Applause for
Riverton stalwarts
T

here was smiles and cheers all around
as power couple Nola and Stewart Fleck
of Riverton received their Southland
District Council Community Service Awards.
Nola and Stewart were recognised for their
outstanding years of service to the community.
They received their awards from Mayor Gary
Tong in front of a large turnout of family, friends,
councillors and various community group
members at the Riverton Senior Citizens Centre.
Janice and Euan Templeton read the citations.
Both Nola and Stewart grew up in the
surrounding area and have always been deeply
involved in giving back to their community and
helping others.
“I have lived here all my life,’’ Stewart said. “My
grandfather arrived here 151 years ago. I have

been lucky to be able to continue living here. Riverton is a part
of my life.”
Stewart has had a long career in teaching and farming. In his
younger years, Stewart was involved with rowing and rugby
and then school committees, the Sesquicentennial Committee
and the Riverton Senior Citizens Centre as treasurer. Stewart
has received many awards from the Lions Club of Riverton in
which his main activity is the Lions kindling cut, which raises a
substantial amount each year.
“I couldn’t have done a lot of the things that I have done
without Nola, the family and your [community] efforts,”
Stewart said.
Nola has also had a long teaching career in the area as well as
assisting on the home farm and raising their four children. Nola
has touched the lives of many Southlanders with her musical
involvement such as at the Anzac service, community services
at Thornbury, Longwood Care Home or the Aparima College
productions. Outside of music Nola plays a key role at Te Hikoi
and is also the treasurer of the Riverton Heritage Society.
Receiving the award, Nola said “it’s quite overwhelming.”

“The people I’ve met over the
years have made it a wonderful
place to live. It has been a
pleasure to be part of a team,
which you [the community]
have all been a part of.’’
In recent years Nola and Stewart have served the
community together. Both are active members of
the Union Church and the Riverton Friendship Group,
with Nola having served on the committee.
Nola and Stewart have set a true example to their
community by supporting each other to support
their community.

