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AIRPORT REVIEW AN 
‘EXCITING OPPORTUNITY’

A community-led review of Te Anau Airport Manapouri presents an 
exciting opportunity, says the district councillor on the working group 

managing the review.
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M araroa Waimea ward Southland 
District Councillor Sarah 
Greaney, from Te Anau, says the 

time is right for the review with tourism 
recovering and a new community board 
and Council in place.

The review is designed to take an in-
depth look at the airport and its future. It 
will involve conversations and feedback 
from many different stakeholders, 
including airport users, the Fiordland 
business community, and the fishing, 
aviation and tourism industries. 

Findings from the review will enable 
decisions to be made about the airport’s 
future for inclusion in Council’s 2024-
2034 Long Term Plan. 

A working group made up of Cr 
Greaney, Fiordland Community Board 
chair Diane Holmes, board member Nick 
Robertson, Great South tourism lead 
Mark Frood and independent member 
Richard Roberts was set up to manage 
the review. Mr Frood is an experienced 
leader in the aviation, tourism, travel 
and trade sectors. Mr Roberts is an 
experienced aviation industry manager. 
He was chief executive of Dunedin 
Airport for 23 years and is currently a 
director of Chatham Islands Airport.

The review was instigated because 
Southland District Council and the 
Fiordland Community Board are 
concerned about the ongoing viability of 
the airport.

Covid-19 restrictions had a significant 
effect on the entire Fiordland basin 
tourism industry, including use of 
the airport. It is unfortunate that, as 
the airport owner, Southland District 
Council was not eligible for any 
government support funding as a result 
of the Covid downturn.

Airports generally rely on non-airside 
income streams such as leases, renting or 
hire of terminal space for retail and food 
outlets and so on. 

Even at peak times the airside operations 
are more expensive to run than the 

non-airside operations can support. 
As highlighted in the table below, the 
shortfall for Te Anau Airport Manapouri 
over the past five years has ranged between 
around $217,000 and $318,000 annually.

A targeted rate within the Fiordland 
Community Board area is required to 
make up the shortfall, which enables the 
airport to remain open. 

Part of the focus for the working group 
is to explore ways to increase revenue 
and profitability.

Te Anau Airport Manapouri is able 
to accommodate landings by large 
aircraft because of its 1.8km sealed 
runway. The airport has current Civil 
Aviation Authority part 139 aerodrome 
certification, which in basic terms enables 
large passenger aircraft to land there 
more than four times a month.

There were no large passenger aircraft 
landings in 2022, as a direct result of 
New Zealand’s Covid-19 restrictions. 
However, this is due to change in the 
2023/2024 season. 

Cr Greaney says the review of the airport 
has been wanted by the Fiordland 
community for a number of years but 
Covid and restrictions relating to the 
lease arrangements meant that it had only 
been able to be progressed now. 

“There is an exciting opportunity to 

now do things differently to get a better 
outcome for Fiordland ratepayers and the 
broader Southland community,” she says.

“Te Anau Airport Manapouri is the only 
airport in the Southland district. The 
more people we bring in to the district 
the more economic benefit this provides 
and this has to be positive for everyone.”

The focus group has held three sessions 
and is to hold a scenario-planning session 
with Fiordland College students when 
they start the current term.

“We’ve been really encouraged by the 
feedback we’ve received at the focus 
group sessions and this information will 
help inform our recommendations,” Cr 
Greaney says. 

“There are many good ideas emerging 
relating to many aspects of the 
airport operation, including how it is 
strategically led and managed, through to 
how additional revenue can be generated 
to make it a viable and performing asset 
for the district.”

Fiordland Community Board chair and 
working group member Diane Holmes 
says she is “very pleased” to see the review 
being undertaken. 

“Te Anau Airport Manapouri has a lot 
of potential for positive development 
and the end goal is to improve use and 
occupation of the facility. We’ve had a lot 
of really good ideas and discussions so 
far, which is very encouraging.”

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF TE ANAU AIRPORT MANAPOURI
2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22

Income other  
than rates 

97, 190 93,022 94,150 80, 038 68, 908

All expenses 315,097 399,744 388, 359 319,668 387,386

Short fall required to 
be funded by rates

217, 907 306,722 294,209 239,630 318,478

• If you have any ideas or suggestions about the airport’s future, please feel free to email Cr Greaney: Sarah.Greaney@southlanddc.govt.nz

Cr Sarah Greaney
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TONNES OF FUN TONNES OF FUN 
AT PILOTS RESERAT PILOTS RESERVEVE  

Mayor Rob Scott enjoys 
his turn on the new slide 
at Pilots Reserve.  
Photo: Yves Broers
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R iverton turned on the charm 
for the official opening of 

the new slide and picnic area at 
Pilots Reserve.

On a warm and clear autumn 
afternoon, about 100 excited 
children descended onto the 
reserve to take their turn on 
the new slide as well as sample 
Riverton’s finest sausages from the 
Riverton Butchery.

It was a fun-filled afternoon and it 
was not just for the kids – Mayor 
Rob Scott, with the help of local 
tamariki Emalee Corbin and Aylah 
Carson, cut the ribbon before 
trying out the slide for himself.  

The joy on his face spoke a 
thousand words as he broke 
through the tinsel curtain at the 
bottom of the slide.

Active Southland was there with 
its play equipment to keep the 
children entertained with many 
cool games and activities while 
they eagerly waited for their turn 
on the slide.  

Representatives from the Oraka 
Aparima Community Board 
and the community were on site 

to celebrate the opening of the 
revamped reserve and new slide. 

“We are thrilled  
to be able to  
upgrade this area  
for the community,” 

says Kelsey Baker, assistant project 
manager in the Southland District 
Council project delivery team.

“We have installed a new gas 
barbecue that is free for the public 
to use, new seating, a new viewing 
platform and slide, plantings, a 
frame for photo opportunities and 
a general tidy-up of the area.”

The project cost $112,579.25 
plus GST to complete, funded 
by a mixture of loan and Oraka 
Aparima Community Board 
reserves. It was the final part of 
a wider development of Taramea 
Bay that has included the 
creation of a walking track and 
car park extension.

This area will be a popular spot 
this summer!
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Southland District 
Council, in partnership 
with Te Ao Mārama, is 
working on a Matariki 
wayfinding pou project 
co-funded by the Ministry 
of Business, Innovation 
and Employment’s Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund (TIF). 
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The nine signs that have been erected in 
the approximate locations of the final pou, 
reflecting the Matariki constellation. Permission 
for use of the face artwork on each sign has 
been granted by Dr Rangi Matamua, from the 
book ‘Matariki - The Star of the Year’.

Council is collaborating with the four 
rūnanga in the Murihiku takiwa 

(region) – Awarua, Ōraka Aparima, 
Waihōpai and Hokonui – together with 
Catlins Coast Inc, Great South and 
Invercargill City Council. 

Stage one of the project has begun, with 
the installation of a sign in each of the 
towns/areas identified as locations for 
the pou, which translates literally to 
carved posts or poles. These signs serve 
as an introduction to the star assigned to 
the area, and to the project as a whole, 
allowing the wayfinding experience to 
occur as the project develops over the 
next 12 months.

Locations were selected which considered 
the Matariki constellation, reinforced 
the existing Southern Scenic Route and 
were related to the attributes of each 
individual star.

The 10 sites are Te Anau, Garston, 
Mandeville, Matariki Cosy Nook, 
Taramea, Invercargill, Motupohue Bluff, 
Rakiura Stewart Island, Slope Point and 
Curio Bay.

The locations of the signs installed at 
these places are not necessarily the final 
locations of the pou. As part of stage two 
of the project, engagement on the final 
sites will continue before a decision is 
made about where the pou are erected. 

Stage two includes installing the pou and 
signage giving more detail about Matariki 
and the location. 

Through the 10 individual pou sites (eight 
in the Southland District Council area 
and two in the lnvercargill City Council 
area) and the associated interpretational 
panels, the project objective is to achieve 
the following outcomes:

• a connected wayfinding experience 
 throughout parts of our region,  
 visiting locations and stops on the way

• co-design with iwi, which allows  
 Te Rohe Pōtae o Murihiku  
 (Southland District Council) to  
 produce an outcome that will ensure  
 Māori cultural narratives and history  
 are reflected in both infrastructure  
 and landscape 

• acknowledging Matariki as an  
 integral part of our society – to learn  
 and understand a Māori world view  
 of the stars to be enjoyed by our  
 region’s residents and visitors

• promoting and preserving dark skies  
 and astro-tourism in the region

• supporting infrastructure in areas  
 where it has been recognised there is a  
 lack, for example, Slope Point

• connecting to other strategies and  
 outcomes such as Milford  
 Opportunities, Dark Skies, Council’s  
 open spaces strategy, and the Southern  
 Scenic Route.



8

Southland District Council is reviewing the 
Natural Features and Landscapes section 

of the District Plan and the way Southland’s 
natural features and landscapes are managed.

At its final meeting of the 2019-2022 
triennium, Council discussed concerns that 
productive farmland and high-country areas 
were being lost to long-term plantation 
forestry, with associated environmental 
degradation. Plantation forestry was identified 
as an activity that could significantly impact 
outstanding natural features and landscapes.  

The district plan policy framework currently 
limits Council’s ability to manage the location 
of proposed forestry practices and, as a result, 
manage any potential adverse effects on the 
environment within areas identified as having 
outstanding natural features and landscapes.  

This work is part of a larger review of Section 
2.3 of the District Plan – Natural Features 
and Landscapes, which Council endorsed in 
June 2020.  

says Francisco Barraza, Council’s team leader 
environmental policy planning.

WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

“At the moment we are working on identifying 
where the important natural features and landscapes 
are within Southland and we want to hear your 
views on what areas you think are important to 
protect for the future.” 

A three-pronged approach is being undertaken 
to identify important landscapes and natural 
features in the district, with a desktop study by 
landscape architects highlighting areas of potential 
importance, a cultural landscape assessment and 
community views. 

We are currently seeking feedback from the 
community to help identify where the important 
features and landscapes are in Southland and to get 
your views on plantation forestry. 

Your feedback will help shape the changes to be 
made as part of the district plan review.  

To learn more about the review and to complete a 
short survey please visit makeitstick.nz/whats-your-
view-landscapes/whats-your-view/ 

Hard copies of the survey are also available at our 
area offices throughout the district.

If you wish to speak to someone about this project 
please contact our Environmental Policy Planning 
team on 0800 732 732 or email  
dp@southlanddc.govt.nz 

The survey closes on 17 September.

So let us know … what’s your view?

“Southland has some incredible 
natural spaces and this is all about 
looking after what we’ve got for 
future generations,”



MAYOR ROB SCOTT
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A lot can happen in  
nine months. 

As a parent, I reflect on the fact that we refer 
to our children’s milestones in months right up 
until close to the age of two. During those early 
months, as parents we are constantly checking 
that our young ones are reaching or exceeding 
the appropriate milestones. 

As a council, we have a few milestones that 
we need to get through in the triennium.  A 
lot of them are legislatively required, with the 
rest being linked to our motivations as elected 
members to achieve what we would like for our 
wonderful district. 

I am really happy with how we are tracking as 
a council after nine months, notwithstanding 
the challenging environment that we are all 
operating in.  

As interest rates start climbing to the alarming 
levels last seen in the GFC in 2008, coupled 
with high inflation not experienced in a long 
time, the pressure on people is immense. Also 
noting that the inflation rate for farmers is 
nearly double what is normally quoted, sitting 
at 14-15%, which will be taking a big bite out 
of the bottom line. There is no doubt our rural 
sector is feeling the pinch. 

One of the legislative milestones that we are 
currently working towards is the Long Term 
Plan. While the focus should always be on 
producing the best bang-for-buck budgets, 
the pressure is even moreso now, noting that 
any increases in rates will add to the already 

significant financial pressure that our 
customers are under. 

I quite often refer to our ratepayers 
as customers.  Maybe it’s because of 
my business background, or maybe 
because the word just feels more 
natural to me. It is an interesting 
concept, because a normal customer 
of a business has a choice of whether 
they use the services of that business 
or not, whereas a ratepayer is bound 
to be a customer of a council unless 
they relocate.  

So, does that then make the word 
shareholder more appropriate? From 
an accountability point of view it 
does, and it also reflects the nature 
of how we should operate a bit 
more accurately. A well-respected 
community board member that I 
have worked a lot with over the years 
can often be heard stating “there is 
no such thing as council money, it’s 
the community’s money that council 
looks after” and he is not wrong. 

I quoted this statement to someone 
the other day when we were 
discussing the recent increase in 
costs at our transfer stations. They 
said there should be no charges for 
disposal of rubbish and green waste. 
While I can totally understand the 
sentiment behind this, unfortunately 
there is no such thing as a free lunch. 
If council doesn’t charge, who would 
then wear the ultimate disposal cost? 
The ratepayer would through rates, 
so one might argue that the system 
in place is the fairest as it is more of a 
user-pays approach. 

So why have the costs gone up? 
Primarily it is the waste levy that we 
as a council (you) have to pay to the 
Ministry for the Environment for 
every tonne of rubbish disposed of at 
the landfill. In 2020 this levy was $10 
a tonne, and by 1 July 2024 it will be 
$60. This 600% increase has the aim 
of decreasing the amount of waste 
going into our landfills.  

Hopefully this is not going to be 
reflected in an equivalent increase 
in roadside/riverside dumping, 
although the expression every action 
has an equal and opposite reaction 
comes to mind. I really do hope 
that is not a reality, as the prevalence 
of rubbish on our roadside is bad 
enough already. The cost of cleaning 
this up is still borne by council (you) 

and is much more expensive than if it was 
disposed of appropriately.  

All hope is not lost, though.  There 
are solutions being sought around 
localised composting that will hopefully 
mitigate or at least reduce the need 
for a charge for collecting the green 
waste, and potentially our food waste. 
Ironically with the makeup of the 
first-class facilities at our landfill, where 
they capture and utilise the methane 
produced, we once again find ourselves at 
the mercy of a one-size-fits-all approach. 

There are other milestones we are 
working on at the moment that, while 
not being legislative requirements, are 
still very important around some key 
issues. We have established a steering 
group to leverage the final plan for 
Stewart Island’s electricity supply. MBIE 
has kindly provided some funding for 
this and I look forward to seeing some 
action in this space that will have both 
short and long-term benefits for Rakiura.  

We have done the same for the Te 
Anau Manapouri airport and work is 
well under way. Your elected members 
are playing a key role in these groups, 
ensuring that the approach is being 
community led,  and they are doing a 
fantastic job. 

A really cool part of my role involves 
celebrating success. Among the outstanding 
Southlanders who have recently been 
recognised in various awards, I have 
also attended another 50-year service 
recognition for Fire and Emergency New 
Zealand. This brings the total to three in 
nine months – pretty impressive!  

Our communities are 
full of dedicated and 
committed people 
who work quietly in 
the background, often 
unnoticed, playing a 
key role in making and 
shaping Southland.  
I always leave these events 
full of pride, knowing 
why I am so glad to call 
Southland home. 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE CAMERON McINTOSH

This huge body of work will 
culminate in 2024 with the 
adoption of a large document 
that lays out Council’s foundation 
policies and actions for future 
planning for the next 10 years, 
and it will undoubtedly highlight 
some fundamental challenges for 
the district.

You might ask how a chunky 
corporate document relates to you 
in real terms, and that’s a reasonable 
question. The short answer is that 
it has everything to do with trying 
to do the right thing by all of our 
communities on a finite budget and 
in a rapidly changing economic and 
legislative environment. 

The LTP plots not just a 
strategic direction for Council, 
but a programme of work and 
development for the Southland 
district as a whole, and a budget for 
achieving it.

One example of a topic that will 
feature prominently in next year’s 
LTP is climate change. Last year 
we were reminded again of the 
insidious impacts of climate change 
in the form of coastal erosion at 
Taramea Bay at Riverton, where 
encroaching waves washed out the 
sea wall and required a new rock 
wall to be constructed.

It is clear that a change in thinking 
is required about our coastline, 
and we have two avenues for 
addressing this – our LTP and our 
District Plan.

We acknowledge that even at this 

point there is likely to be a level of 
public debate about whether we 
have the right model, or the right 
numbers, around climate change. 
This is yet to be fully determined. 

What is not in question is that 
extreme weather events around 
the planet are having a devastating 
impact, from wildfires in Canada 
and Hawaii to Europe’s heatwave. 
Our challenges are real too. The 
entire Southland region has pockets 
in its vast 3,400km coastline that 
are already under siege from rising 
tides, and it is our responsibility to 
carefully consider how this will be 
addressed in the coming years.

Right now it’s more about 
practicalities than science, and 
forming a plan of action is a matter 
of some urgency.

Our activity managers have been 
doing a huge amount of work behind 
the scenes on developing their 
activity management plans to link 
into the LTP, and naturally these too 
will have to consider the effects of 
climate change. In local government 
circles these plans are referred to by 
the racy acronym AMPs, but I can 
assure you there is nothing speedy 
about this process. 

AMPs form the backbone of the LTP 
and are used as the basis of work 
programmes and budgets that largely 
influence your rates increases. The 
AMPs set levels of service we as a 
Council will provide, performance 
indicators to make sure we’re 
delivering what we said we would, 
details of any new projects and 
expenditure for the next 10 years, 
and highlight any assumptions and 
risks involved.

You will be hearing more about our 
ideas for the Long Term Plan in the 
months ahead, and will have the 

opportunity to voice your opinions 
as we work towards the LTP being 
adopted in 2024.

Another major piece of work recently 
under way is our representation 
review. This is statutorily required 
of all New Zealand councils at least 
once every six years, to determine 
whether their governance structures 
are fair and effective.

A representation review looks at a wide 
range of factors including the number 
of councillors, how they are to be 
elected, the boundaries of wards and 
constituencies, whether there should 
be community boards and how many 
members they should have, and so on.

As well, there has been a lot of recent 
activity on our online engagement 
platform, Make It Stick Southland, 
on a range of topics, from proposed 
District Plan changes around natural 
features and landscapes, to policy and 
bylaw reviews, to the development of 
an arts and heritage strategy.

While some of these campaigns will 
have closed as you are reading this, 
we invite you to let us know your 
thoughts on all future engagements or 
formal consultations.

All of this work, as well as nationally 
driven reforms of the three waters 
system, Resource Management Act 
and the future of local government 
itself, is happening in the context of a 
coming general election.

So much of our strategic direction 
is set by government, but in the 
lead-up to the general election 
a number of policy areas vitally 
important to councils are not 
resolved, or have been signalled for 
repeal by a new administration. 

It is an unfortunate reality that we 
are required to develop our LTP in 
the absence of clear signals from 

Council is in a 
heightened state as 

we dive deeper into the 
development of our next 
Long Term Plan.
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Wellington, because most of the 
critical prioritising work for us 
happens between now and early next 
year, coincidentally the same time 
period when the most uncertainty 
occurs while new governments form.  

You might ask why we would do an 
LTP during a time of such uncertainty.  
It’s because we are required to by 
law. But despite the dynamics of the 
national political scene at this time,  
we haven’t lost sight of looking after 
our communities.

A significant priority is electricity 
supply on Stewart Island Rakiura, 
and we’re grateful the government is 
coming to the party. 

A Stewart Island Rakiura Energy 
Solutions steering group has been 
established to consider a long-term 
solution to the island’s ongoing 
challenge of finding a viable and 
affordable alternative electricity supply 
source for consumers. 

The island’s current diesel-powered 
generators are not viable by themselves 
long term. The government’s Zero 
Carbon by 2050 commitment dictates 
that an alternative power source 
must be found. As well as the carbon 
emissions factor, the cost of running 
these generators is beyond the island 
community’s capacity to pay, so this 
work is critical.

We are ready and 
willing to work with 
any government on 
important strategic 
matters, but we do  
not want to be a  
silent guest at the table. 

Southlanders deserve 
strong advocacy  
from Southland  
District Council at a 
national level. 
As an infrastructure-heavy council, 
with the largest land mass of any 
territorial authority in New Zealand 
and the second longest roading 
network behind Auckland super city, 
we are seeking a fairer share of the 
national roading budget.

While we sympathise deeply with 
our friends in the North Island who 
have experienced extreme weather 
events and face massive recovery bills 
for roading infrastructure (extreme 
weather events - there’s a theme 
here), we cannot allow ourselves to 
be forgotten at the southern end of 
the country. 

We have recently received an extra 
3% in our funding assistance rate 
(FAR) from the national transport 
agency Waka Kotahi, which co-
funds all of our roading activities. 
Previously the split was 52% 
provided by Waka Kotahi and 
48% funded by Southland District 
Council. Now it’s 55% from Waka 
Kotahi and 45% from us. 

The elevated investment from Waka 
Kotahi is significant, and very 
welcome, and we see it is as a step 
in the right direction.

Our 5,000km roading network 
is vital to Southland on so many 
levels, connecting our communities 
and providing the platform for 
our rural-based economy to keep 
moving. The costs of maintaining 
it are rising at an alarming rate so 
more money doesn’t necessarily 
equate to more maintenance work.

While we appreciate the extra 
financial contribution to our roads 
and bridges, we share the view of 
many Southlanders that the region 
deserves more.

Rest assured, we will be making 
sure your voices are heard.
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After 12 months of 
collaborative effort 
the Murihiku portable 
pump track has come 
to fruition.
On Sunday 23 July, Bluff held the 
inaugural opening of the portable 
pump track, dubbed Tunatuna 
(slippery eel), where around 250 
people gathered to have their turn on 
the slick new track before it heads into 
Southland district later on in 2023.

Getting this regional asset to 
Southland involved a lot of co-
operation between community 
organisations, councils and funders 
such as Community Trust South, 
the Tū Manawa Active Aotearoa, 
Active Southland, ILT Foundation, 
Invercargill City Council (ICC) and 
Southland District Council (SDC), 
along with the Transport Choices 
package which is part of the Waka 
Kotahi Climate Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) programme. 

Wheels and people of different sizes 
and ages took their turn at speeding 
along the modular track, and watching 
in awe as professional mountain biker 
Levi Goodall took to the track to show 
off some of his stunts. 

Not only is the pump track a great 
way to provide physical activity 
opportunities for communities that 
may not have access to these facilities 
normally, but the initiative also has a 
certain community feel to it.

“This pump track has such a great 
vibe, and it possesses such amazing 
potential to really bring communities 
together,” says Cycling Southland 
major events and pathways manager 
Glen Thomson. “We are looking 
forward to seeing what impact it will 
have on our region in the future.”

Cycling Southland owns and will 
maintain the track, with support 
from the Southland Mountain 
Bike Club, Southland BMX Club, 
and the Southland Triathlon and 
Multisport Club, while Active 
Southland’s Healthy Families 
Invercargill active transport 
innovator Lauren Thompson is 
facilitating the initiative.

Attractions at the launch included 
a smoothie-making bike, delicious 
kai from the local Four Square, a 
sausage sizzle and an opportunity 
for a bike check thanks to Cycle Fix. 
It wouldn’t be Southland without 
the cold weather, so on deck was 46 
South Coffee – a coffee truck to keep 
the hands toasty. 

Lauren Thompson, Southland 
District Mayor Rob Scott and Glen 
Thomson had the honour of cutting 
the ribbon to officially open the 
pump track. 

Mayor Rob is excited for Southland 
district to try out the new track. “For 
our smaller communities that don’t 
normally get access to these sorts of 
things, it’s absolutely fantastic.” 

The pump track will head to 
Nightcaps in September. 

NEW TRACK HAS  NEW TRACK HAS  
SOUTHLANDERS SOUTHLANDERS 
PUMPED!PUMPED!

Active Southland active transport innovator Laura 
Thompson (left), Southland District Mayor Rob 
Scott and Cycling Southland major events and 
pathways manager Glen Thomson were on hand 
for the ribbon cutting.
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Angie and Laurelle 
Hopkinson enjoying 
the day together

Jared and Fergus Cappie 
testing out the new track
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Southland District Council successfully applied for TIF funding for a 
package of projects in 2021, including those in Fiordland and some on 
Rakiura Stewart Island. 

The island projects include the construction of a new viewing platform at 
Observation Rock. Work on this project began in July and had yet to be 
completed at the time of writing.

The total actual cost to deliver the 10 projects in Te Anau and Manapouri was 
$3,045,234, which was $51,751 under the total programme budget. 

Half of that is being paid for from TIF funding, the maximum the fund 
usually allows. The remaining 50% of a project was split between Southland 
district-wide funding for new toilets, and the Fiordland Community Board 
for the remaining projects.

Mararoa Waimea Ward Councillor Sarah Greaney, of Te Anau, said the main 
reason for being able to come in under budget was the ability for Council to 
get some economies of scale in tendering for several projects at the same time.

Under TIF requirements, the savings cannot be reallocated to other projects, 
although Council pursued discussions around this to see if it was possible. 

10 FIORDLAND 
PROJECTS FINISHED 
UNDER BUDGET

A vigorous work 
programme of  

10 projects in  
Te Anau and Manapouri, 
co-funded by the 
government’s Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund (TIF), 
has been brought in 
under budget.



MANAPOURI

1. Pearl Harbour boat ramp 

2. Pearl Harbour gabion 
    basket replacement 

3. Pearl Harbour toilet 

4. Frasers Beach Otta seal

5. Frasers Beach toilet

6. Flying fox toilet 

7. View Street car park development

TE ANAU

8. Te Anau terrace boat ramp

9. Steamers Beach boat ramp 

10. Boat harbour toilet
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The projects were:

“The new facilities will provide a real 
benefit for Te Anau and Manapouri 
residents and visitors alike,” Cr 
Greaney said.

“The new toilets in Manapouri have a 
great location closer to the start of the 
Lake2Lake trail and are more central to 
the village. The Te Anau boat harbour 
toilets provide a much-needed upgrade 
to ones that were there.” 

“Locals and visitors all enjoy the boat 
harbour space with the pontoon, 
playground and Rotary barbecue all 
being well used, so this simply adds to 
the amenities and enjoyment here. 

“We are really happy with the design 
wraps as well – they capture the 
essence of Fiordland and what each 
location has to offer. These were all 
designed in house. 

“Overall, we are really happy with 
the outcome. Investment by central 
government via the TIF recognises 
the importance of Fiordland in New 
Zealand’s tourism network and its 
contribution to the economy.”

* The Tourism Infrastructure Fund was set up in 2017 and provides up to  
 $25 million annually to develop tourism-related infrastructure that supports 
 regions facing pressure from tourism growth.  It is managed by the Ministry  
 of Business, Innovation and Employment.



Wonders at Wonders at 
Waikawa Waikawa 
MuseumMuseum

Nestled in the rugged coastline 
of southern Southland is the 
Waikawa Museum.

Previously a school building when the 
museum first opened in 1975, it was then 
extended with the old Niagara Sports 
Pavilion in 1982, with the final extension of 
the old Tokanui School building in 1998. 

“It looks like it’s all been built together,” 
says Pani Grey-Thomas, the museum’s 
treasurer and volunteer. 

“We’ve been pretty lucky with all that we’ve 
been given from the people of the district,” 
adds Gay Lamb, chairperson of the Waikawa 
District Museum Inc Organisation. 

The Waikawa Museum is a community-run 
gem with some members being involved 
since its inception in 1975. It will soon 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. The museum 
is home to many historic artefacts from the 
area, information of Waikawa’s vast local 
history with displays focusing on early 
agriculture, shipping disasters, gold mining 
and sawmilling.

Being more than just a museum, it 
also holds a large historical photograph 
collection and can provide services in aid of 
research for local ancestors. 

The museum is a treasure trove. Over the 
years volunteers have received many precious 
items which are displayed in the museum. 

Two items of significance on display are an 
unknown, perhaps bridal, handmade shell 

By Briar Kilsby
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bib necklace of small pearlised trochus 
shells and glass beads and another 
matching lanyard style long necklace. 
These items had been in the museum 
since donated by Alice Wybrow in 
1995. When pointed out by Jo Massey, 
Southland’s museum roving officer and 
further questions were asked. It seems as 
though these delicate pieces of history 
have links back to the late Georgian 
and early Victorian period, around the 
1830s-1840s. Interestingly there are 
similar items of jewellery displayed at 
the Brontë Society & Brontë Parsonage 
Museum in Haworth, United Kingdom, a 
museum dedicated to the English novelist 
Ann Brontë and her sisters. 

This meticulously handcrafted jewellery 
is still being researched.  What is 
speculated thus far is that the origins lie 
in the UK, near the seaside.

The relationship between Waikawa’s shell 

The Waikawa Museum (Waikawa, 
RD 1, Tokanui) is currently closed 
but will reopen again soon. 

Feel free to contact them on  
03-246 8464 if you’re looking for 
more information.

necklaces and the ones that belonged 
to Ann Brontë is that they could 
possibly have been purchased in the 
same sea-faring towns of Scarborough 
or Penzance. The Brontë siblings 
had a fascination with the sea, which 
could be attributed to their mother’s 
shipwrecked possessions. It was 
common in late Georgian and early 
Victorian travel culture for travellers 
to collect souvenirs, whether as an 
investment or simply to admire local 
traditional craftmanship of the time. 
These delicate trochus shells have a 
stunning translucent blue-green pearl 
to them, and are weaved similarly 
to the antique Resille net, a type of 
crochet stitch.

It is plausible the necklaces found 
their way to Waikawa with one of 
the first settlers in the area (the early 
settlers were well travelled) and were 

purchased at a similar time and location 
as the Brontë family necklaces. Mrs Alice 
Wybrow of Waikawa received her necklaces 
from her grandmother, Mrs Mary Harvey 
(nee Wybrow). 

As research is still under way, there are 
plans to revisit this story at a later date.

The Waikawa Museum wouldn’t be what 
it is today without the help and hard work 
of members Gay Lamb (president), Pani 
Grey-Thomas (treasurer), Rona Cowie 
(secretary) and volunteers. 
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Delicate shell bib necklace 
from the late Georgian and 
early Victorian period

© The Brontë Society
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Apiece of Otautau’s World  
War I history is coming home. 

Testamant to the wonderful 
small-town charm that embodies 
the town’s community and the 
dedication of, Otautau RSA 
members and the museums  
Tania Beck.  

A quilt was made in 1918 during 
WWI by Otautau residents as a 
fundraiser for the Red Cross to 
send practical aid to New Zealand 
soldiers. Locals bought squares of 
calico and red embroidery cotton 
and then hand-embroidered 
names, quotes and imagery 
representing Otautau. 

The quilt changed hands several 
times in the years following the 
war and it would be more than a 
century before it would find its 
way home to Otautau.

The quilt was raffled in a charity 
fundraiser when the New Zealand 
soldiers had already left for home.  
The individual who had won the 
quilt passed away due to war and 
it was left to his mother. After 
being reminded of the terrors of 
war, the mother then put the quilt 
back up for sale and it came into 
the hands of the Ambler family in 
Cumbernauld, Scotland. 

Mr. Ambler wrote to the Southland 
Times around 1976 seeking further 
history about his new aquisition.

Fast forward to present day and 
the Otautau quilt was put up for 
auction by Gildings Auctioneers 
in Leicestershire on Wednesday, 7 
June. In an exciting twist of fate, 
the Otautau RSA won the auction 
and the beautiful handmade Red 
Cross quilt is now safely back in 
its place of origin, where some 
questions about local family history 
have been answered.

“There’s a lot of history in it we 
didn’t know about,” says RSA 
member Peter Gutsell. “It’s only 
since its come home that we 
recognise a lot of it. Turns out we 
had an All Black here.” 

Otautau RSA president Andre 
Bekhuis says it was very exciting to 
take part in the auction happening 
on the other side of the world.

Nerves were high beforehand.

“The bidding started at 10pm our 

OTAUTAU WWI 
QUILT HAS  

COME HOME

time and our auction didn’t come up until 
1am. All the RSA members are fully over 
the moon. It was fantastic. Some of the 
members even woke up at 6am wanting to 
ring the rest of the members!”

The RSA was passionately determined to 
get the artefact home, with all it’s members 
contributing towards the auction.

Former New Zealand Army Sergeant 
Jim Gibson says having the quilt back in 
Otautau is “marvellous.” He recalls the eager 
wait to hear if Mr Bekhuis and appointed 
representatives, Royden and Faye Brown, 
had been successful. 

“I was going to call them at 3 o’clock in the 
morning to see if we’d won it!” 

Other members of the Otautau RSA are 
ecstatic to have such a precious community 
item back where it belongs. 

Auction house director Will Gilding said. 
“We’re delighted that the Otautau quilt is 
returning home after over a century here 
in the UK.

The quilt has around 76 calico panels all 
meticulously hand-stitched, featuring 
many names of Otautau families, a British 
bulldog with a Union Jack flag, a life 
preserver ring, good luck horseshoes, the 
greeting “Kia ora” and encouraging words 
and phrases. 

The intention is to have the quilt and the 
around 30 letters documenting the quilt’s 
provenance professionally framed, so it 
can be displayed in the Otautau RSA. The 
quilt will be brought out at special events 
such as Anzac Day and there are plans to 
offer the quilt for display at the Southland 
Museum for special occasions.

Back Left: Royden Brown, Peter Gutsell, Graeme Appleby, Jim Smith, Peter Ayson
Middle: Jack Haywood and Allan Brown
Front Left: David Valli (secretary treasurer), former New Zealand Army Sergeant Jim Gibson and  
Andre Bekhuis (president)
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Great South tourism marketing 
manager Anke Ruwette  (left) 
and destination development 
manager Amie Young with the 
new Hike Fiordland Passport.

A new ‘passport’ walking guide has 
been developed to showcase the 

wide variety of day walks available 
alongside Fiordland’s Great Walks. 

The Hike Fiordland guide, developed 
by Great South, features 22 walks and 
is in a passport style, designed so that 
users can keep it and tick off walks as 
they complete them.

Great South destination development 
manager Amie Young said these walks 
were well-loved by Fiordland locals, 
but visitors were probably less aware 
of them.

“There are some that allow a taste of 
the Great Walks, taking in the parts 
of them that can be walked in a day, 
which was an option for those who 
may have missed out on hut bookings.

“And with each walk there is a section 
for you to complete the date you went 
on the walk, your rating out of 10 and 
the weather conditions.”

Murihiku Southland was fortunate to 

New guide to New guide to 
showcase day showcase day 

walks in Fiordlandwalks in Fiordland
have what will soon be five of New 
Zealand’s 11 Great Walks within the 
region – the Rakiura Track, Routeburn 
Track, Milford Track, Kepler Track, and 
new addition the Hump Ridge Track – 
but these were often fully booked well 
ahead of the season.

“This guide will provide visitors from 
elsewhere in Southland or further 
afield with alternative options, which 
will hopefully encourage them to stay 
longer or visit again. And they’re great 
for locals to enjoy too.”

The walks in the guide also catered for 
those not wanting an overnight hut 
experience, and to family groups, Ms 
Young said.

“With school holidays coming up, we 
hope the passport will provide some 
inspiration for families heading to the 
Fiordland area.”

The guides are available at various 
visitor centres within the region, 
accommodation providers and 
tourism operators. 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SOUTHLAND

Emergency Management Southland, 
in collaboration with Southland 

Fire and Emergency, the Ministry for 
Primary Industries and FMG, is pleased 
to announce the release of a ‘Lifestyle 
Block Emergency Preparedness Booklet 
for Murihiku Southland’. 

Emergency Management Southland 
has launched a handy guide to help 
lifestyle block owners get through in 
an emergency.

Emergency Management Southland 
manager Simon Mapp said emergencies 
can happen at any time, and when you 
live on a lifestyle property you might 
have to deal with them on your own 
until outside help arrives. 

“We’ve put together 
a guide to support 
lifestyle block owners to 
get prepared before an 
emergency happens.”

The ‘Lifestyle Block Emergency 
Preparedness Handbook’ provides 
lifestyle block owners with 
practical advice on how to make 
their property more resilient to 
emergency events, and what to do in 
specific emergencies.  

Lifestyle blocks can experience 
unique barriers and challenges in 
an emergency due to the semi-
rural and urban overlap. In some 
instances, the resources and services 
that lifestyle block owners rely on 
can become even more limited 
during emergencies. 

The handbook compiles evidence-
based processes and suggestions to 
support lifestyle blocks to implement 
during emergency planning, response 
and recovery efforts.

“We’ve included some templates to 
make this a really practical way for 
lifestyle block owners to complete an 
emergency plan, meeting the unique 
needs of their whānau and property.”

Guiding lifestyle
block owners

“Now’s the time to 
create a detailed 
emergency plan to 
keep you, your whānau, 
and animals safe.” 
Booklets are now available free of charge 
from all council offices and libraries 
throughout Southland or on our website 
cdsouthland.nz

Southland District Mayor Rob 
Scott (left), Gore District Mayor 
Ben Bell and Invercargill City 
Mayor Nobby Clark with the 
new booklets.
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Emergency 
Management 
Southland is 
now live on 
Antenno! 

Let us know by completing our annual survey which focuses on 
your family’s preparedness and planning along with emergency 
communications. This allows us to identify areas of preparedness 
that we need to focus on. 

You can access the survey through the QR code on the image or by 
heading to feedback.askyourteam.com/7QRyKfK

The survey will only take five minutes and if you complete it before 
1 September you can go in the draw to win one of five $100 
supermarket vouchers. 

All responses remain confidential, and you are only required to 
leave your details if you wish to enter the draw. 

We are excited to offer 
Antenno, a free mobile 
app that sends you alerts 
and notifications. We 
will be able to alert you 
through Antenno of any 
severe weather warnings, 
provide updates during an 
emergency, and notify you 
of any events happening in 
your local community. 

Flooded? Earthquake damage? Storm 
damage? Report these issues to us 
through Antenno. 

You can download Antenno from the App 
Store or Google Play. 

Be
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Emergency Management Southland 
held a regional exercise (Exercise 

STAR) in June with around 60 
elected officials and staff from the four 
Southland councils, New Zealand Police, 
Fire and Emergency New Zealand, St 
John, and Invercargill Airport. 

This was an opportunity for everyone 
to work within our emergency co-

ordination centre (ECC) with the 
scenario requiring a (fake) regional state 
of emergency to be declared due to 
worsening situation. For a lot of people 
this was their first time working in the 
ECC and feedback we received was 
positive with everyone enjoying the day. 

Running these exercises ensures that we 
are ready for any emergency event that 
will affect us here in Southland. We will 
continue with our training programme 
and will look to run more exercises in the 
near future.

EXERCISE STAR

Council 
meeting 
schedule 
for 2023
All meetings are being held in Council 
chambers, 20 Don Street, Invercargill, 
except the 16 August meeting, which is 
in the Pavilion, Ayr Street, Oban, Stewart 
Island/Rakiura.

All meetings are livestreamed on SDC’s 
YouTube channel, SDC Communications: 
youtube.com/@sdccommunications2715

MEETING DATE TIME
Council  
(Stewart Island/Rakiura) Wed 16 August 10am

Finance and  
Assurance Committee Wed 6 September 10am

Council Wed 20 September 10am

Council Wed 4 October 9.30am

Finance and  
Assurance Committee Wed 18 October 9.30am

Council Wed 25 October 9.30am

Council Wed 8 November 9.30am

Council Wed 22 November 9.30am

Finance and  
Assurance Committee Wed 6 December 9.30am

Council Wed 13 December 9.30am



The work will produce a multi-
faceted development plan that will 

enhance Te Anau, Manapouri and the 
wider area as a place to live, work and 
visit. It will include recommendations 
and conceptual designs that consider 
a wide range of factors, including 
accommodation, service facilities, 
infrastructure location, recreational 
activities, roads, car parks, footpaths, 
cycleways, walking tracks, open spaces 
and improved CBD opportunities, as 
well as costings.

The brief is that the final document will 
“provide a detailed level of urban and 
spatial planning to further develop and 
align the Fiordland Community Board 
Plan and the Milford Opportunities 
Project Masterplan”. 

WSP appointed to run  WSP appointed to run  
Te Anau Basin Te Anau Basin 

development plandevelopment plan

It will support Te Anau’s growth to 
become a standalone destination, the 
beginning of the journey to Milford 
Sound Piopiotahi and a central departure 
hub for Fiordland and the wider 
Southland Murihiku region.

WSP project manager Luke McSoriley 
says the company is delighted to carry 
out this work.

“The formulation of the Te Anau 
Basin Development Plan provides 
an opportunity for the Fiordland 
community to push its vision of a 
thriving connected community of 
people that welcomes visitors, embraces 
sustainability and takes care of its 
environment,” he said.

Residents and ratepayers will have plenty 
of opportunities to share their ideas and 

Some plumbing fittings have the potential to allow minute traces of metals to accumulate in water standing in the 
fittings for several hours.

Although the health risk is small, the Ministry of Health recommends you flush a mugful of water from your drinking-
water tap each morning before use to remove any metals which may have dissolved from the plumbing fittings.

We are recommending  this simple precaution  for all households, including those on public and private water supplies.

thoughts, with a series of engagement 
events and activities planned. 
Engagement with mana whenua will also 
take place throughout the project.

Fiordland Community Board chair 
Diane Holmes said she was really pleased 
to see this project get under way.

“I would encourage 
people to have their say 
and I am most excited 
to hear what they say 
- what their visions for 
the area are.” 
The draft plan will be completed early 
next year.
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FLUSH YOUR DRINKING WATER PLUMBING

Te Anau, Southland - Graham Dainty
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A ll fines have been wiped at 
Southland District Libraries in a 

quest to make them more accessible 
to the community.This includes 
existing fines for overdue borrowing.

Southland District Council collections 
management librarian Amber 
Nicholson said the initiative to 
eliminate overdue fines was positive.

“This change is bringing us into line 
with best practice nationally, ensuring 
access to library services for everyone. 
We’ve joined over 35 other public 
libraries in Aotearoa NZ who are also 
fine free,” she said.

“We are hopeful for a positive 
response. Other libraries have 
experienced an increase in membership 
and use once the barriers relating to 
fines are removed. 

“Library fines undermine one of the 
core principles of public libraries – the 
provision of free and universal access to 
information. It can be a real hurdle for 
people and the reality is, often those 
who need the library service the most 
are the people who can least afford to 
pay fines.”

Over $15,000 in overdue fines, 
some dating back to 2001, were 
wiped from 1 July 2023. Revenue 
collected previously amounted to 
just over $1000 per annum in the 
past five years.

All fines wipedAll fines wiped
at SDC librariesat SDC libraries

“We’ve started with a 
clean slate, so for anyone 
who hasn’t used the 
library because of fines, 
it’s the perfect time to 
make a fresh start.”
Fees for requesting an item from another 
SDC library have also been scrapped and 
all collections are now free to borrow, 
including books, boardgames, DVDs, 
audiobooks, magazines and jigsaws.

“So basically, if you borrow and  
return your items, it shouldn’t  
cost you a thing,”  
Ms Nicholson said.

Lost and damaged items,  
together with borrowing  
books from libraries  
outside the SDC  
network, continue to  
incur charges.
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Mobile Library Timetable
Aug - Dec 2023

Athol Shop Noon-1pm Tue 29-Aug 26-Sep 24-Oct 21-Nov
Balfour Tavern 4:30-5.00pm Tue 15-Aug 12-Sep 10-Oct 7-Nov 5-Dec
Balfour Tavern 1.30-3.00pm Thu 31-Aug 28-Sep 26-Oct 23-Nov
Blackmount Wairaki Stn 11.30am-12.15pm Mon 28-Aug 25-Sep * 20-Nov
Dacre Hall 9.00-10.00am Fri 18-Aug 15-Sep 13-Oct 10-Nov 8-Dec
Dipton School 11.00am-Noon Tue 15-Aug 12-Sep 10-Oct 7-Nov 5-Dec
Drummond School 10.30am-Noon Wed 16-Aug 13-Sep 11-Oct 8-Nov 6-Dec
Edendale School 10.30am-Noon Fri 18-Aug 15-Sep 13-Oct 10-Nov 8-Dec
Edendale Car park 1.00-4.00pm Fri 1-Sep 29-Sep 27-Oct 24-Nov
Fortrose Picnic Area 3.00-4.00pm Fri 18-Aug 15-Sep 13-Oct 10-Nov 8-Dec
Garston School 1.30-2.30pm Tue 29-Aug 26-Sep 24-Oct 21-Nov
Garston Village 2.30-3.30pm Tue 29-Aug 26-Sep 24-Oct 21-Nov
Glenham School 1.00-1.30pm Fri 18-Aug 15-Sep 13-Oct 10-Nov 8-Dec
Gorge Rd Hall 11am-12.30pm Tue 22-Aug 19-Sep 17-Oct 14-Nov
Hauroko Valley School 1.00-1.30pm Mon 28-Aug 25-Sep * 20-Nov
Heddon Bush School 1.30-2.30pm Wed 16-Aug 13-Sep 11-Oct 8-Nov 6-Dec
Hedgehope School 11am-12.30pm Fri 11-Aug 8-Sep 6-Oct 3-Nov 1-Dec
Hillside School School 9.15am-10.00am Thu 10-Aug 7-Sep 5-Oct 2-Nov 30-Nov
Invercargill SDC Office 9.30-11.30am Thu 24-Aug 21-Sep 19-Oct 16-Nov
Limehills School 1.30pm-2.30pm Thu 10-Aug 7-Sep 5-Oct 2-Nov 30-Nov
Longbush Kindergarten 9.00-10.00am Fri 1-Sep 29-Sep 27-Oct 24-Nov

Mossburn School 1.30-3.00pm Tue 15-Aug 12-Sep 10-Oct 7-Nov 5-Dec
Mossburn RSA 9.30-10.30am Tue 29-Aug 26-Sep 24-Oct 21-Nov
Nightcaps Johnston  Rd 9.30-10.30am Mon 28-Aug 25-Sep * 20-Nov
Ohai Com Centre 11am-Noon Thu 10-Aug 7-Sep 5-Oct 2-Nov 30-Nov

Orepuki Main St 3.00-4.00pm Mon 28-Aug 25-Sep * 20-Nov
Otara Hall 2.30-4.00pm Wed 23-Aug 20-Sep 18-Oct 15-Nov
Pukerau School 9.30-11.30am Wed 30-Aug 27-Sep 25-Oct 22-Nov
Rimu School 10.30-11.30am Fri 1-Sep 29-Sep 27-Oct 24-Nov
Riversdale Com Centre 2.00pm-4pm Thu 17-Aug 14-Sep 12-Oct 9-Nov 7-Dec
Riversdale Com Centre 11am-12.30pm Thu 31-Aug 28-Sep 26-Oct 23-Nov
Riverton BUPA Village 2.00-4.00pm Thu 24-Aug 21-Sep 19-Oct 16-Nov
Roslyn Bush Playcentre 9.15-10.00am Tue 22-Aug 19-Sep 17-Oct 14-Nov
Ryal Bush Com Centre 2.30-4.00pm Fri 11-Aug 8-Sep 6-Oct 3-Nov 1-Dec
Te Tipua School 9.30-10.30am Fri 11-Aug 8-Sep 6-Oct 3-Nov 1-Dec
Thornbury School 1.00-2.00pm Wed 9-Aug 6-Sep 4-Oct 1-Nov 29-Nov
Tokanui School 9.30-11am Mon 14-Aug 11-Sep 9-Oct 6-Nov 4-Dec
Tokanui Main St 1.30-4.00pm Fri 25-Aug 22-Sep 20-Oct 17-Nov
Waianiwa Hall 3.00-4.00pm Wed 9-Aug 6-Sep 4-Oct 1-Nov 29-Nov
Waikaia Com Centre 10.15-11.30am Thu 17-Aug 14-Sep 12-Oct 9-Nov 7-Dec
Waikaia School 9.00-10.30am Thu 31-Aug 28-Sep 26-Oct 23-Nov
Waikaka Com Centre 2.00-4.00pm Wed 30-Aug 27-Sep 25-Oct 22-Nov
Waikawa Hall 10am-Noon Fri 25-Aug 22-Sep 20-Oct 17-Nov
Waimahaka Hall 11.30am-1.00pm Wed 23-Aug 20-Sep 18-Oct 15-Nov
Wallacetown Com Centre 9.00am-10.00am Wed 9-Aug 6-Sep 4-Oct 1-Nov 29-Nov
Wallacetown School 10.10am-11.30am Wed 9-Aug 6-Sep 4-Oct 1-Nov 29-Nov
Wendon Hall Noon-12.30pm Thu 17-Aug 14-Sep 12-Oct 9-Nov 7-Dec
Wendonside Hall 9.30-10.00am Thu 17-Aug 14-Sep 12-Oct 9-Nov 7-Dec
Woodlands School 2.00-4.00pm Mon 14-Aug 11-Sep 9-Oct 6-Nov 4-Dec

Woodlands Shop 2.00-4.00pm Tue 22-Aug 19-Sep 17-Oct 14-Nov

* denotes public holidays                  Southland District Libraries Ph: 0800 732 542  Email: winton.library@southlanddc.govt.nz
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BUILDING SOLUTIONS

SDC’s building solutions team have 
been on the road a lot lately. You 

might have seen them popping up in our 
area offices, or even the Home Show at 
Stadium Southland in July.

They’ve been out and about chatting to 
members of the public and answering 
questions about building issues.

Since May members of the team have 
been holding scheduled drop-in sessions 
at SDC’s area offices. These have given 
property owners, those planning a build 
and industry people more opportunities 
to have an informal one-on-one with 
building team members where they can 
seek advice about any issues they have.

Team members have been able to help 
people sign up to the Simpli online 
portal, which allows them to apply for 
building forms and consents, or field 
queries about existing consents. Anything 
relating to the building industry is a 
topic for a good conversation, providing 
the chance for customers to walk away 
with more understanding of the building 
process than they had before.

“We’re here to help,” says building 
solutions manager Julie Conradi.

The drop-in sessions have been well 
attended and proved to be a positive 
experience – for the public and the 
building team alike.

WE’RE HERE WE’RE HERE 
TOTO  HELPHELP

Julie admits after a tough few years 
during Covid lockdowns and their 
aftermath, and the requirement to 
work remotely, her team had been 
feeling a little disconnected, but 
getting out into the community again 
had lifted their spirits.

“I think the cool thing about it is I’ve 
noticed our team have been enjoying 
their roles more with this proactive 
engagement included as they really enjoy 
serving their community.

 “We’re seeing a lot of frustration in the 
community around the ‘red tape’ of 
legislation trying to get through building 
works, and there’s so much change 
happening at the moment.

“So the way we’re simplifying it is by 
educating and walking alongside people 
as they go through it.”

“Working together as a team with 
homeowners, builders, designers,” adds 
building co-ordinator team leader Jo Ward. 
“It’s a team effort to get your build done.”

Council’s stand at the Home Show 
proved to be a great platform for positive 
conversations with visitors and other 
standholders alike.

 “We had lots and lots of queries,” says 
Jo. “There were industry stands there as 
well and they were bringing customers 
over with questions for us.

“It was kind of that fun, friendly vibe where 
people felt comfortable to ask questions.”

Julie: “We got really good feedback from 
the Home Show. Staff were happy to 
answer questions, people were happy that 
we were out there.’’

Building team area office visits are 
scheduled as follows, but may be 
renotified as demand dictates.

WYNDHAM

13 September, 2-4pm;  
8 November, 2-4pm

WINTON

5 October, 10am-2pm

RIVERTON

14 September, 10am-2pm;  
16 November, 10am-2pm

OTAUTAU

22 August, 9am-3pm;  
24 October, 9am-3pm

LUMSDEN

27 September, 10am-2pm;  
29 November, 10am-2pm 

TE ANAU

11 October, 10.30am-2.30pm

STEWART ISLAND/RAKIURA

As required

Senior building control 
officer Scott Belesky 
(right) helps customers 
at a drop-in session at 
Riverton’s SDC office.



FOR ALL BUILDING FOR ALL BUILDING 
INQUIRIESINQUIRIES
To book a building inspection, contact us  
72 hours before you require an inspection.

Email: building-cs@southlanddc.govt.nz 

Book online: go to the SDC website and 
select ‘Request a building inspection 
online’ from the home page

Phone: 0800 732 732 

How it works

If you need an inspection on a Thursday, 
contact us no later than 5pm on the Monday 
beforehand, and preferably earlier than this. 
See the table.

Book inspection no 
later than 5pm on

Inspection day 
following booking 

Monday Thursday 

Tuesday Friday

Wednesday Monday

Thursday Tuesday 

Friday Wednesday 

SDC’s building solutions team receives a 
lot of communication. We highly value 
our contact with our customers, but so we 
can efficiently process and record it all we 
ask that all inquiries regarding inspection 
notices be emailed to us at:  
building-cs@southlanddc.govt.nz

AREA SEP OCT NOV DEC
Invercargill Office  
(car park)

None Wednesday, 4th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Wednesday 6th
11.30 – 12 noon

Otautau Office  
(at rear)

Tuesday 5th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Tuesday 7th
11.30 – 12 noon

None

Lumsden Railway  
(at rear)

Wednesday 6th
11.30 – 12 noon 

None Wednesday 8th
11.30 – 12 noon

None 

Riverton Office Thursday 7th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Thursday 9th
11.30 – 12 noon

None

Winton  
(Wemyss street)

None Tuesday, 3rd
11.30 – 12 noon

None Tuesday 5th
11.30 – 12 noon

Te Anau Office 
(at rear)

Thursday, 14th
11.30 – 12 noon 

None Thursday, 16th
11.30 – 12 noon  

None 

Wyndham Office 
(at rear)

None Tuesday 3rd
2.00 – 2.30 pm

None Tuesday 12th
2.00 – 2.30 pm

All dogs eligible to be registered with Southland District Council can be microchipped for free. 
All dogs must be registered by three months of age.

MICROCHIPPING TIMETABLEMICROCHIPPING TIMETABLE
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I f you’re planning a build, why not consider applying for a project 
information memorandum (PIM)?

Southland District Council building solutions manager Julie Conradi says 
that for $284 a PIM is an “absolutely awesome tool for anyone who wants 
to build”.

When requested, a PIM application is seen by multiple teams across SDC, 
who will then provide to the applicant all the relevant information that will 
be required to be considered and addressed by Council about the project. 

“There’s real value in doing this at the start 
of the building process,” Julie says.

A wealth of information is set out in the memorandum, from special 
land features such as erosion or subsidence, and details of nearby water 
supply, stormwater or wastewater (sewerage) utility systems, as well as any 
additional approvals that would be required in your build, for instance, 
through the Resource Management Act, Heritage New Zealand or Fire and 
Emergency New Zealand.

Council is required to issue the PIM in 20 working days of the application 
being received.

You can find out more information about project information 
memoranda here: southlanddc.govt.nz/home-and-property/building-
services/before-you-start/pim/

       P I M       P I M
– – an awesome toolan awesome tool
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Get social with your 
community board

Did you know we have nine Community Board Facebook 
pages to keep you up to date with all the happenings in your 
local board area?

Here is where you can get the latest up-to-date information 
on road closures, funding opportunities, water shutdowns, 
updates from your local community board, Make it Stick 
updates and more. 

By following your relevant community board page, you’ll get 
information right from the source.

Southland District Council
2 h

Like Comment

• Ardlussa Community Board 

• Fiordland Community Board 

• Oraka Aparima  
 Community Board 

• Oreti Community Board

• Northern Community Board 

• Stewart Island Rakiura  
 Community Board

• Tuatapere Te Waewae 
 Community Board 

• Waihopai Toetoe  
 Community Board 

• Wallace Takitimu  
 Community Board



Gorge Road …
with bells on!
The official unveiling of the 

Oteramika Church bell tower at 
Gorge Road on Friday 30 June was 
a fabulous community event and the 
fruition of around seven years  
of planning.

Children from Gorge Road School 
performed a beautiful waiata and 
anthem and a community lunch was 
put on by locals at the conclusion of 
the opening.

The following historical information 
was provided by Gay Munro:

The bell was donated to the Oteramika 
Presbyterian Church in mid-1920 by 
Mr A Miller in memory of his own 
son and other men from Oteramika 
and nearby districts who died in 
World War I. 

On the closing of the Oteramika 
Church in 2016, Ray Waghorn, chair 
of the then Gorge Road and Districts 
Community Development Area 
(CDA) sub-association, approached 
the presbytery to ask if they would 
allow the bell to stay in the community. 
Fellow CDA members Mark Hamill 
and George Kevern received the bell at 
that time.

A number of different plans were 
considered before the simple but 
striking design at the Gorge Road War 
Memorial corner was chosen, with the 
cost being covered by a grant allocated 
from Waihopai Toetoe Ward funds.

Signage to describe the origins of 
the bell was done with the donated 
assistance of Ian Trainor, from Maiden 
Stone Monumental Masons, along with 
organising a display cabinet for the 
original wooden plaque. Funding from 
the Toi Tois Tokanui Lions Club helped 
to cover the signage cost.

Many people and organisations 
contributed to the completion of 
the project, and are owed a huge 
debt of thanks.

They include JK’s Engineering, 
of Invercargill, for designing, 
making and erecting the bell 
tower structure. Local community 
members Brian McFaul, Donal 
McCallum, Gavin McCabe, Sean 
Nicol and George Kevern initially 
prepared the site, and Mark Hamill 
got the bell ringing again. 

Thanks to Southland District 
Council staff Karen Purdue and 
Brendan Gray, councillors Julie Keast 
and Paul Duffy and the Waihopai 
Toetoe Community Board.

Ray Waghorn, Brian 
McMath and Gay Munro at 
the bell tower opening.

Gorge Road School pupils performed a 
waiata and the national anthem.

Former CDA 
chair Ray 
Waghorn 
speaks at the 
opening of the 
Gorge Road 
bell tower.
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Southland District Council has a variety 
of funding options available to assist 

community projects and initiatives.

More information can be found in the 
Council or the Community & facilities 
section on our website  
www.southlanddc.govt.nz  

The Community Partnership Fund is 
administered by our nine community boards. 
Applications closing on 31 August are for 
the Northern, Oraka Aparima, Tuatapere Te 
Waewae and Wallace Takitimu community 
board areas. 

Applications closing on 30 September 2023 
are for the Oreti, Ardlussa and Fiordland 
community board areas. 

Applications for the Waihopai Toetoe 
Community Board close on 15 September 
with Stewart Island/Rakiura Community 
Board applications closing on 31 October. 
Application forms and criteria are available at 
www.southlanddc.govt.nz/cpf   

Funding options available 
for community projects

Applications for the following funding 
options all close on 30 September:

• for projects of a larger scale that  
 benefit the whole region, or at  
 least two community board  
 areas, the District Initiatives  
 Fund supports the development  
 and implementation of initiatives

• local arts initiatives can benefit  
 from Creative Communities  
 funding, while the Ohai Railway  
 Fund provides grants and loans  
 for the benefit of residents of the  
 former board area

• junior school and club sports  
 teams (children age 5-18) could  
 be eligible for the Sport NZ  
 Rural Travel Fund to help  
 subsidise transport costs to games 
 when competing regularly in a  
 local competition.

Nominations are now open for the 
annual Southland District Council 
community service awards.

Designed to recognise outstanding 
contributions, it’s a fantastic opportunity 
to honour and celebrate those people in 
our communities who truly go the extra 
mile to make a difference.

Community members may nominate an 
individual or group who have provided 
a significant contribution to their 
community board area through leadership, 
volunteering or community service.

Nominees’ contributions could be in the 
education, youth, health, sport, heritage, 
art, culture or the environment.

Nominations close on 30 September 
2023. Southland’s nine community 
boards will then consider any 
nominations received and allocate up to 
two community service awards from their 
respective areas.

Nomination forms are available from 
SDC offices or online at  
www.southlanddc.govt.nz/community-
and-facilities/community-service-awards/ 
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Southland District Council has 
a range of scholarships and 
grants available for residents of 
Southland District. 

Full details, criteria and application 
forms are available on our website:

southlanddc.govt.nz > My Council 
> Funding & Grants

For more information on any of 
these funds and scholarships, call 
Kathryn Cowie on 0800 732 732.

SDC GRANT 
FUNDING 

Contact us

District libraries:    0800 732 542 
All offices:          0800 732 732 @ funding@southlanddc.govt.nz 

southlanddc.govt.nz

SDC Scholarships/
Bursaries

Valmai Robertson 
Arts Scholarship
Contestable fund of up to  
$2,500 annually.  
Applications close 20 December.   

Stewart Island/Rakiura Visitor Levy Fund 
Available to support activities and facilities for the benefit of visitors to Stewart 
Island; and activities and facilities that mitigate the adverse effects of visitors 
on the environment. Applications close 31 March each year.Northern Southland 

Development Fund
Available for the development 
of initiatives which benefit the 
residents of the Northern Southland 
Development Fund area (represented 
by the Southland District Council 
Five Rivers ward and the Dipton 
Community Levy area). Applications 
close 31 March.

Sport NZ – Rural Travel Fund 
Available to assist with transport expenses associated with 
participating in regular local competitions. Ages 5-19.

Applications close 31 March and 30 September.

Community 
Partnership Fund 

Administered by each of the nine 
community boards and available 
to support projects in their 
respective areas. Closing dates 
and application forms can be 
found online at  
southlanddc.govt.nz/cpf.

Creative Communities
Available for arts and cultural projects and 
initiatives which stimulate and  
strengthen local arts activity  
and participation.
Applications close 31 March and  
30 September. 

Ohai Railway Fund 

Available for residents of the 
former Ohai Railway Board 
area, for the development of 
community facilities, programmes 
and other activities, tertiary 
education and employment 
training. Applications close 31 
March and 30 September.

SDC Eric Hawkes 
Memorial Outward 
Bound  Scholarship
Two scholarships in this category: 
one for 18 to 26 years and one for 
27 years and over. Applications 
close 20 December.

Other  
opportunities

Centennial Bursary 
Two scholarships valued at 
$2,000 each, awarded annually.  
Applications close 20 December.

District Initiatives Fund
Available for projects of a larger scale which benefit the whole 
region, or at least two community board areas. Applications close 
on 31 March and 30 September.

John Beange Fund
Available to support recognised community 
groups or organisations and individuals 
within the Wyndham area, or for projects for 
the benefit of residents within the Wyndham 
area. Eligible purposes include assistance 
occasioned by age, illness, congenital defect, 
accident or other misfortune, as well as the 
advancement of education and learning. 
Applications for 2021 close on 31 March.
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Grant helps Grant helps 
Diaz onto Diaz onto 
world stage world stage 
D iaz McKay has deep roots in 

Nightcaps but in June she was 
taking on the    world in Mexico.

Diaz was the recipient of a grant from 
the Ohai Railway Fund in March, which 
helped her to represent New Zealand 
at the Under-21 World Water Ski 
championships in Chapala, Mexico.

Although the 19-year-old now lives 
in Christchurch, her family is long 
established in the Ohai/Nightcaps area.

Her grandparents are Ian and Relda 
McKay. Relda’s father was Sam McRae, 
a southern transport pioneer who was 
inducted in the New Zealand Road 
Transport Hall of Fame in 2022. Ian’s 
parents were Allan and Annie McKay 
(nee Booth), who brought up their five 
children in Nightcaps. 

As well as being a top-class athlete, Diaz 

has been a rising star of water skiing 
since 2016, when she finished third in 
the junior girls’ section at her first New 
Zealand championships.

She got into competitive water skiing 
when she was about 11 years old, 
competing at her first nationals at the age 
of 12.  

“My dad was a competitive water skier 
and I followed him around the local 
tournaments,” she says. 

She competed overseas several times 
before being selected as one of five 
members of the New Zealand team for 
the world under-21 event earlier this year.

Diaz is very grateful for the support of 
the Ohai Railway Fund in helping her to 
achieve her dream.

“My grandmother Relda suggested that 
I apply to the Ohai Railway Fund as 
we have strong family ties with the area 
with both Relda and my grandfather Ian 
growing up in Nightcaps.”

She says the application process for the 
fund was straightforward and an honour 
to receive.

“I wanted to reach out to you guys 
and thank you very much for your 
support and generous donation to help 
me achieve one of my biggest goals of 
skiing at the world under-21 water ski 
championships in Chapala, Mexico. 

“I travelled from New Zealand to Florida 
in late May, where I trained for three 
weeks with the world-class coach Kyle 
Eade at SkiFluid, Florida. 

“Training in Florida certainly helped 
propel me forward getting competition 
ready for the under-21 worlds,” Diaz 
says. “I really did enjoy the warm water 
and facilities that they have over there.

“We then travelled from Florida to 
Chapala, Mexico, where we had a few 
days of practise sets on the lake that the 
championships were being held on. This 
was crucial training due to the lake being 
very slippery, which is very different to 
any other lake I have ever skied at.”

Competition was on the man-made lake 
Boca Laguna, which has hosted many 
international events.

“I skied a personal best in the slalom 
event with a placing 27th out of 40 
girls from all over the world,” Diaz said. 
“Competing for my first time on the 
world stage this was a better result than I 
ever could have imagined. 

“This wouldn’t have been possible 
without your help and support so thank 
you once again.”

McKay has exciting plans ahead.

“Now that I have represented New 
Zealand I would love to be able to share 
my love of water skiing to others all 
around the world to encourage them to 
take up competitive water skiing. The 
possibilities of where this can take me is 
exciting for my future.”

At the time of writing, Diaz was coaching 
water skiing at a summer camp in Maine, 
United States.

Diaz McKay shows her paces 
on the man-made lake at Boca 
Laguna, Mexico.

Diaz McKay at 
Boca Laguna.


