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W ith a new mayor elected for 
Southland district, six new 
faces around the Council table 

and a host of new community board 
members, the local elections in October 
signalled change.

This was a recurring theme throughout 
the Southland region, as well as nationally.

In Southland alone, Rob Scott was 
elected mayor of Southland district, 
narrowly beating Geoffrey Young and 
former mayor Gary Tong; Nobby Clark 
ousted long-serving Invercargill mayor 
Sir Tim Shadbolt; and 23-year-old Ben 
Bell became the youngest mayor in 
New Zealand history when he unseated 
Gore incumbent Tracy Hicks in another 
perilously close contest.

There was an anxious wait for the three 
highest-polling Southland district mayoral 
candidates while special votes were counted 
in Christchurch, until the final results were 
released on Thursday 13 October.

A spokesman for electoral services 
provider Electionz.com said there 
had been delays with the Electoral 
Commission validating special votes.

There had also been a number of 
very close elections, including four 
mayoralties, which meant they needed 
to take extra time with their counting, 
as well as many close councillor and 
community board votes.

The final voter return in Southland 
district was 47.62% (10,017 votes),  with 
Rob Scott receiving 2,485 votes, Geoffrey 
Young 2,446, and Gary Tong 2,440.

Mayor Scott said shortly after the final 
results were announced he was ecstatic 
with the result. 

“I’m over the moon and also humbled 
in the trust and confidence that has 
been placed in me by the voters to 
serve Southland.

“I am looking forward to working with 
the councillors and the community 
boards to do Southland proud,” he said.  
“My number one goal is to do my best 
for the district.”

Council’s governance legal manager 
Robyn Rout says voter turnout was 
slightly ahead of the previous election in 
2019, which was a positive.

“Some areas, like Stewart Island, had a 
great turnout.”

Visibility was higher for this election, 
she believed, with election flags placed at 
voting sites and the cross-council regional 
Vote Murihiku campaign helping to 
increase public awareness and interest.

“It was quite innovative to align with 
the other territorial authorities and 
Environment Southland. Having 
that relationship between staff at 
the different councils created good 
learning opportunities. It was nice to 
have that support.”

Robyn says she was impressed with SDC’s 
customer support staff. “They were great. I 
enjoyed their professionalism.”

“Some staff went above and beyond on 
the last day to drive special votes out to 
the regions to make sure people could 
vote if they wanted to.”

Robyn says it was “really cool” to see 
a flood of nominations coming in 
towards the end of the nomination 
period. For instance, 15 people put 
their names forward for the Tuatapere 

Te Waewae Community Board, where 
there were six vacancies.

There are three community board 
elections where there were insufficient 
numbers of candidates standing to fill all 
the available positions, and by-elections 
will be required for these. The boards 
are Ardlussa, Northern and Stewart 
Island/Rakiura.

The timeline of by-elections is prescribed 
in section 138A of the Local Electoral 
Act 2001.

Nominations for the vacant 
community board positions close on 
Thursday 22 December.

Voting will begin on Monday 23 January 
2023 and close on Friday 17 February, 
the earliest date possible under the act.

Southland District Council chief 
executive Cameron McIntosh says in 
his view the election went as well as it 
could have, “given the size of the district, 
and the logistical challenges” of getting 
votes collected and transported to 
Christchurch, where they were counted 
by SDC’s electoral service providers 
electionz.com.

“I do wonder, though, whether the 
postal-based voting system is still fit for 
purpose in an age where mail volumes 
are dropping and delivery cycles are 
contracting accordingly.

“Due to the timing of flights out of 
Invercargill, we had to courier votes to 
connect with flights out of Dunedin 
and Queenstown.

“This was better than putting somebody 
on a plane to Auckland, like we had to 
do last time.

“Perhaps it’s time for the government to 
query whether they would be happy to 
run a national election by post.”
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COMMUNITY BOARDS
WALLACE TAKITIMU COMMUNITY BOARD

Tony Philpott, Edwin Mabonga, Colin Lawry, Bridget Mason, Lester Wilson, Gretchen Wilson

ORAKA APARIMA COMMUNITY BOARD

Neil Linscott, Eve Welch, Michael Weusten, Alby Buchanan, Troy Holiday, Emma Gould

TUATAPERE TE WAEWAE COMMUNITY BOARD

Blayne De Vries, Anne Horrell, Paula Mckenzie, Wayne Edgerton, Jo Sanford, Marilyn Parris

WAIHOPAI TOETOE COMMUNITY BOARD

John McIntyre, Pamela Yorke, Emily Butters, George Stevenson, Denise Fodie, Andrea Straith, Fiona McCabe

ORETI COMMUNITY BOARD 

Hokonui Community Subdivision: Colin Smith

Midlands Community Subdivision: Chris Herud, Katie Allan, Philip Dobson, Dave Diack

Makarewa Community Subdivision: Tracey Kenney, Karen Maw

NORTHERN COMMUNITY BOARD 

Parawa-Fairlight Subdivision: Pam Naylor

West Dome Subdivision: Lance Hellewell, Sonya Taylor

Mid Dome Subdivision: Carolyn Smith, Gregory Tither.  A by-election to fill the 
remaining vacancy will be held.  

FIORDLAND COMMUNITY BOARD

Diane Holmes, Nick Robertson, Julie Burgess, Marilyn Hunter, Kate Norris, Luke Thomas

ARDLUSSA COMMUNITY BOARD

Richard Clarkson, Ray Dickson, Chris Dillon, Clarke Horrell, Hilary Kelso.  A by-election to fill the remaining vacancy will be held.

STEWART ISLAND/RAKIURA COMMUNITY BOARD

Aaron Conner, Rakiura Herzhoff, Aaron Joy, Daniel Meads.  A by-election to fill the remaining vacancy will be held.
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Swinging into action: Southland 
District Mayor Rob Scott’s first 
weeks in the role have been pretty 
hectic so it’s great to see there’s still 
time for some light-hearted fun as 
demonstrated on our front cover. 

A joint initiative between Southland 
District Council and the Oreti Community 
Board, the revamped Dipton Playground 
opened for enjoyment in September 
and is proving popular with both local 
residents and Southland families and 
visitors travelling through the township.



MAYOR ROB SCOTT

You could say that at a young age I 
fell for the quarter-acre dream for a 
hundred grand. Back then I never 

thought that one day I’d be sitting in this 
seat, as Mayor of Southland District.

I was born in South Africa. My family 
moved to New Zealand when I was eight. 
Initially we were in Auckland, but we 
spent a couple of years in Gore, where I 
fell in love with the South Island. 

It was quite funny. When we were about 
to head south I said to my parents 
“there’s no way I’m leaving Auckland, 
I’m not going to Gore.” Eventually they 
twisted my arm to go with them to Gore.

After a couple of years when they were 
about to leave Gore to head back to 
Auckland, I said “I’m not going to 
Auckland, I’m staying in Gore”.

Of course, the same thing happened and 
I ended up going with my parents back 
to Auckland for a while. I went to Otago 
University before I got a corporate gig 
working in the rat race in Wellington. 
But I always had this itch to come back 
south, to a nice small rural town in 
Southland. That was the dream.

I looked for a place that had the right level 
of infrastructure so that my wife Jane and 
I could set up our own business, Canvart, 
printing photos on canvas. We just needed 
a reasonable internet connection and 
access to freight and couriers.

I picked Lumsden. That was in 2006, 
and we’ve never looked back. It’s been a 
wonderful place for us to bring up our 
kids, Levi, 12, and Mia, 7.

Later, we saw a bit of a hole in the 
market and we opened Route 6 Café and 
Bar in 2011.

I got into local government not for the 
politics side of it, but more to try to do 
some good for our community. Lumsden 
was starting to go backwards and there were 
a lot of shops closing. I thought I’d try to 
be a part of the solution to turn it around.

One of the well-respected locals 
suggested I have a go at standing for 
the community board, which I didn’t 
know much about then. I put my name 
forward and ended up getting the most 
votes, and the board decided I would 
be the chair. I’d never been to a meeting 
before and now I had to chair one!

That was the start of the journey. I’ve 
found it really rewarding. 

One of the drawcards of coming to a 
small rural town is that you can become 
accepted, like part of the furniture. You’re 
not just a number. You know your locals. 

It’s easy to be anonymous in Wellington. 
You can’t be anonymous in a small town 
– especially when you become mayor!

I like the connection of living in 
Southland, the whole relaxed lifestyle. 
I was in a store in Winton and went to 
pay and the guy behind the counter said, 
“don’t worry about it, you’re in Lumsden, 
right? We’ll send you the bill.” This guy 
didn’t know me from a bar of soap. Sure 
enough, the bill arrived in the mailbox, 
addressed to “Rob Scott, Lumsden!”

You know you’ve picked the right place 
to live when there’s that kind of trust.

One thing that was quite apparent 
during the election campaign is there’s 
a disconnection between Council and 
the community. We all need to take 
ownership as elected members to build 
that bridge and rebuild trust. Trust is the 
key word. You can’t buy it. You have to 
earn it.

Irrespective of the national or global 
environment there’s still a cool 
opportunity for us to do some really 
good things in the district. 

The new Council is such a cool team. 
There’s a lot of diversity around the table.

I think there’s an appetite in this Council 
to do things a little differently. I’d like 
to cut through some of the red tape. 
Sometimes things get done a certain way 
because that’s the way they’ve always been 
done. I want to ask the questions, “why 
are we doing this? Do we need to do it? If 
not, let’s get rid of it.”

I’d love Council to have a reputation as 
being an enabler. We do have to abide by 
legislation, but we have a role to protect 
the ratepayer.

As mayor I do respect the tradition and 
some of the formality that comes with 
the role, but I’m quite comfortable being 
called Rob. It does feel a bit weird being 
called “your worship”.

What encouraged me to stand for mayor 
is the number of staff who care about what 
they do and care about the community. 
There’s a really nice atmosphere here and it 
makes me feel positive.

We’re all a part of the Southland District 
Council family – the elected members 
who make up our governance team, and 
our operational staff.

My goal is to have the community board 
members also saying, “we are SDC” – to 
be proud of the organisation and wearing 
the logo.

I see my role as mayor as working with 

the 12 
councillors 
and 54 
community 
board 
members to 
get the best out 
of them, utilising 
the skills we have 
around all those tables. 
There’s a wealth of knowledge 
and experience there. There’s a lot we can 
do to shape the district.

I’d like us to move more Council meetings 
out of Invercargill and into the district.

You can read something in an agenda 
in Invercargill and make a decision on 
it, or you can go out into the district 
and experience the decision that you’re 
making. I think there will be decisions  
we make that will be far better if we’re in 
the community where the effect will be 
felt after seeing for ourselves what needs 
to be done.

The people down here are so cool. 
Southlanders always punch above their 
weight. There’s resilience here, and 
creativity – and people are so humble. 
No-one blows their own trumpet. They 
just roll up their sleeves and get things 
done. The community spirit is so alive.

The ownership people take in their 
own communities is inspiring. There 
are community halls that were built by 
the people in the community for the 
community. Then they planted forestry 
to ensure the maintenance of the halls 
was taken care of. There was some great 
foresight in those earlier days.

We don’t have to lose sight of those values 
or that work ethic. There’s always a way 
to incorporate them into the new way of 
doing things and I believe it’s by focusing 
on localism. You get that ownership. I 
think if there are ways to do work locally 
we should be exploring those.

There’s a balancing act to be performed 
in our procurement process, for sure. 
The workstream Council has got is huge. 
There are hundreds of projects going on 
in communities throughout the district. 

Packaging projects to create efficiencies and 
economy of scale makes sense to an extent, 
but we mustn’t lose sight of the value of 
local input. Why shouldn’t we have a local 
rugby club mowing lawns? That money 
goes back into the community.

I believe we need to look back to be able 
to move forward. Let’s not lose sight of 
who we are as Southlanders as we face 
the challenges ahead together.
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Member of  the New 
Zealand Order of  Merit
Mark Robertson Sutton (Te Anau), 
for services to conservation

Mr Sutton has been at the forefront 
of  fisheries and wildlife habitat 
enhancement in Southland, particularly 
the Waiau Catchment, for 45 years.

Mr Sutton is currently a contracted Field 
Officer for the Waiau Fisheries and 
Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Trust and 
a Regional Representative for the Queen 
Elizabeth II National Trust (QEII) since 
2004. He began as a Field Officer for 
the Southland Acclimatisation Society in 
1977, transitioning to Fish and Game in 
1990, then The Waiau Trust in 1997. He 

has been a Board member for the New 
Zealand Game Bird Habitat Trust since 
2015 and the Mid Dome Wilding Trees 
Charitable Trust from 2010 to 2016. 
He has worked alongside landowners 
and farm managers to enable them to 
enhance biodiversity on their properties, 
improving land management, water 
quality and public access to waterways. 

Queen’s Service Medal
Winifred (Wini) Solomon (Riverton), 
for services to Māori culture  
and heritage

Mrs Solomon (Te Arawa) has taught the 
art of  raranga or flax weaving for more 
than 40 years, passing her knowledge 
through generations.

Raranga is a plaiting technique using 
your fingers, brought to New Zealand 
by the first Pacific settlers and was used 
to make practical items for survival such 
as rope, fishing nets and baskets. Mrs 
Solomon has been using this technique 
to create korowai (cloaks), piupiu (skirts), 
kete (baskets) and patterned wall panels 
called tukutuku, for the local marae. She 
was a tutor of  raranga with Te Wananga 
o Aotearoa, based at the Southland 
Institute of  Technology, for 10 years. 
She has taught students at local marae, 
community centres, schools, and with 
children’s holiday programmes. She 
teaches the protocols of  tikanga Māori 
practices associated with gathering, 
using and disposing of  leftover flax and 
appropriate karakia and waiata. 
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Ann Robbie has dedicated most of 
her life to honouring the south’s 
war heroes and now she has been 

bestowed a medal of her own.

On behalf of King Charles III, 
Southland District Mayor Gary Tong 
presented Mrs Robbie with her Queen’s 
Service Medal for service to historical 
research at a special ceremony attended 
by around 100 invited guests at the 
Winton Memorial Hall.

Over the past 30 years, Mrs Robbie has 
devoted countless hours and her own 
resources to the discovery and restoration 
of more than 400 war memorials 
throughout the province, ranging from 
large public cenotaphs to gates to small 
memorial boards.

Without her efforts, many would have 
been lost forever. Instead, each has been 
catalogued into Southland’s Kia Mate 
Toa database to ensure its preservation 
for future generations.

Mayor Tong says Mrs Robbie’s work had 
saved an incredible amount of history 
which should never be forgotten. 

“It has taken a quite remarkable 
investment of her own time, tenacity 

Community stalwart  
Ann Robbie receives QSM 

and money to ensure these significant 
community artefacts have been preserved 
so that future generations will not forget 
the sacrifices of those brave Southlanders 
who served in wartime,” he says.

For more than 45 years, Mrs Robbie 
has provided her services as a bagpiper 
at Anzac Day services and funerals 
throughout Southland.

She has tutored young pipers in the City 

Former Southland District Mayor Gary Tong pins the Queen’s Service Medal on Ann Robbie at a 
special investiture ceremony in Winton. Photo: Tina McGregor

of Invercargill Highland Pipe Band and 
played with the Winton and Districts 
and Waimatuku Pipe Bands.

Last December, Mrs Robbie received 
two awards for many years of service 
to Southland communities - the 
inaugural Our Southlander Award and 
a Community Service Award from the 
Wallace Takitimu Community Board.
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It’s the end of  another 
year and the beginning 
of  another three years 
of  working hard for the 

communities of  Southland district.

As I write this we have been 
welcoming your newly elected 
councillors and community board 
members to the Southland District 
Council whānau.

In a departure from tradition, the 
inaugural meeting of  the new-look 
Council that will help to guide us 
through the next triennium was 
held at Colac Bay’s Takutai o Te Tītī 
Marae. It was a lovely occasion and 
we were warmly welcomed by the 
Oraka Aparima runanga.

Six new councillors and a new mayor 
were sworn in and while the process 
of  inducting newly elected and 
returning members is a serious and 
sometimes solemn business there was 
a quite relaxed feeling in the room.  

I extend my thanks to all those who 
served in the previous triennium 
and who either chose to step down 
or were not returned in the October 
local elections. I’m grateful for all 
those who put their names forward 
in these elections, whether or not you 
were elected. You all played your part 
in the democratic process, and it was 
very pleasing to note that a greater 
number of  people voted this year 
than three years ago.

This is a sign that people care about 
the welfare of  their communities and 
are interested in influencing their 
outcomes, and I’m optimistic about 
the next three years. There is certainly 
a lot of  change ahead.

One of  the critical issues we all face 
is climate change.

A NIWA assessment carried out in 
2018 pointed to a number of  changes 
that will have a dramatic effect on 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE CAMERON McINTOSH

the way we live and work in Southland. 
The study predicted that Southland’s 
temperature will generally rise up to 1 
degree Celsius by 2040, and up to 3°C 
by 2090.

It projected the number of  hot days 
(above 25°C) and heatwave days will 
increase, and there will be a long-term 
increase in rainfall. 

Not the least of  the projections was 
a sea level rise of  0.3 metres by 2040, 
increasing to 0.9m by 2090. Clearly, 
this would have a drastic impact on 
coastal communities.

In recognition of  the enormity of  
what lies ahead we are working towards 
reducing greenhouse emissions from 
our operations, and this year we created 
a new role, climate change lead. You 
can read more about this on page 11.

Looking back over the past 12 
months it’s fair to say 2022 has been 
quite extraordinary.

We’ve come out the other side of  
two years of  pandemic lockdowns 
and restrictions but the reality is 
Covid hasn’t gone away and we are all 
now learning to live with it and the 
challenges it continues to present.

Communities hit hardest by the 
prolonged absence of  overseas visitors 
are working extremely hard to recover. 
In Te Anau, people are working day and 
night to keep their community running.

Supply chain holdups and product 
shortages, particularly in the building 
industry, are a fact of  life now. 
Rising costs of  materials used in the 
maintenance of  our infrastructure, 
particularly roads, are a fact of  life 
now too.

We are looking hard at what we can 
afford to do in the coming years. There 
is no doubt our financial budgets will 
be squeezed. It costs more to do the 
same amount of  work we’ve been 
doing until now and our newly elected 

members will have some incredibly 
difficult decisions to make.

But that’s for another day.

Today, I would like to thank my staff  
who have performed incredibly well 
during a somewhat trying year and 
kept focused on the job at hand, 
which is to work together with our 
communities for a better Southland.

We live in a strong 
and resilient part of 
the world. I’m proud 
to be leading this 
organisation as we 
look forward to the 
challenges of another 
busy year.
I hope you all have the chance to 
spend some relaxing quality time 
with family and friends over the 
Christmas-New Year period.

See you in 2023.
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Have you ever wondered what our district reserves would look like if 
pests weren’t controlled in our recreational areas?  

Who ya gonna call?
PESTBUSTERS! 



9

Our native animals such as the 
beloved kiwi would be extinct, 
our native plants, bushes 

and landscapes would be damaged and 
disease would spread easily throughout 
our unique landscapes. 

Thankfully, our reserves and recreational 
areas don’t look like that, and credit 
goes to hard working, dedicated 
environmental and conservation groups 
such as Aparima Pestbusters, who control 
the pests in Mores Reserve in Riverton. 

Aparima Pestbusters was set up in 
October 2002 by three Riverton men, 
Warrick McCallum, Allan Broomfield 

and Jim Dixon. They now have a group 
of around 20 dedicated volunteers. 

One of the volunteers in the group, Don 
Goodhue, who has been involved with 
Aparima Pestbusters after undertaking 
pest eradication in the wider Southland 
district since 2005, has been showing 
Southland District Council’s open spaces 
planner Bridget Elliott the ropes (or 
rather, bait lines) in an effort to create an 
awareness of the ongoing projects and 
attract volunteers to become involved in 
their works. 

The main focus of Aparima Pestbusters 
is to restore Mores Reserve through 

control of rats and possums, in the hope 
of getting native birds to return to the 
area. In the past, weed control and native 
planting in Mores Reserve was a priority 
for the group. For many years the group 
also ran a magpie trapping programme.

One of the ways they have been 
doing this is through setting bait 
lines throughout Mores Reserve. 
Earlier in the year Council and 
Environment Southland jointly funded 
the replacement of 400 bait stations 
and volunteers have spent the winter 
installing these. The group spent 160 
hours of their own time setting these up.
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Southland District Council has a memorandum of understanding with Aparima Pestbusters, meaning they can carry out 
their works in SDC reserves. We thank them for all their hard work.

A recent addition that makes the lives of the 
pestbusters easier is a new app called Trap NZ, 
which allows tracking while in the bush and 
navigation to the next bait station. Trap NZ, which 
is used throughout the country, comes from funding 
on behalf of the Predator Free 2050 initiative. 

Until we did this upgrade project, it was all in 
notebooks. We can do management reports for 
bait stations, traps and species. It gives you a lot 
more management,” Don says.

Council was recently given a bait line to monitor, 
which includes bait stations using both palettes 
and blocks. “They smell like chocolate but will give 
you more than a guts-ache if you ate them.”

In recent years, Aparima Pestbusters has had to 
implement a health and safety plan. They found 
there were more risks with using bait than with 
traps, which is what most community groups use. 

“A big part of the health and safety plan has to do 
with issues due to toxins. We were quite fortunate. 
One of our volunteers in a previous life was the 
one who did the licensing for 1080.”

Since being set up, Aparima Pestbusters has been 
operating as an informal group. They are now keen 
to take the pest management work they do beyond 
Mores Reserve and into the Riverton community. 
With this in mind, work is under way to establish 
a charitable trust. Plans for the future include 
backyard trapping and targeting other pest species 
such as stoats.

Testement to the amazing job Aparima Pestbusters 
have done at protecting the area of Mores 
Reserve, in November they won the Environment 
Southland Environmental Action in Biodiversity 
and Biosecurity Award. 

Bridget says she is looking forward to the 
future relationship with Council and Aparima 
Pestbusters.

“It’s been great watching this well-established 
group evolve over the past couple of years. They 
have put countless hours of work over the years 
into doing the bait lines and are now thinking 
more strategically into the future of this project. 

“We are super excited to 
continue to work with the 
Aparima Pestbusters and now 
SDC have even adopted some 
bait lines of our own.” Aparima Pestbusters volunteer 

Don Goodhue with SDC open 
spaces planner Bridget Elliott.
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organisation to identify at-risk 
communities and help them to prepare 
for and adapt to climate change effects.

Our own actions will determine how 
successful we are in responding to climate 
change. There are many things we can do 
on daily basis to reduce emissions so that 
we also contribute to ease climate change. 

“Environmentally friendly and nature-
conscious actions will automatically help 
to mitigate climate change,” Buddika says. 
“These can vary from recycling of waste to 
shutting off unnecessary lights. 

“Businesses around the globe have 
adopted many strategies from green 
procurement to using one-side papers for 
printing/photocopying to minimise paper 
waste. Simple small actions can make a big 
impact.” 

Addressing climate change relies on efforts 
from local and central governments, 
Buddika says.

“In Southland specifically, we need to 
find ways to strengthen the resilience of 
our infrastructure, such as stormwater 
facilities. Drinking water supply should 

be equipped to address the increased 
drought risk predicted to central and 
northern parts of the district.

“There is a responsibility 
from the central and local 
governments to create an 
enabling environment for 

the communities to give their 
contribution. For instance, we 

cannot ask the communities 
to use public transport 

more to reduce 

Southland District Council is 
adopting a two-pronged approach 
to respond to the looming climate 

crisis the world is facing, climate change. 

On one hand Council is taking measures 
to help prepare our communities in 
the best way possible. On the other 
hand, Council is on a mission to reduce 
the greenhouse gas emissions from 
Council operations and to play our part 
in achieving Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
carbon neutrality by 2050.  

To achieve this SDC has created a new 
role, climate change lead, which has 
been filled by a highly experienced 
professional, Buddika Hapuarachchi. 

Originally from Sri Lanka, Buddika has 
come to New Zealand with his family 
and settled in the deep south. Buddika 
has worked previously for the United 
Nations, where he was leading climate 
change and environment portfolios and 
interventions in Sri Lanka.

So how will climate change affect 
Southland? First of all, global warming-
induced sea-level rise will 
inundate low-lying 
coastal areas; wet areas 
of the district will 
experience more 
rainfall, meaning a 
greater flood risk; 
and dry areas will be 
drier, so there will be 
more droughts. It is 
our responsibility as a 
local government 

Tackling climate 
change head on

carbon emissions without improving 
the public transport facilities.” 

For Southland district 
communities, “there can 
be lots to learn from the 
indigenous communities, 
tangata whenua, Māori. 
Te ao Māori is all about 
our interactions with 
nature. It is also about 
the repercussions of the 
environmental pressures, 
that there’s a limit, and if 
you go past that limit there 
will be repercussions.” 
SDC, together with other councils 
in the region, is already conducting 
LiDAR surveys to generate more 
accurate maps, digital elevation models, 
that can be used in risk assessments. 
Shorelines are already being mapped to 
identify the risk of coastal inundation. 
As an organisation, Council is also 
coming up with plans to reduce 
emissions that will contribute to the 
national emissions reduction targets. 
The climate change strategy will capture 
all these things. 

This new role ultimately relies 
on collective actions from every 
council department and help from 
communities that will in turn help our 
district as a whole. 

Buddika says the most encouraging 
thing is the support and leadership 
from Council’s governance and senior 
management to push the climate 
agenda forward to prepare ourselves to 
respond to the climate crisis. They have 
recognised that climate change is real.

Buddika 
Hapuarachchi
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WHAT IS THE NATIONAL POLICY STATEMENT FOR HIGHLY 
PRODUCTIVE LAND?

The National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land (NPS-HPL) is 
a piece of policy direction developed under the Resource Management Act 
1991 (RMA) protecting highly productive land from being fragmented 
and lost due to urban growth and rural lifestyle blocks. The outcome of 
the NPS is to enable mainly primary production activities, for example 
agricultural, pastoral, horticultural and forestry on highly productive land.   

The NPS-HPL comes into legal effect on 17 October 2022. This means 
that from 17 October 2022 private plan changes or council-initiated plan 
changes, as well as resource consents lodged with Council must give effect 
to the new policy direction.  

WHAT IS HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE LAND?

Highly productive land is defined as land that has been mapped and  
included within a regional plan. However, until the mapping process 
has been completed by the Regional Council, highly productive land is 
defined as LUC 1 -3 on the Land Use Capability Classification system 
which has been known for some time. A mapping system has been 
developed to identify productive land: http://devmaps.southlanddc.govt.
nz/HighProductiveLand/#

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR SOUTHLAND?

The NPS-HPL has significant impacts on the Southland district because 
highly productive land (LUC 1- 3) extends throughout the majority of the 
Southland plains.  Whilst the NPS-HPL seeks to support rural activities in 
general, it actively discourages rural lifestyle development. This is because 
rural lifestyle blocks are considered to fragment larger tracks of land and thus 
reduce the productive capacity of the land for primary production purposes.       

The policy framework of the NPS-HPL is 
prescriptive and directs Council to:

 - Map highly productive land and include 
 this in the district plan along with  
 relevant objectives and policies

 - Prioritise and support the use of highly  
 productive land for primary production

 - Avoid the rezoning of highly productive 
 land to an urban, commercial or  
 industrial zone except under certain  
 circumstances  

 - Avoid the rezoning of highly productive 
 land to rural lifestyle except under  
 certain circumstances

 - Avoid the subdivision of highly productive 
 land except under certain circumstances.

 - Manage reverse sensitivity effects so as to  
 not constrain primary production  
 activities on highly productive land.   

WHAT ARE THE ‘CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES’?

Under certain circumstances particular 
activities can occur on highly productive 
land, however, Council must be assured 
the alternative use or development:

 - Minimises or mitigates any actual loss or 
 potential cumulative loss of the  
 availability and productive capacity of  
 the highly productive land  

 - Avoids if possible, potential reverse  
 sensitivity effects on land based  
 primary production from the use  
 or development. The NPS-HPL 
 provides for subdivision or development 
 to occur on highly productive land, as  
 long as Council can be satisfied that:

 ○ There are permanent or long-term  
 constraints on the land that mean  
 the use of the highly productive land for  
 land based primary production is not  
 able to be economically viable for at  
 least 30 years; and

National Policy 
Statement has 
been released
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Prioritising 
plan change
Southland District Council will prioritise the rules around 

plantation forestry as part of a wider review of the Natural 
Features and Landscapes plan change.

At its final meeting of the 2019-2022 triennium, Council 
discussed concerns that productive farmland and high-country 
areas were being lost to long-term plantation forestry, with 
associated environmental degradation. Plantation forestry was 
identified as an activity that could significantly impact outstanding 
natural features and landscapes.  

The District Plan policy framework currently limits Council’s 
ability to manage the location of proposed forestry practices 
and, as a result, manage any potential adverse effects on the 
environment within areas identified as having outstanding 
natural features and landscapes.  

This work is part of a larger review of Section 2.3 of the District 
Plan – Natural Features and Landscapes, which Council endorsed 
in June 2020.  

“Since this endorsement the need to prioritise a review of the 
rules around plantation forestry to protect our natural features 
and landscapes has become apparent,” says Margaret Ferguson, 
Council’s resource management policy planner. 

“Southland has some 
incredible natural 
spaces and this is all 
about looking after 
what we’ve got for 
future generations.”
Work began in 2020 to review the Natural Features and 
Landscapes section of the District Plan. 

A three-pronged approach is being undertaken to identify important 
landscapes and natural features in the district, with a desktop study 
by landscape architects highlighting areas of potential importance, a 
cultural landscape assessment and community views. 

A campaign called What’s your view? was launched in 2020. Its 
aim was to work alongside the community to gather feedback that 
could help to identify important landscapes and natural features 
in the district. The objective is to protect these natural features and 
landscapes for future generations.  

Expect to see more communication about this review process over the 
coming months. We will be continuing community engagement as 
the review progresses.  

 - The subdivision, use or development:

 ○ Avoids significant loss of  highly  productive  
 land and its productive capacity

 ○ Avoids fragmentation of large cohesive areas  
 of highly productive land

 ○ Avoids, if possible, or otherwise mitigates any 
 potential reverse sensitivity effects.

Whilst the NPS-HPL does allow for other 
activities on highly productive land, other than 
primary production, the threshold to assure or 
satisfy Council the proposed alternative is the 
best use of the land, is very high and will require 
significant expert input, cost and time.  

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE DISTRICT 
PLAN AND RESOURCE CONSENTS?

Giving effect to the NPS-HPL will require Council 
to undertake the following:

 - Map within five years all highly productive 
 land within the district and amend the district  
 plan accordingly 

 - Require comprehensive, expert information 
 and reports within resource consents, private 
 plan changes, where land use or subdivision is  
 proposed on highly productive land.

ON THE GROUND IMPLICATIONS

 Subdivision of highly productive land will be  
 extremely difficult but most likely impossible  
 as it will “fragment productive land”

 - Land use change from primary production 
 to other activities (eg establishing a rural  
 contracting business or additional housing) 
 will be extremely difficult but most  
 likely impossible

 - Rezoning highly productive land will be  
 extremely difficult without a spatial plan and  
 associated holistic consideration of all issues  
 and opportunities. 
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Wheels are turning on the 
Around the Mountains 
Cycle Trail with the cycling 

season now in full swing.

The chance to explore their  
own backyard is proving a hit  
with Southlanders.

Trail manager Susan Mackenzie 
says day rides were increasing 
in popularity, evidenced by 
neighbouring rides such as the Lake 
Dunstan Cycle Trail from Cromwell 
to Clyde.

“The Lake Dunstan Cycle Trail has 
positively impacted our Around the 
Mountain Cycle Trail by lifting the 
profile of one day rides,” she says.

“We are definitely seeing day riders 
as an important market. Once 
cyclists get a taste for a cycle trail 
they may want to experience others 
and we are positioning the Around 
the Mountains Cycle Trail to tap 
into this market and bring visitors 

further south be adding Around the 
Mountains to their ‘bike it’ list.”

Accessibility was paramount and the 
Around the Mountains Cycle Trail is 
a fantastic community asset which 
caters to all ages and capabilities.

“The emergence of e-bikes has 
certainly changed cycling and 
opened up longer and steeper 
journeys for inexperienced or older 
cyclists,” Susan says.

“On the Around the 
Mountains journey 
cyclists can enjoy a fairly 
flat easy riding trail with 
stunning scenery and 
friendly locals.”
Mossburn resident Amy Heenan and 
her family are certainly fans.

“Our family love that we are so close 
to the Around the Mountain Cycle 
Trail,” she says. 

“We use it often from quick hour 
rides to day missions. It is a great 
trail to take our young kids on. On 
the weekends we pack a picnic and 
choose different parts of the trail to 
explore. We are so lucky to have this 
at our backdoor. “ 

Otago’s Chris Foggin rates it highly.

“I have ridden trails all over New 
Zealand – both single day and multi-
day trips,” he says.

“There are sections of the Around the 
Mountains trail which make perfect day 
trips and are second to none in terms 
of spectacular scenery, easy to ride 
and support from trail companies.

“A couple of my favourite day rides on 
the trail are the Mossburn to Centre 
Hill or Mavora Lakes to Walter Peak 
Station sections. Just epic!”

The Around the Mountains trail offers 
an unrivalled diversity for cyclists. 
The 186km journey can be ridden in 
either direction, starting at Kingston 

CYCLING DAY RIDES         A POPULAR OPTIONCYCLING DAY RIDES         A POPULAR OPTION
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CYCLING DAY RIDES         A POPULAR OPTIONCYCLING DAY RIDES         A POPULAR OPTION
or Walter Peak, and takes 3-5 days at 
a relaxed pace.

There are plenty of day ride options 
on offer, including:

• Mossburn-Centre Hill Shelter  
 (24 km one way or 48km return) 

• Lumsden-Five Rivers  
 (14km one way or 28km return)

• Athol-Kingston  
 (30km one way or 60km return)

An enthusiastic cyclist herself, Susan 
has narrowed down some of the 
highlights on each.

“From Mossburn to the Centre Hill 
Shelter, the trail surface is a smooth, 
easy to conquer ride, you’ve got the 
sparkling Oreti River and views to 
West Dome – it’s an awesome section 
of the trail to experience,” she says.

“Lumsden to Five Rivers starts off 
with the vintage train display, then 
you can enjoy views upstream at 

the confluence of the Oreti and 
Acton rivers and lovely rolling 
Southland farmland.

“Athol to Kingston features two cycle 
suspension bridges – dubbed Athol’s 
Golden Gates – which are 67m and 
92m in length respectively and will 
take you across the Mataura River. 
Take time to peer over the side and 
you will likely spot brown trout in the 
pristine waters below.

“And of course, there 
are some great local 
coffee spots and 
unique businesses  
to check out along 
the way.”
The refurbishment of Fairlight 
Station and relaunch of the historic 
Kingston Flyer (on Sundays until 18 

December) adds another element.

It’s important to expect the 
unexpected as Mother Nature 
has a knack of whipping up some 
challenges to tackle so be prepared 
with the following items for your 
day ride.

• Back pack

• Food and snacks 

• Drink bottle

• Sunscreen

• Basic toolkit and bike pump

• Rain jacket

• Jersey/thermal top

• Camera – take time to stop and  
 capture the epic country  
 around you!

So, what are you waiting for 
Southland? Tick the Around the 
Mountains Cycle Trail off your bike 
it list!
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A n exciting regional pump 
track project is being 
developed that will 

bring benefits and enjoyment to 
communities throughout Southland.

The three southern territorial 
authorities – Southland District 
Council, Invercargill City Council 
and Gore District Council – are 
working with Cycling Southland and 
Active Southland to bring a mobile 
modular pump track to the region. It 
will be transported to communities 
across Southland and set up for use by 
cyclists, mountain bikers and BMX 
riders, or people on skateboards, 
scooters, rollerskates or any another 
form of wheeled recreational transport.

Pump tracks are cycling tracks designed 
with a series of bumps and banked 
turns which can be ridden by riders 
“pumping”, generating momentum 
by up-and-down body movements, 
instead of pedalling or pushing.

Multiple agencies and sports clubs 
are collaborating to raise funds and 
work through the logistics of having 
a Southland-wide community asset 
that can be easily transported and 
set up in various townships or urban 
suburbs for a fixed length of time 
before being disassembled and moved 
to the next location.

It is intended that the track will serve 
two key purposes. 

The first is providing free access to an 
asset that can be enjoyed by people of 
all ages in a wide variety of Southland 
places that may not otherwise be able 
to share the social benefits the track 
will bring.

The second purpose is to provide 
a temporary prototype for those 
communities that have already 
expressed an interest in installing 
their own permanent pump 
track further down the line. The 
experience of having the portable 
track in their locality for a period of 
time will allow those communities 
to make decisions about whether 
they want to pursue funding a 
permanent structure, and where in 
the community it should be sited. 

There has been a demand for such an 
asset for some time. 

Early discussions by the Southland 
BMX Club about installing a 
permanent track got put in the “too-

The Kapiti pump track at Waikanae is similar to 
the portable track being sourced for Southland.
Photos: Parklife
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hard basket”, says SDC community 
leadership manager Jared Cappie.

Active Southland’s active transport 
innovator Laura Thompson was 
instrumental in bringing all the interested 
parties into the same room. Her role is 
funded jointly by Southland District 
Council and Invercargill City Council.

“Through her insights and connections 
a conversation was had with Cycling 
Southland about a portable pump track 
and they’ve agreed to be the organisation 
that delivers on the implementation of 
that and organise it,” Jared says.

“It’s a perfect fit because they’re the 
regional sports organisation, serving the 
district, Invercargill and Gore.

“It’s a region-wide response to enhancing 
active transport and community 
connection and wellbeing in our region.”

Jared says the project aligns with a 
recurring theme in the nine SDC 
community board plans, where a need 
was identified for some form of active 
transport, from community cycling 
tracks to skate parks to improved paths 
and walkways.

“So this is a very good way to prototype 
a pump track in those locations and test 
with the communities whether this is 
something they might want to have more 
permanently in their areas.

“It’s also a way to engage with 
communities about whether this is the 
kind of activity they would like to do.”

There are a lot of moving parts in the 
machinery of moving a portable pump 
track from community to community, 
assembling it and taking it apart again for 
the next move, Jared says.

Cycling Southland general manager Tony 
Hammington says the aim is to have 
the track in Southland and ready for 
use by the middle of 2023. “It’s exciting 
in terms of the impact we’re hoping to 
make,” he says.

Healthy Families Invercargill lead 
systems innovator Stella O’Connor 
adds: “we’ve heard from young people 
and they just want to get out and 
have fun in their own neighbourhood. 

Something like this will be accessible to 
lots of neighbourhoods.

“The idea is that it will never be in 
storage. It will always be out in the 
community going from one location to 
the next, which I think is really cool.”

After “a bit of a slow burn” initially, 
buy-in from the councils and 
community funders has been exciting 
and encouraging, Tony and Stella agree, 
with all seeing the potential benefits for 
Southland communities of having a free, 
portable resource of this kind available.

“Everybody wants it, but can everybody 
afford it,” was the question, Stella says. 
A regional approach to funding and 
management ticked a lot of boxes.

The support from other organisations 
has been instrumental in bringing all the 
loose ends together.

Tony’s predecessor at Cycling Southland, 
Chris Foggin, initially worked on 
building a partnership with the BMX 
club, Southland Mountain Bike Club 
and the Southland Triathlon and 
Multisport Club. The bikes look a bit 
different but we’re all doing the same 
thing; why don’t we start working on a 
few of the same things, and [the portable 
pump track] was the first cab off the 
rank,” Tony says.

As a result of that partnership, the BMX, 
mountain bike and multisport/triathlon 
clubs have agreed to provide a pool of 
about 12 people to help set the track up 
at each new site and it is hoped to work 
with some local volunteers. A southern 
freight company has generously offered 
to help with transport between locations.

Southland’s pump track is being sourced 
from an Auckland company called 
Parklife, which has designed, built and 
supplied more than 550 similar products. 
It will have both left and right-hand 
turns, as feedback from young riders was 
that just having all left-hand turns “was a 
bit of a yawn”, Tony says.

“I think what the pump track does is if 
you’ve got a bike, you’ve got a skateboard, 
you’ve got a scooter, it doesn’t matter – 
everyone can have a crack.”

The total cost of the 64-metre-long track, 

Pumped about project
along with extra surface parts, accessories 
such as electronic user counters and 
safety matting, and freight south, is 
around $150,000. Already around half of 
this has been secured, from Tū Manawa 
Active Aotearoa (Sport New Zealand) 
and Community Trust South.

The three Southland territorial 
authorities, including Southland District 
Council, are looking at investing some 
funding and staff resource, says Jared.

Council’s open spaces team will work 
with the various community boards to 
find the best locations for the pump 
track in each community in Southland. 
Community volunteers to help 
assemble the track will also be sought 
in each location.

“Then they’ll actually be a part of the 
success of it later on if it’s going to lead to 
something permanent there,” says Stella. 

Tony says early engagement with the 
community will add to ownership of 
the track by the community, as well as 
providing a “security blanket” to help 
prevent vandalism or misuse.

The idea is that the track will spend 
between six and nine weeks at each 
location, with activation days involving 
each community at the beginning of its 
stay adding a bit of “pizzazz”, Tony says.

Initially, the communities identified 
for first use of the pump track are 
Nightcaps, Bluff, Wyndham and 
Newfield, in Invercargill. A schedule will 
be developed later.

Jared, Tony and Stella all enthuse about 
the opportunities for family connection 
around the pump track, with parents and 
grandparents able to sit trackside and 
either watch or have a go themselves.  

“Talk about activating our spaces,” 
says Tony. “When you get the whānau 
turning up, it’s really activating.”

“It’s about play,” Stella adds. “”It’s about 
getting kids on wheels.

“One scooter and a 
family is all you need.”
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“EMPOWERING 
THROUGH 
ACTIVITY”
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T he Waikaia Trails Trust is on a 
mission to create a high-quality 
progressive mountain bike trail 

network which will complement and 
enhance the Southland mountainbike 
provision and increase recreational 
tourism visits and overnight stays in the 
area. The business end of the planning has 
been completed with fundraising now a 
focus to turn this dream into a reality. 

It’s the brainchild of local biking 
enthusiast and current trust member 
Daniel Butler who saw the massive 
potential in creating more recreational 
opportunities in the area, and utilising 
the amazing forest as a destination for 
one of these initiatives. 

The multi-stage proposal is to build a 
25km network of trails through the forest 
and a pump track in the Waikaia village 
as a hub for families and community.  
The forest network will include 
professionally planned and built trails to 
suit all skill, age and fitness levels.  Tom 
Hey, from Elevate Trail Building, is an 
internationally renowned professional 
trail builder and is leading the charge for 
the development of these trails.

The Waikaia Trails Trust was established 
in 2021 and is made up of skilled and 
highly motivated community members 
driving this vision.  The aim of the trust 
is to create a quality multi-skill level trail 
experience. Hey and John Jones, from 
Rideline Consulting, were commissioned 
to undertake initial concept planning and 
master planning for this project.  

The project is a good example of 
community-led development with the 
support of and in partnership with 
the Ardlussa Community Board and 
Southland District Council.

The trust gained approval in late 2020 to 
access the forest for the purpose of the 
development and operation of mountain 
bike trails.  The high-quality progressive 
mountain bike trail network will be the 
first of its kind in the Southland district.  
It will complement and enhance the 
Southland mountain bike offering and 
increase recreational tourism visits and 
overnight stays in the area. 

Trust chair Hilary Kelso is passionate 
about leadership and community. Her 
team are now very focused on how this 
can be achieved by engaging in many 
fundraising activities; some completed 
and many of the major income 
opportunities in the pipeline.

A project of this nature can bring 

enhanced opportunities not just for 
recreational and health reasons but also 
for business growth and associated job 
opportunities in the area.

In April 2022 the trust hosted the 
inaugural “Waikaia Flyer” that is set 
to be an annual event with substantial 
growth expected in March 2023. The 
cycle event consisted of a number of 
different trails predominantly on farm 
tracks which proved to be hugely popular 
and a great income earner.  The trails 
varied in length, complexity and fitness 
level abilities were well received from the 
participants. 

Trustee Colleen Morton says “We are 
pumped about holding the Waikaia Flyer 
again on 26 March 2023, predicted to be 
bigger and better than ever”.

In conjunction with the Southland 
Mountain Bike Club and Mountain 
Biking New Zealand, the trust expect to 
host 500 riders who will be leading into 
bigger events around the country. 

“Our event is not only for the serious 
fitness guru but offers something for 
everyone – mountain biking, e-biking, 
walking and running of all different 
distances and gradients.”  

Event details are currently being finalised 

but jump on and follow the trust on 
Facebook and Instagram and details will 
be available there.  

“Our next major event will be the 
2024 Host Town for the Cavalcade. 
Anyone who has had the pleasure of 
this experience will know the enormity 
of this event. Our vision is community 
and bringing families together, and what 
a way to celebrate success by holding a 
carnival to welcome riders to town by 
giving them a welcome like no other.” 
Hilary says. 

“We feel honored and privileged to be 
chosen for this and its timing is perfect 
to showcase what we have in store for the 
future of Waikaia and the wider district.”

For more information about the trust, 
the project, the master planning and 
fundraising initiatives visit: 

www.waikaiaforesttrails.co.nz 

https://www.instagram.com/
waikaiaforesttrails/

https://www.facebook.com/
waikaiaforesttrails
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With sights on Waka 
Kotahi’s Road to Zero, 
Maureen Deuchrass 

from Road Safety Southland 
and Southland Senior 
Constable Rosie Marchant are 
creating an awareness about 
road safety through a new 
board game, a fun way for 
tamariki to be involved.

The creation of the game, Help 
Glo Bro Home, aims to get 
tamariki to think about road safety 
differently while they’re still young. 
The game can be used as a tool for 
school community officers to bring 
in while visiting, to promote the 
road safety message. 

Who is Glo Bro, you ask? He’s 
Road Safety Southland’s hippo 
mascot who likes to visit schools 
and kindergartens around 
Southland. Decked out in his 
glowing high vis and bike helmet, 
Glo Bro helps spread the road 
safety message. 

Of course, he is the main feature 
of the game, and players each have 
a different game piece, a road sign, 
an emergency vehicle, a bottle of 
Hokonui Moonshine or even Glo 
Bro himself. 

Scenarios in the game, and how 
they are played out, determine the 
winner, with the main focus on 
using seat belts, speeding, distracted 
driving and driver fatigue. 

“There is a space over in Te Anau 
where Glo Bro stays up all night, 
taking the glow worm trip at 
the caves. After he does that, 
he has a sleep, so the player is 
rewarded. However, when he 
goes to Rakiura, he stays up all 
night ... and then he drives, but 
driving tired takes its toll so he 
has to stay another night for a 
sleep so the player misses a 
turn,” explains Constable 
Marchant. 

The inspiration for this 
game started when 
one of Constable 
Marchant’s family 
members was suffering 
with trauma following 
a car accident a few 
years ago, and both 
Constable Marchant 
and Maureen were 
inspired to create a 
Southland-themed game 
to prevent others from 
suffering from the same 
trauma. After a year of 
creation, and hours of work 
putting everything together, 
the game is ready to be played. 

Southland District Council is 
glad to be supporting the efforts 
at Road Safety Southland, and 
the knowledge they are 
teaching our tamariki 
around how to be 
safe on our roads in 
Southland district. 

Help Glo Bro homeHelp Glo Bro home
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Standing tall and celebrating 
100 years next year is 
the old Awarua Dairy 

Factory, these days the home of 
the Central Southland Vintage 
Machinery Club. This treasure 
trove is at the corner of State 
Highway 6 and State Highway 
96, just north of Winton. 

The historical building has seen 
many changes over the years, since 
being opened in 1923 as a dairy 
factory. The Central Southland 
Vintage Machinery Club bought the 
building from Southland District 
Council in 1995 for $46,500. The 
building would be worth around 
$1,000,000 today. Interestingly, the 
cost of the build was only £5600.

When trying to decipher what the 
walls would say if they could talk, 
translating are Brian Croot (ex-
treasurer and president) and John 
Peterson (president) from Central 
Southland Vintage Machinery Club. 

The building was put out for tender 
to be built in November 1921 and 

Vintage home fitting for Vintage home fitting for 
  machinery collection  machinery collection

opened in February 1923, taking 
just one year to build a solid 
concrete building by hand. The 
old cheese factory-turned-vintage 
tractor storage features 15-metre 
Oregon beams, shipped over from 
America. No easy feat back then. 

This building is now well-loved 
and looked after by the Vintage 
Machinery Club, who have moved 
their vast collection of Massey 
Ferguson, David Brown, Case, 
Fordson and other tractors into 
the dairy factory, along with other 
items of heavy machinery. The 
factory hosts many other knick-
knacks and treasures, including 
the switchboard from the former 
Winton telephone exchange. 

With a collection like this, it’s 
hard to choose what piece of 
machinery is a favourite. John says 
“I like everything,” while Brian 
“really enjoyed working on the 
chaff cutters”. 

When used as a dairy factory, the 
main area had seven large vats 
which now houses the vintage 

By Briar Kilsby



Central Southland Vintage Machinery Club member 
Brian Croot (left) and president John  Peterson 
outside the converted Awarua Dairy Factory.
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Vintage home fitting for Vintage home fitting for 
  machinery collection  machinery collection

machinery of the 70 members who 
have joined the club over the years. 

There are some pretty incredible 
people who belong to this club. One 
in particular is Colin Davidson, who 
single-handedly converted Massey 
Ferguson tractors from two-wheel-
drive to four-wheel-drive before 
Massey themselves created a line of 
4WDs. After his lifelong dedication 
to the club, 2018 saw the unveiling of 
the Colin Davidson Room, one of the 
club’s main display areas.

Of all the tales shared by the club, 
stories about Colin’s wife, the equally 
incredible Valerie Davidson, stand 
out. Val would fly around the south 
in her Cessna, picking up parts for the 
boys to fix the machinery and tractors 
of their contracting businesses. 

Brian describes one of Valerie’s many 
memorable moments. 

“One day she was getting lunch ready 
to take out to the hay paddock, to 
the men, and she walked out the 

Southland District Council is glad to 
be assisting the Central Southland 
Vintage Machinery Club with funding. 
They receive an annual grant from the 
SDC District Heritage Fund, and are 
looking to expand their premises. 

door with all the baskets 
(of food) and there was no 
ute and no car, they were 
all away. So, she thought, 
‘what do I do now?’ and 
she saw the plane. So, 
she went over and loaded 
the baskets in the plane 
and she took off, flew to 
the paddock and landed 
between the rows of 
hay! She was an amazing 
member for the club. 
Valerie was always there.”

 ◙ The Central Southland Vintage 
 Machinery Club is bringing life back into  
 the old dairy factory and etching its story 
 into the building’s history. If you’re  
 willing to join the down-to-earth group  
 of vintage machinery enthusiasts, contact 
 John at petersonscreek23@gmail.com  
 or Brian at bmcroot@xtra.co.nz and  
 keep an eye out for the celebration of  
 100 years of the dairy factory next year. 



BUILDING SOLUTIONS

FOR ALL BUILDING FOR ALL BUILDING 
INQUIRIESINQUIRIES
To book a building inspection, contact us 72 
hours before you require an inspection.

Email: building-cs@southlanddc.govt.nz 

Book online: go to the SDC website and 
select ‘Request a building inspection 
online’ from the home page

Phone: 0800 732 732 

How it works

If you need an inspection on a Thursday, contact us no later than 5pm on the 
Monday beforehand, and preferably earlier than this. See the table.

Book inspection no later than 5pm on Inspection day following booking 

Monday Thursday 

Tuesday Friday

Wednesday Monday

Thursday Tuesday 

Friday Wednesday 

SDC’s building solutions team receives a lot of communication. We highly value our contact with our customers, but 
so we can efficiently process and record it all we ask that all inquiries regarding inspection notices be emailed to us 
at: building-cs@southlanddc.govt.nz
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Council’s building control team 
kicked off what will be a regular 
series of informal meetings with 
building industry representatives in 
Te Anau in November.

The purpose of the event, held at the 
Te Anau Club, was to build closer 
relationships with the local industry, to 
build trust and help to provide better 
outcomes for anyone building.

SDC building co-ordinator team leader 
Jo Ward said around 20 industry people 
turned up, “which was pretty good 
considering Te Anau has just been hit 
with the Covid re-influx.

“We had some really good conversations 
around some of the SDC processes and 
had some great feedback and questions 
in regards to all topics covered.”

Hot items discussed included pool 
regulations and finding better ways for 
Council to communicate with building 
practitioners. The event gave SDC’s 
team an opportunity to share some tips 
on how to use the Simpli portal for 
lodging building consents and Council’s 
online query and complaint system.

Invited guests from the Objective 
company demonstrated a new system 
for applying and tracking consents.  
This was a good chance to get industry 
thoughts and feedback.

Jo says the conversations had were 
productive and feedback received 
afterwards was generally positive.

“There were certainly some questions 
about SDC processes, but we were able 
to answer these and keep a positive 
discussion going.”

She said there was definitely value in 
getting out face to face with industry 
representatives.

“We receive so many emails and phone 
calls and some of these can be quite 
distressing for staff.  Putting staff 
out there makes it more personable 
and helps to build and maintain 
relationships.”

A second event was held soon 
afterwards in Invercargill, and the 
building team is looking to hold the 
events quarterly.

If you have a builder available to 
begin your building work before the 
Christmas/New Year period, you needed 
to lodge your building consent and 
resource consent applications with 
Southland District Council before  
19 November.

Please note, the period from 20 December 
2022 to the close of 10 January 2023 
is excluded from the 20-working-day 
period for all councils that process under 
a statutory clock. For the building consent 
authority, in this case SDC, this relates 
to both Building Consents and Code 
Compliance Certificates.

While Council continues working 
during these dates, Council does 
have a specified closedown period 
over Christmas. This means that any 
applications submitted on or after 
Monday 20 December may not begin to 
be processed until 11 January 2023.

Our team processes applications as quickly 
as possible. However, an influx in the lead-
up to the summer break is expected.

It’s important your application has all the 
necessary information to ensure there are 
no delays to processing.

If you need to chat, please give us a call 
on 0800 732 732.

Stop the 
CLOCK

Building industry 
event succesful



S ummer is approaching and pool 
owners will be thinking about hot 
summer days spent relaxing in their 

cool pool. 

Now’s the time to check that your pool, 
spa pool or hot tub is going to keep 
children safe.

Southland District Council’s building 
compliance team is aware of  around 160 
pools in the district. Initially the team 
recorded a 90% failure rate for pool 
safety barriers during inspections.  Now 
it has come down marginally, to 66%, but 
that is still way too high. 

“We’re working with people to achieve 
compliance,’’ says building compliance 
team leader Simon Tonkin.

“People think tragedy will never happen 
to them, but kids love water. It’s a big 
attraction for them, and as we know it 
can lead to disaster.

“We’re saying that owners need to do 
all they can to protect children from 
becoming another sad statistic.”

Gates on pool fences are the main point 
of  failure, he says. To be effective in 
protecting your children, gates must be 
self-closing and latch properly when 
released gently from any open position. 

The gate must not be impeded by 
anything such as a hedge or other 
vegetation or uneven ground that would 
prevent it from swinging shut under its 
own momentum.

The latch must be at least 1500mm above 
ground level.

The original guiding legislation is the 
Fencing and Swimming Pools Act 
1987, which prescribed the rules for 

pool barriers. 

The legislation was amended in 2017 
to allow spa pools/hot tubs under five 
square metres that are a suitable height 
above the ground and which must have a 
lockable cover. If  your spa pool /hot tub 
doesn’t meet these criteria then it needs a 
fence around it, and you need a building 
consent for the fence.

Council is taking the approach that 
spa pool/hot tub owners will have one 
inspection to ensure their spa pool or hot 
tub is compliant, and then they will receive 
three-yearly followup letters to remind 
them about meeting their responsibilities. 

“The inspection is to put them on the 
right track,” Simon says. “After that, 
there’s an assumption in the law and a 
level of  trust that pool owners will do 
what’s needed to protect children.”

If  a pool has failed a previous inspection 
and the faults have not been corrected, 
pool owners can expect to receive an 
infringement fine.

Pools with barriers are required to be 
inspected every three years.

“It doesn’t matter whether the pool 
owners don’t have children themselves. 
The rules are there to protect any 
children who may visit.”

And it works. Compliance team member 
Adam Grice says the highest cause of  
drowning deaths for children under five 
is domestic pools. Before the legislation 
came in in 1987, 30 kids under five 
drowned every year and more than 100 
were hospitalised. Now it’s an average 
of  two children drowned per year and 
10 hospitalised.

If  you’ve built a new pool in the past 
year, please contact our building team on 
0800 732 732 or email us on  
building-cs@southlanddc.govt.nz to 
let us know and one of  our team will 
come out to check that it is safe.

KEY SAFETY MESSAGES FOR 
POOL OWNERS:

• Make sure you check your pool

• Make sure your pool fence gates 
 swing closed and latch properly 
 from any open position

• Keep trees, bushes or hedges 
 around your pool fence  
 trimmed back

• Make sure there is nothing  
 around your fence, including  
 pool furniture, that kids can  
 climb up to get over your fence  
 and into your pool 

• Mechanical spa pool lid lifters  
 are not compliant, so if you  
 have one on your spa/hot tub  
 you need to  fence the pool area.

Did you know?

If you have a paddling pool that is 
more than 400mm deep, it can’t 
be left full of water for the summer 
without a compliant fence around 
it, and you will need to have a safety 
plan prepared when it’s being used. 
If the paddling pool isn’t fenced, it 
must be emptied after every use. 
Don’t waste the water. Use it on your 
garden or to clean your car.
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WATER SERVICES

GO EASY ON YOURGO EASY ON YOUR   
WATER USAGE

Turn off the tap 
while brushing 
teeth

Use water-saving 
toilets

Install a 
water-saving 
shower head

Take shorter 
showers

Fix household 
water leaks

Use less water 
when cleaning

Don’t use 
unattended 
sprinklers

Report any leaks

Restrict handheld watering 
to cooler parts of the day 
such as early morning or 
later in the evening

We’re in for a long, hot summer.  
A little bit of water conservation 
now could save a lot of 
consternation later. Here are some 
handy tips to help you keep water 
reserves up.

Some plumbing fittings have the potential to allow minute traces of metals to accumulate in water standing in the 
fittings for several hours.

Although the health risk is small, the Ministry of Health recommends you flush a mugful of water from your drinking-
water tap each morning before use to remove any metals which may have dissolved from the plumbing fittings.

We are recommending  this simple precaution  for all households, including those on public and private water supplies.
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WHEELIE BIN DATES - CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR 2022/2023
For the two weeks beginning Monday 26 December 2022 and Monday 2nd 
January 2023 - If your bin is normally collected on Monday it becomes Tuesday 
Tuesday becomes Wednesday and so on. Friday becomes a Saturday collection.
From Monday 9th January 2023 collection days return to normal.

PLEASE NOTE: Due to increased demand in some areas, the time during the 
day of the collection may vary, so please ensure that your wheelie bin is out 
by 7am on your collection day.

DATES HOURS OF OPERATION
Friday 23 December 2022 OPEN 9.30am to 4pm

Saturday 24 December 2022 Closed

Sunday 25 December 2022 Closed

Monday 26 December 2022 Closed (BR) *

Tuesday 27 December 2022 Closed

Wednesday 28 December 2022 Closed (Collection day)

Thursday 29 December 2022 OPEN 9.30am to 4.30pm

Friday 30 December 2022 OPEN 9.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 31 December 2022 OPEN 9.30am to 1pm

Sunday 1 January 2023 Closed

Monday 2 January 2023 Closed (BR) *

Tuesday 3 January 2023 Closed

Wednesday 4 January 2023 Closed (Collection day)

Thursday 5 January 2023 OPEN 9.30am to 4.30pm (normal hours)

TRANSFER STATIONS / REFUSE SITES
All SDC transfer stations will be closed Sunday 25 and Monday 26 December 
2022 and Sunday 1st and Monday 2 January 2023.

All other days will be normal opening hours.

A list of transfer/refuse station addresses, information about what you 
can dispose of at each one and where to buy tokens can be found on the 
WasteNet website: wastenet.org.nz  
Transfer Stations have Eftpos facilities on site (does not include 
Wallacetown greenwaste site).  
Contact 0800 732 732 for any issues at the recycling stations in the district 
during the holiday season.

STEWART ISLAND/RAKIURA RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTRE
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INVERCARGILL AND AREA OFFICES:  
The following Southland District Council offices and libraries close 
midday on Friday 23 December 2022 and re-open:

OFFICE OPENING DATES AND TIMES
Invercargill Monday 9 January 2023 9am
Lumsden Monday 9 January 2023 10am
Otautau Monday 9 January 2023 9am
Riverton/Aparima Monday 9 January 2023 9am
Stewart Island/Rakiura Monday 9 January 2023 8.30am
Te Anau office Monday 9 January 2023 9am
Te Anau library Wednesday 4 January 2023 9am
Winton Monday 9 January 2023 9am
Wyndham Closes on 22 December 2022 5pm

Re-opens Tuesday 10 January 2023 2pm
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AREA JAN FEB MARCH APRIL
Invercargill Office  
(car park)

None Wednesday,1st
11.30 – 12 noon

None Wednesday, 5th
11.30 – 12 noon

Otautau Office  
(at rear)

Tuesday, 17th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Tuesday, 7th
11.30 – 12 noon

None

Lumsden Railway  
(at rear)

Wednesday 18th
11.30 – 12 noon 

None Wednesday 8th
11.30 – 12 noon

None 

Riverton Office Thursday 19th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Thursday 9th
11.30 – 12 noon

None

Winton  
(Wemyss street)

None Tuesday, 7th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Tuesday, 4th
11.30 – 12 noon

Te Anau Office 
(at rear)

Thursday, 12th
11.30 – 12 noon 

None Thursday, 16th
11.30 – 12 noon  

None 

Wyndham Office 
(at rear)

None Tuesday 14th
2.00 – 2.30 pm

None Tuesday 13th
2.00 – 2.30 pm

All dogs eligible to be registered with Southland District Council can be microchipped for free. 
All dogs must be registered by three months of age.

MICROCHIPPING TIMETABLEMICROCHIPPING TIMETABLE
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Balfour community Balfour community 
‘pumped’ about proposed ‘pumped’ about proposed 
new pump tracknew pump track
Planning is well under way for the development of a pump 
track in Balfour.

The Balfour Lions Club, with the help of a grant from the 
Ardlussa Community Board, is close to pressing go on this 
exciting project. 

The pump track has been designed and will be built by Graded 
Earth Ltd, who specialise in bike-related projects. 

The location is the area adjacent to the existing playground on 
the corners of Queen, Kruger and Mary Streets, with plenty of 
parking and new toilet facilities nearby.

The community-led project came about in response to the 
community’s desire to have a safe place for children to ride 
their bikes. Before the representation review, the former Balfour 
Community Development Area subcommittee (CDA) had 
tagged this as a key project for the community.  Following 
the change to Council’s representation arrangements in 
October 2019, the Balfour Lions Club expressed an interest in 
progressing the idea as a community-led project.

Ardlussa Community Board member Richard Clarkson 
says: “The board are pleased to be able to support this great 

community project and grant $80,000 from the Balfour 
general reserve.”

Council also supported this project at its meeting in 
September 2022. 

The project has a total project cost of $99,885, with the 
shortfall in funding being met by the Balfour Lions Club.

Balfour Lions Club representative Reg Dawson says “a pump 
track has been talked about around the community for a while. 
We are very excited to start this project and it has been great 
working alongside the community board to get this project over 
the line.”  

Community consultation was undertaken with a public meeting 
held on 23 June 2021.  Those in attendance were supportive 
and asked for wider community consultation.  A community 
survey was undertaken in August 2021, which also showed 
strong community support for the project.  

Construction is due to start in early 2023. 

On completion of the pump track the facility will be gifted to 
the community and maintained by the Ardlussa Community 
Board with the support of the Balfour Lions Club.



AREA JAN FEB MARCH APRIL
Invercargill Office  
(car park)

None Wednesday,1st
11.30 – 12 noon

None Wednesday, 5th
11.30 – 12 noon

Otautau Office  
(at rear)

Tuesday, 17th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Tuesday, 7th
11.30 – 12 noon

None

Lumsden Railway  
(at rear)

Wednesday 18th
11.30 – 12 noon 

None Wednesday 8th
11.30 – 12 noon

None 

Riverton Office Thursday 19th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Thursday 9th
11.30 – 12 noon

None

Winton  
(Wemyss street)

None Tuesday, 7th
11.30 – 12 noon

None Tuesday, 4th
11.30 – 12 noon

Te Anau Office 
(at rear)

Thursday, 12th
11.30 – 12 noon 

None Thursday, 16th
11.30 – 12 noon  

None 

Wyndham Office 
(at rear)

None Tuesday 14th
2.00 – 2.30 pm

None Tuesday 13th
2.00 – 2.30 pm
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Mobile Library Timetable
January - April 2023

Athol Shop Noon-1pm Tue 17-Jan 14-Feb 14-Mar *
Balfour Tavern 4:30-5.00pm Tue * 31-Jan 28-Feb 28-Mar

Tavern 1.30-3.00pm Thu 19-Jan 16-Feb 16-Mar 13-Apr
Blackmount Wairaki Stn 11.30am-12.15pm Mon 16-Jan 13-Feb 13-Mar *
Dacre Hall 9.00-10.00am Fri 3-Feb 3-Mar 31-Mar
Dipton School 11.00am-Noon Tue * 31-Jan 28-Feb 28-Mar
Drummond School 10.30am-Noon Wed 1-Feb 1-Mar 29-Mar
Edendale School 10.30am-Noon Fri 3-Feb 3-Mar 31-Mar

Car park 1.00-4.00pm Fri 20-Jan 17-Feb 17-Mar 14-Apr
Fortrose Picnic Area 3.00-4.00pm Fri 3-Feb 3-Mar 31-Mar
Garston School 1.30-2.30pm Tue 17-Jan 14-Feb 14-Mar *

Village 2.30-3.30pm Tue 17-Jan 14-Feb 14-Mar *
Glenham School 1.00-1.30pm Fri 3-Feb 3-Mar 31-Mar
Gorge Rd Hall 11am-12.30pm Tue 7-Feb 7-Mar 4-Apr
Hauroko Valley School 1.00-1.30pm Mon 16-Jan 13-Feb 13-Mar *
Heddon Bush School 1.30-2.30pm Wed 1-Feb 1-Mar 29-Mar
Hedgehope School 11am-12.30pm Fri 27-Jan 24-Feb 24-Mar
Hillside School School 9.15am-10.00am Thu 26-Jan 23-Feb 23-Mar
Invercargill SDC Office 9.30-11.30am Thu 9-Feb 9-Mar 6-Apr
Limehills School 1.30pm-2.30pm Thu 26-Jan 23-Feb 23-Mar
Longbush Kindergarten 9.00-10.00am Fri 20-Jan 17-Feb 17-Mar 14-Apr

Mossburn School 1.30-3.00pm Tue * 31-Jan 28-Feb 28-Mar
RSA 9.30-10.30am Tue 17-Jan 14-Feb 14-Mar *

Nightcaps Johnston  Rd 9.30-10.30am Mon 16-Jan 13-Feb 13-Mar *
Ohai Com Centre 11am-Noon Thu 26-Jan 23-Feb 23-Mar

Orepuki Main St 3.00-4.00pm Mon 16-Jan 13-Feb 13-Mar *
Otara Hall 2.30-4.00pm Wed 8-Feb 8-Mar 5-Apr
Pukerau School 9.30-11.30am Wed 18-Jan 15-Feb 15-Mar 12-Apr
Rimu School 10.30-11.30am Fri 20-Jan 17-Feb 17-Mar 14-Apr
Riversdale Com Centre 2.00pm-4pm Thu 2-Feb 2-Mar 30-Mar

Com Centre 11am-12.30pm Thu 19-Jan 16-Feb 16-Mar 13-Apr
Riverton BUPA Village 2.00-4.00pm Thu 9-Feb 9-Mar 6-Apr
Roslyn Bush Playcentre 9.15-10.00am Tue 7-Feb 7-Mar 4-Apr
Ryal Bush Com Centre 2.30-4.00pm Fri 27-Jan 24-Feb 24-Mar
Te Tipua School 9.30-10.30am Fri 27-Jan 24-Feb 24-Mar
Thornbury School 1.00-2.00pm Wed 25-Jan 22-Feb 22-Mar
Tokanui School 9.30-11am Mon * 30-Jan 27-Feb 27-Mar

Main St 1.30-4.00pm Fri 10-Feb 10-Mar *
Waianiwa Hall 3.00-4.00pm Wed 25-Jan 22-Feb 22-Mar
Waikaia Com Centre 10.15-11.30am Thu 2-Feb 2-Mar 30-Mar

School 9.00-10.30am Thu 19-Jan 16-Feb 16-Mar 13-Apr
Waikaka Com Centre 2.00-4.00pm Wed 18-Jan 15-Feb 15-Mar 12-Apr
Waikawa Hall 10am-Noon Fri 10-Feb 10-Mar *
Waimahaka Hall 11.30am-1.00pm Wed 8-Feb 8-Mar 5-Apr
Wallacetown Com Centre 9.00am-10.00am Wed 25-Jan 22-Feb 22-Mar

School 10.10am-11.30am Wed 25-Jan 22-Feb 22-Mar
Wendon Hall Noon-12.30pm Thu 2-Feb 2-Mar 30-Mar
Wendonside Hall 9.30-10.00am Thu 2-Feb 2-Mar 30-Mar
Woodlands School 2.00-4.00pm Mon * 30-Jan 27-Feb 27-Mar

Shop 2.00-4.00pm Tue 7-Feb 7-Mar 4-Apr

* denotes public holidays                  Southland District Libraries Ph: 0800 732 542  Email: winton.library@southlanddc.govt.nz
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Murihiku Southland residents are being asked 
for their views about tourism to ensure future 
development meets community needs.

Independent research company Angus & Associates 
is working with Great South to get the opinions of as 
many people in the region as possible, by way of a 
community survey.

Great South destination development manager Amie 
Young said tourism encompassed many things people 
might not initially think of.

“It could be visiting friends and whānau, business 
travellers, tour groups, people visiting for events, 
cruise passengers as well as holiday makers, so 
there are quite a lot of things to consider.”

With Murihiku being such a diverse and 
geographically spread region there were bound 
to be quite different thoughts about tourism in 
different areas, Amie says.

“The opportunity exists  
for tourism to not only 
provide economic benefit,  
but to enrich our 
communities and help 
protect our environment.”
Tourism could only thrive with the support of 
the community and there was opportunity 
now to ensure its future direction was in line 
with community thinking.

Community views Community views 
being sought on being sought on 
future of tourismfuture of tourism

The information gained from the survey will feed into a 
review of the Southland Murihiku Destination Strategy that is 
currently under way.

The survey is open to Southlanders aged 15 years or over.

To take part in the survey please register at the following 
link: angus&associates.co.nz/greatsouth and the survey 
will be sent to you when it opens in mid-November.

Everyone who completes the survey by the closing date will 
be entered in a draw to win one of two $500 Prezzy cards.



BEYOND 2025 SOUTHLAND
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Beyond 2025 Southland has 
launched a community survey 
aimed at getting a better 

understanding of the housing 
needs of those who call Southland 
Murihiku home.

The results will be used to help 
inform the development of a Housing 
Strategy and regional Spatial Plan, 
which will guide what sort of housing 
needs to be provided as Southland 
grows over the next 30 years.

The survey seeks to understand where 
and how people are living at present, 
what sort of housing they would 
like in the future, and the drivers for 
any change to where and how they 
live. The feedback will be paired up 
with detailed analysis of the region’s 
current housing stock and future 
growth projections to give an in-depth 
understanding of the sort of housing 
that is needed across Southland 
Murihiku, to meet the changing needs 
of its communities.

Survey seeks to understand Survey seeks to understand 
Southland’s housing needsSouthland’s housing needs

Steve Parry, the chair of Beyond 2025 
Southland Housing Advisory Group, 
sees the survey as a critical step to 
developing a co-ordinated approach 
to housing across the region.

“Housing is a 
critical issue for our 
community and 
this survey offers a 
great opportunity to 
understand what the 
people who live and 
work in our region need 
in terms of where and 
how they live.
“On the face of it, Southland Murihiku 
is performing very well. Our GDP is 
above the national average, and we 
have the lowest rate of unemployment 
since 2013 at 2.6%. However, we’re 
facing challenges in the housing and 
accommodation space,” Steve says. 

“Our employers are increasingly 
noting that housing shortages are 
causing constraints to employment, 
particularly with recruitment of young 
people. At the same time our rental 
accommodation waiting lists have 
increased over 15% in recent times.

“It’s important that we get a good 
understanding of what a wide 
cross-section of the community is 
experiencing at present and what 
they would like to see in the future, 
as it will give us a good base to build 
on as we move forward with the 
Housing Strategy.”

The Housing Strategy will provide a 
clearer understanding of the current 
and future housing needs of the region 
based on factors such as population, 
demographic needs, business sector 
growth and workforce demand. The 
other side of the issue regarding 
supply will also be considered in terms 
of ensuring the current and future 
housing stock meets the demands of a 
changing population.

The survey will begin Monday 
14 November and run until late 
December. Everyone is encouraged 
to complete the online survey, 
which can be found at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/XZXBHV7. 
Alternatively, people can leave 
feedback at any a range of council 
facilities, where hard copy forms will 
be available. 

Once the information has been 
collected and analysed, the results will 
be shared with the community.

For more information about Beyond 
2025 Southland, please visit their 
website: beyond2025southland.nz/



30



31

Southland District Council has 
a range of scholarships and 
grants available for residents of 
Southland District. 

Full details, criteria and application 
forms are available on our website:

southlanddc.govt.nz > My Council 
> Funding & Grants

For more information on any of 
these funds and scholarships, call 
Kathryn Cowie on 0800 732 732.

SDC GRANT 
FUNDING 

Contact us

District libraries:    0800 732 542 
All offices:          0800 732 732 @ funding@southlanddc.govt.nz 

southlanddc.govt.nz

SDC Scholarships/
Bursaries

Valmai Robertson 
Arts Scholarship
Contestable fund of up to 
$2,500 annually.  
Applications  
close 20 
December.   

Stewart Island/Rakiura Visitor Levy Fund 
Available to support activities and facilities for the benefit of visitors to Stewart 
Island; and activities and facilities that mitigate the adverse effects of visitors 
on the environment. Applications close 31 March each year.Northern Southland 

Development Fund
Available for the development 
of initiatives which benefit the 
residents of the Northern Southland 
Development Fund area (represented 
by the Southland District Council 
Five Rivers ward and the Dipton 
Community Levy area). Applications 
close 31 March.

Sport NZ – Rural Travel Fund 
Available to assist with transport expenses associated with 
participating in regular local competitions. Ages 5-19.

Applications close 31 March and 30 September.

Community 
Partnership Fund 

Administered by each of the nine 
community boards and available 
to support projects in their 
respective areas. Closing dates 
and application forms can be 
found online at  
southlanddc.govt.nz/cpf.

Creative Communities
Available for arts and cultural projects and 
initiatives which stimulate and  
strengthen local arts activity  
and participation.
Applications close 31 March and  
30 September. 

Ohai Railway Fund 

Available for residents of the 
former Ohai Railway Board 
area, for the development of 
community facilities, programmes 
and other activities, tertiary 
education and employment 
training. Applications close 31 
March and 30 September.

SDC Eric Hawkes 
Memorial Outward 
Bound  Scholarship
Two scholarships in this category: 
one for 18 to 26 years and one for 
27 years and over. Applications 
close 20 December.

Other  
opportunities

Centennial Bursary 
Two scholarships valued at 
$2,000 each, awarded annually.  
Applications close 20 December.

District Initiatives Fund
Available for projects of a larger scale which benefit the whole 
region, or at least two community board areas. Applications close 
on 31 March and 30 September.

John Beange Fund
Available to support recognised community 
groups or organisations and individuals 
within the Wyndham area, or for projects for 
the benefit of residents within the Wyndham 
area. Eligible purposes include assistance 
occasioned by age, illness, congenital defect, 
accident or other misfortune, as well as the 
advancement of education and learning. 
Applications for 2021 close on 31 March.



Southland Deputy Mayor Christine Menzies with stage two winner Marcus Culey (Share the 
Road-Macaulay Ford) at the finish line in Lumsden.
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It took nearly three decades but a 
Southland rider has finally etched his 
name on the iconic SBS Bank Tour of 
Southland silverware. 

In November, Josh Burnett, 22, became 
the first local rider since Doug Bath in 
1994 to win the gruelling cycling event. 
Ironically, it was Doug who sold Josh his 
first bike, ultimately setting the wheels in 
motion to achieve the feat.

Impressively supported by his Creation 
Signs-MitoQ team-mates throughout, 
Burnett completed the week-long event 
in strong fashion to clinch the title in just 
his second crack at the mighty Tour.

“It’s special, but I’ve said special probably 
a hundred times this week,” Burnett says.

“I don’t actually have 
the words for it yet. It’s 
going to take a long 
time to sink in.”
Since the inaugural race was staged 
over three days in 1956 as part of 
Invercargill’s centenary celebrations, the 

tour has captured the imaginations 
of Southlanders. Often faced with 
tempestuous weather, cyclists brave 
the conditions with a fierce tenacity to 
take the sport into our rural heartland 
and battle it out on roads throughout 
the district.

From modest beginnings, the tour 
earned international UCI status in 
2002 and continues to attract a quality 
contingent of both national and 

international calibre riders. 

Southland District Council has long been 
a proud supporter of the event and this 
year sponsored the 166km stage two from 
Invercargill to Lumsden, incorporating 
Riverton, Otautau, Nightcaps, Dipton 
and Balfour. 

It was fantastic to see young and old 
turn out in droves to see the peloton 
whizz past.

PRIDE OF THE SOUTH
PRIDE OF THE SOUTH


