractors have a 
consistent, comprehensive, systematic and proactive approach to road safety throughout the District. 
 
The plan contains several goals: 
 

i) A consistent road environment. 
 

ii) Consideration of safety at all stages of road programme development.  
 

iii) The identification of deficiencies. 
 

iv) The identification of special user groups. 
 

v) The promotion of a safety culture. 
 

vi) Responsible information management. 
 
Each goal has several objectives, and there is a range of delivery mechanisms. 

Working Closely with Others 
The Council works very closely with the New Zealand Police (in their traffic enforcement role) and with all of the 
other local authorities in the Southland Region, with the health agencies and with Road Safety Southland – a 
trust that has been set up to promote road safety throughout the Region. 

The National Road Safety Administration Programme 
Policing is now a separate budget in the Regional Land Transport Plan.  Community focused activities have 
replace safety programme.   
 
Annually, NZTA prepares a National Land Transport Administration Programme that includes the proposed 
budget for enforcement and safety education by the New Zealand Police.  
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In the process of doing that, it invites comments from the local authorities. 
 
Community Based Activities include safety projects.  Projects are submitted to the Road Safety Trust for 
prioritisation before inclusion in the Land Transport programme.  In this way safety programmes are targeted to 
the needs of the Community. 

 
Council (along with its road safety partners) carefully consider the trends that have been shown up through 
NZTA’s annual safety report, and consider where the available funds and effort should best be targeted, e.g. on: 
 

i) Speed control; 
 

ii) Drink and drugged driving; 
 

iii) Restraint device control; 
 

iv) Visible road safety enforcement; or 
 

v) Education. 
 
Programmes are designed to be run in conjunction with Police and ACC National Safety Companies.  Council 
will continue to obtain maximum advantage from the assistance available under NZTA’s Community Focused 
Activities Programme.  These are currently funded at 75% by NZTA with the remaining 25% being in kind 
contributions by community groups. 

Engineering Programmes 
Each year, when it is preparing its capital works programme for the ensuing twelve month period, the Council 
reviews the extent to which provision may have to be made for minor improvement works, such as: 
 

i) Curve realignment; 
 

ii) Visibility improvements; 
 

iii) Improved street lighting; 
 

iv) Shoulder widening;   
 

v) Better signage; and 
 

vi) Reviewing and setting appropriate speed limits. 

Community Road Safety Programmes 
To support community road safety initiatives the Road Safety Southland Charitable Trust invites applications 
each year under the NZTA Community Road Safety Programme (CRSP). 
 
This provides financial assistance to communities to enable them to address their own road safety issues, such 
as: 
 

i) 'Safe with Age' driving programmes; 
 

ii) Child restraint and safety belt education; 
 

iii) Community alcohol programmes; 
 

iv) Driver licensing and novice driver assistance; 
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v) Vulnerable road user programmes; 
 

vi) Early intervention programmes (encouraging safe driving practices); 
 

vii) Fatigue education; 
 

viii) Driving too fast for the conditions; 
 

and so on.  
 
Road Safety Southland (a joint venture between Invercargill City Council, Gore District Council and Southland 
District Council) manages the support and funding for these programmes, and some programmes through the 
Southland District Council Land Transport Programme are managed by the Road Safety Coordinator. 
 
Road safety management is a key aspect of the Council's road controlling responsibilities, and the injury and 
crash trends are continuously monitored (see Appendix 'B').  Table O.1 shows what the overall trend has been 
for the last ten years. 

 
Table O.1  Reported Fatal and Injury Crashes – Ten Year Trend 

 
 

More emphasis will be required on reducing the current crash rates in Southland if the GPS targets are to be 
achieved. 

2. Levels of Service Relating to Safety 
Appendix B lists the Levels of Service that Southland District aims to provide to its communities and the 
changes in targets developed for the next 10 years. 
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Many of these have an element of safety associated with them with several of these measures relating directly to safety, including: 
 
 
id Level of Service Key Performance Indicator 

Actual Our Targets 
07/08 09/10 10/11 11/12 2012-19 

LT09 Technical 
(AMP measure) 

Roads to be wide enough for 
traffic to travel at the designated 
speed 

The length of 
sealed roads 
that have 
sealed widths 
less than the 
recommended 
minimum 

75% 73% 71% 69% 

LT10 Roads and bridges to provide a safe 
roading network for all road users 

Reducing number of total injury 
crashes due to road factors 
(average) 

Reducing over 

five years 

A reducing 

trend 

A reducing 

trend 

A reducing 

trend 

A reducing 

trend 
LT13 To provide an adequate level of street 

lighting for safe and efficient movement 
of vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians. 

Percentage of residents satisfied 
with basic lighting levels in urban 
streets. 

86% 80% 80% 80% 80% 

LT18 To inspect bridges to maintain safety % required bridge inspections 
each year 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

LT19 To help direct Police efforts to areas of 
highest need in road safety within the 
District 

% of total Police hours 
programmed for safety within the 
Southland District are delivered 

New Measure 100% 100% 100% 100% 
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3. Land Transport Programme 2009/2012 
The Southland District Council Land Transport Programme is incorporated into the Regional Land Transport 
Programme fulfilling the requirements of the Land Transport Management Amendment Act 2008. 
 

4. Issues 
 

• Continue to follow up items/issues covered in the SMS to improve road safety overall. 
• Develop policies on priorities for various types of improvements such as slip lanes and turning lanes, guard 

railing, etc use the deficiency database to help prioritise this.   
• Incorporate 2009/12 Roading Programme in format to comply with Land Transport Management Act 2003.  

(No longer required as The Southland District Council Land Transport Programme is incorporated into the 
Regional Land Transport Programme fulfilling the requirements of the Land Transport Management 
Amendment Act 2008). 
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5. Future Action and Improvements 
 

Schedule 
Future Improvement Priorities 

 
Ref. 
No. 

Item  Appendix Relative Urgency  Comments 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

O1 Establish follow up processes on items/issues covered 
in the SMS to improve road safety overall 

    
 

   

O2 Develop policies on priorities for various types of 
improvements such as slip lanes and turning lanes, 
guard railing, etc. 

    
 
 

  These could feed into the deficiency database. 

O3 Incorporate 2009/12 Roading Programme in format to 
comply with Land Transport Management Act 2003 

    
 

  No longer required as Land Transport Management Amendment Act 2008 
incorporates this into Regional Land Transport Programme. 

 
 
 
 

Key:  
 1 = Extremely urgent (needs to be addressed now) 
 2 = Very urgent 
 3 = Urgent 
 4 = Reasonably or fairly urgent 
 5 = Not urgent 
 6 = A good idea for some time in the future 
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