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SOUTHLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

DOG CONTROL BYLAW 2009 
 
 
Pursuant to the Local Government Act 2002, and the Dog Control Act 1996, the Southland 
District Council makes the following Bylaw. 
 
1. TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT 
 
 This Bylaw may be cited as the Southland District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2009 

and shall come into force on the 2nd day of November 2009. 
 
 
2. REPEAL 
 
 The Southland District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2008 No. 2 together with all 

subsequent amendments are repealed. 
 
 
3. INTERPRETATION 
 

(a) In this Bylaw, unless inconsistent with the context:  
 

ñThe Actò means the Dog Control Act 1996 and amendments. 
 
"Council" means the Southland District Council. 
 

 "District" means the district of the Southland District Council. 
 

 ñEffective Controlò means continually under the surveillance of some 
responsible person who may exercise control of the dog by way of signal or 
voice command. 

 
 "Impound" means to impound in a pound facility. 

 
(b) Any term or expression not defined in this bylaw but which is defined by the 

Act shall have the meaning given to it by the Act. 
 
 
4. SHELTER FOR DOGS 
 

(a) The owner of any dog shall provide for it a weatherproof kennel or place of 
confinement of adequate size with access to clean water, constructed on well 
drained ground and, in the case of a kennel without other means of 
confinement, provided with a fixed chain or running wire which allows the dog 
free movement about the kennel and such kennel or place of confinement 
shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition.  Subject to the provisions of 
Clause 8 a place of confinement may include a dwelling. 

 
(b) No owner of any dog shall keep it on any premises in any kennel or place of 

confinement, any part of which shall be nearer than two metres to any 
boundary of those premises. 
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5. CONTROL OF DOGS 
 

(a) No person shall take any dog other than a working dog that is working on to 
any public place that is listed as prohibited in Schedule 1 or allow or permit 
any dog other than a working dog that is working to enter or remain in that 
place. 

 
(b) No person shall take any dog other than a working dog that is working on to 

any of the following places or allow or permit any dog other than a working 
dog that is working to enter or remain in that place unless it is under 
continuous control by means of a lead, leash, container or other effective and 
contrivance: 
 

 Å  Howells Point Recreation Reserve or on the Moana Street and Rocks 
Highway road reserves located to the north-east, south and west of 
Sections 31 and 32, Block II, Jacobs River Hundred, Riverton; and 

 
 Å  Horseshoe Point-Braggs Bay Walking Track which has been formed 

predominantly on road reserve but at times it encroaches on the 
property contained in Certificate of Title SL7D/889 and in respect of this 
encroachment the Southland District Council holds a licence to occupy 
as recorded on encumbrance ENC7125279 dated 20 October 2006.  
The track commences from the west side of Section 23, Block I, 
Paterson Survey District, GIS co-ordinates East 2139585, North 
5358997, and finishes on the north-east corner of Lot 2, DP 2516, GIS 
co-ordinates East 2139497, North 5357808; and 

 
 Å  Fortrose Picnic and Camping Ground and boat ramp area legally 

described as Section 21, Block I, Town of Fortrose, Section 37, Block 
VIII, Toetoes Survey District and the adjacent legal bed of the Toetoes 
Harbour.  

 
 Å  Urban Resource Areas as indicated within the Operative Southland 

District Plan 2001 within the townships of Balfour, Browns, Colac Bay, 
Edendale, Lumsden, Manapouri, Mossburn, Nightcaps, Oban, Ohai, 
Otautau, Riversdale, Riverton, Te Anau, Tuatapere, Waikaia, 
Wallacetown, Winton and Wyndham; and 

 
 Å  Woodlands Community Development Area; and 
 
 Å  Orepuki and Thornbury Special Rating areas, 
 
 as indicated on the maps attached to this Bylaw. 
 
(c) Any dog may be exercised in the public places designated as areas where 

dogs may be exercised as contained within Schedule I attached hereto, 
without being restrained by means of a lead or leash provided such dog is 
kept under continuous effective control whilst being exercised. 

 
(d) Any owner or person in charge of a dog that is prohibited from a public place 

as provided in sub-clause (a), who is in breach of clause 5 (a) or (b) commits 
an offence against this bylaw. 
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(e) Public places designated as areas where dogs may be exercised, or from 
where dogs are prohibited, may be removed or added to the Schedule I 
attached hereto by Council, by resolution publicly notified, but only following 
an amendment to the Dog Control Policy of the Southland District Council, 
after undertaking the public consultative process prescribed by Section 83 of 
the Local Government Act 2002. 

 
 

6. FOULING IN PUBLIC PLACES 
 
 No person being the owner or having control or charge of any dog shall permit the 

dog to foul or defecate in any public place provided that no offence shall be deemed 
to have been committed against this Bylaw where the person having control of the 
dog removes the faeces and properly disposes immediately.   

 
 
7. INFECTIOUS OR INFESTED DOGS 
 
 No person being the owner or having control or charge of any infectious or infested 

dog shall take it into any public place or permit or suffer it to enter or remain therein 
except when being taken to a veterinary clinic. 

 
 
8. NUISANCES 
 

(a) The owner of any dog and the owner or the occupier of any premises on 
which any dog or dogs are kept shall: 

 
(i) take adequate precautions to prevent the dog or dogs or the keeping 

thereof from becoming a nuisance; 
 
(ii) keep every bitch in season confined but adequately exercised. 

 
(b) If, in the opinion of the Council, any dog or dogs or the keeping thereof on any 

premises has become or is likely to become a nuisance, the Council or any 
person duly authorised in that behalf by the Council may, by notice in writing, 
require the owner, or the owner or occupier of the premises within a time 
specified in such notice to do all or any of the following: 

 
(i) reduce the number of dogs kept on the premises; 
 
(ii) construct, alter, reconstruct or otherwise improve the kennels, places 

of confinement or other buildings used to house or contain such dog 
or dogs; 

 
(iii) require such dog or dogs to be tied up or otherwise confined during 

specific periods commencing not earlier than half an hour after sunset, 
and ending not later than half an hour before sunrise. 

 
(iv) take such other action as the Council deems necessary to minimise or 

remove the likelihood of nuisance. 
 

(c) Any person to whom notice is given under the preceding provisions of this 
Clause who fails to comply with such notice within the time therein specified 
shall be guilty of an offence against this part of this Bylaw. 
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9. LIMITATION AS TO NUMBER OF DOGS 
 

(a) Where three or more written complaints are received in respect of a nuisance 
caused by keeping more than one dog on any property in an Urban Resource 
Area, or within the Woodlands Community Development Area or the Orepuki 
and Thornbury Separate Rating Areas, and upon the Dog Control Officer 
being satisfied that the keeping of more than one dog on that property is 
causing a nuisance to the owners of neighbouring properties, the Dog Control 
Officer may serve notice on the owner of the dogs requiring that the number 
of dogs being kept on that property be reduced to one within 30 days. 

 
(b) Where a dog owner has been served notice to reduce the number of dogs on 

the property to one, the number of dogs kept on that property cannot be 
increased from one without the express approval of Council.   

 
(c) Any person served notice to reduce the number of dogs on a property to not 

more than one, and who fails to reduce the number of dogs on the property to 
one, commits an offence against this Bylaw. 

 
 
10. OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 
 

(a) Every person who shall do or omit or cause to be done or omitted or 
knowingly permit or suffer to be done or omitted anything whatsoever, 
contrary to or otherwise than as provided by this Bylaw, commits an offence 
and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding $20,000. 

 
 

This Bylaw has been made and confirmed by a resolution passed at a meeting of the 
Southland District Council held on 28 October 2009. 
 
 
THE COMMON SEAL of the } 
SOUTHLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL } 
was hereunto affixed in the presence of: } 
 
 
 
  MAYOR 
 
 
 
  CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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SCHEDULE 1 
 
 

PUBLIC PLACES PROPOSED TO BE DESIGNATED AS AREAS FROM WHICH 
DOGS, OTHER THAN WORKING DOGS, ARE PROHIBITED, OR AS AREAS 

WHERE DOGS MAY BE EXERCISED 
 

 PROHIBITED MAY EXERCISE 

BALFOUR Å Balfour Park and Sports Ground 
Å Balfour School Grounds and Playing 

Fields with the exception of Annual Pet 
Day 

 

COLAC BAY Childrenôs Playgrounds situated in Colac 
Foreshore Road and Colac Bay Road 

 

CURIO BAY Dogs prohibited from Curio Bay Reserve the 
subject site being more particularly 
described as Sections 9 and 19, Block VIII, 
Waikawa Survey District including the 
internal and coastal road reserve down to 
mean low water mark. 

 

EDENDALE Å Recreation ground past Lot 235, 
DP 1196, Block I, Mataura Hundred 

 
Å Adventure Playground - Lot 7, 

DP 13883, Town of Edendale 
 
Å School Grounds - exception of Annual 

Pet Day 

Å East Turner Street 
Å McKinnon Road 
Å Mataura River Bed 
Å Railway Land 
Å Wilton Street 

GORGE ROAD Recreation ground adjacent to the School 
with the exception of Annual Pet Day when 
dogs on a lead are accepted (Section 88, 
Block VIII, Oteramika Hundred) 

 

LUMSDEN Å Childrenôs playground (Part Lot 1, DP 
12125, Block X, Lumsden Town) 

 
Å Reserve area surrounding monument 

Lots 1 and 2, DP 11966, Block I, 
Lumsden Town 

 

MANAPOURI Å Village Green Playground (Lot 56, DP 
11931) 

 
Å Pool and tennis court area on the Town 

Hall Reserve (Section 137, Block IX, 
Town of Manapouri). 

 
Å Te Aika Reserve (Lot 44, DP 14047) 

Å Frasers Beach Reserve 
area or any public place or 
reserve outside the 
township boundary 

 
 

MOSSBURN Mossburn Recreation Reserve including 
Mossburn War Memorial Park, Section 456, 
520, Lots 1-10, Block II, DP 192, Recreation 
Reserve GA2 81/226 

 

NIGHTCAPS Å Doctor Woods Memorial Park 
(Lots 15/16, Block VII, DP 109, 
Nightcaps Town 

 
Å McGregor Park 
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 PROHIBITED MAY EXERCISE 

OBAN 
The dog prohibited 
areas and where dogs 
must be on a lead are 
indicated on the GIS 
maps attached to this 
Schedule 

Å Halfmoon Bay beach and childrenôs 
playground 

 
Å Ackers Point and Golden Bay Walk 

Tracks 

The township excluding 
Dundee Street, Ayr Street, 
Argyle Street, Elgin Terrace 
north of Peterson Hill Road, 
Main Road from Elgin 
Terrace to Dundee Street, 
Horseshoe Bay Road south 
of Kamahi Road, Excelsior 
Road from Elgin Terrace to 
Dundee Street 

OHAI Å Ohai Recreation Reserve, (this includes 
areas known as Ohai Domain, rugby 
field, tennis/netball courts, swimming 
pool, bowling club) 

 
Å Ohai Playground in Birchwood Road 
 
Å The shopping lane between Ohai Union 

Church and Taylors Hotel 

Railway Reserve at the 
western end eastern 
entrances to the town 

OREPUKI The Orepuki Playground  

OTAUTAU 
The dog prohibited 
areas and where dogs 
must be on a lead are 
indicated on the GIS 
maps attached to this 
Schedule 

Å Centennial Park (Section 26, Block VI, 
Otautau Town) 

 
Å Holt Park including extension Part 

Section 11, 15, Block VII, Otautau 
Town, Lot 1, DP 3544, Section 9, Part 
10, Block VII, Otautau Town, Section 
13, Part 14, Block VII, Otautau Town, 
Section 12, Block VII, Otautau Town 

 
Å Otautau Cemetery (New) Section 34 

Town of Hodgkinson, Part Section 35 
and Part Section 76, Town of 
Hodgkinson 

All that Railway Reserve 
within the Otautau Urban 
Resource Area described as; 
from the corner of Main Street 
and Nantwich Street and 
extending to the Railway 
Reserve adjacent to the 
Otautau-Tuatapere Road and 
bordering or adjacent to the 
following roading network 
within the Otautau township: 
 
Å  Rochdale Street and 

Knutsford Road 
Å Chester and King Streets 
Å Elles Road 
Å Cnr Elles Road and Main 

Street 
Å Main Street 
Å Harbison and Main 

Streets 
Å Liemen and Main Streets 

RIVERSDALE Å Newcastle Street between Rutland 
Street and Yorke Road 

 
Å Riversdale Sports Ground 
 
Å  Riversdale School Grounds and Playing 

Field with the exception of Annual Pet 
Day 

 
Å All childrenôs playgrounds 

Reserve in Berwick Street 

RIVERTON Å Princess Street Playground 
Å Taramea Bay Playground 
Å Lions Adventure Playground 
Å Henderson Park Playground 
Å Koi Koi Park Skateboard Area 
Å Recreation Reserve with the exception 

of Annual Pet Day 

Taramea Bay Beach between 
the Adventure Playground 
and the Soundshell 
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 PROHIBITED MAY EXERCISE 

TE ANAU Å Town Centre from Lakefront Drive to 
Milford Road. 

 
Å Milford Crescent 
 
Å The Lane 

Area adjacent to the lakefront 
north of the rodeo ground, 
Water Park, Fergus Square, 
Te Anau Recreation Reserve 
(excluding childrenôs play 
areas and sports grounds) 
and any public place outside 
the town boundaries, 
including Ivon Wilson Park 

THORNBURY Playgrounds and Thornbury Bowling Green  

TOKANUI Childrenôs Playground on Tokanui Niagara 
Highway, Lots 9 and 10, DP 1211, Block IV, 
Otara Survey District 

ñOld Playgroundò Lot 6, DP 
1249, Town of Tokanui 

TUATAPERE Å Playground Half Mile Road 
Å Lions Park Playground located at the 

southern entrance to the town on State 
Highway 99 

All bush tracks Waiau River 
Banks, Green Heart 
Walkways 

WAIKAIA Å School Grounds and play fields with the 
exception of Annual Pet Day 

 
Å Blaydon Street (from Willington Street to 

Leamington Street) 
 
Å All playground areas and the Domain 

 

WALLACETOWN Å New Cemetery and Childrenôs 
Playground in Ailsa  Street (Section 66, 
Block XVI, New River Hundred) 

 
Å Old Cemetery now known as Gausstoun 

Park (Section 59, Block XVI, New River 
Hundred) 

 
Å Ellerslie Square and Community Centre 

areas, Section 1-7, 14-17 Block XI, 
Town of Wallacetown 

 
Å School Grounds situated at 

34 Mauchline Street, with the exception 
of Annual Pet Day when dogs on a 
leash are accepted (Sections 1-9, 18-
22, Block VIII, Town of Wallacetown) 

Clyde Street from Collean 
Street south to the end of the 
formed road. 

WINTON Å Centennial Park 
Å Mackenzie Street Playground 
Å Anzac Oval 
Å Great North Road between Bute Street 

to George Street 
Å Moore Estate Reserve 
Å Any playgrounds containing childrenôs 

play equipment 

Ivy Russell Reserve (other 
than playground) 

WOODLANDS Cemetery North side of Woodlands 
South Road adjacent to the 
Railway land 

WYNDHAM Å Childrenôs Playgrounds 
Å Wyndham Wildlife Refuge in Redan and 

Baltic Streets 

Recreation Reserve north of 
Raglan Street 
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