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S

outhlanders need to adopt
a resilient approach to
climate change.

Team leader resource management
Marcus Roy said a recent report
commissioned by Southland’s four
councils provided valuable data
which would play an influential role
in future planning decisions.
“Forewarned is forearmed – you
have to be aware something’s
coming so you can adapt to it,”
he says.
The Regional Climate Change
Impact Assessment, prepared by
the National Institute of Water and
Atmosphere (NIWA), addresses

Southland is likely to experience
warmer weather all year round,
more dry days in summer and
extended periods of relatively higher
temperatures. Average annual
rainfall is projected to increase,
mostly in winter and spring, and
is likely to occur in more intense
events. Coastal flooding will increase
steadily under all scenarios, with
increasing incidents of pure tidal
flooding (that is, on sunny days).
Some other general Southland
impacts highlighted include an
increase in “severe” event frequency
and the size and duration of
unprecedented weather events, while
sea level rise is a highly likely and

which are adaptable to changing
environments, changing economic
models or farming systems and
processes. We need to determine
how that change – whether it’s
at local, central government or
international level – is going to
affect our lives moving forward.
“Our communities are going to be
impacted in the future and we have
a real leadership role to play here.
We can’t expect others to be making
change in how they operate if we’re
not making change too.”
The report was initiated to also
enable residents and communities
to prepare.

Resilience needed
potential impacts of climate
change on a range of components
of climate, hydrology and coastal
processes across Southland.
“We can be confident change is
happening. How it impacts locally
can’t be exactly determined,” Mr
Roy says.
“There is an element of crystal
ball gazing … it’s a forecast
which basically uses the best
assumptions we’ve got and NIWA
is one of the most reputable
organisations to do this.”
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costly risk for our coastal areas.
“It may not happen quite how the
model predicts,’’ Mr Roy says. “It
could be faster or slightly different
and that’s the nature of forecasting.
But we can say this is what we’re
likely to see based on trends and the
analysis being done, including data
from a number of different scientists
around the world.
“Our next step is to interpret what
that means for our communities and
us as an organisation and how we
plan to create resilient communities

“Raising awareness is vital. People
need to look at this report and think
about what it means for them. If you
own property in a certain location,
what does it mean for that? If you’re
looking to shift, what does it mean
for the future of that town and
community, for me as an individual
and for my family,” Mr Roy says.
“We’re just trying to get people
thinking about their assets and their
investments for the future now.”
The gradual nature of climate change
had led to plenty of sceptics over the

years but attitudes are shifting.
“Nationally and regionally, people
are generally accepting the climate
is changing. You just have to talk
to someone who’s been farming for
60-odd years … we’ve got people
here in Southland who have worked
on this land for generations and kept
historical records which show what’s
going on.”
There was potential for Southland’s
agricultural industry to diversify.
“There’s opportunities in
everything,’’ Mr Roy says. “It’s
just a case of identifying those
opportunities and adapting as soon
as practicable.

up on us and all of a sudden it’s on
our doorstep.”

Transitioning to a new way of
thinking is important.

Everyone has a role to play in
mitigating climate change.

“It’s about thinking beyond a 10year plan or an election cycle,’’ he
says. “What decisions do we need to
be making for 20-plus years ahead
so we hand this organisation and the
region over to the next generation
using the best information available
for decision-making?

“I think the biggest hurdle is people
wondering how they can have a
meaningful impact on the direction
our climate’s heading when they
are one person. But effectively if
everyone takes that approach, we’re
not going to make any headway. We
underestimate the power we have as
individuals,” Mr Roy says.
“Ultimately we need to ask
ourselves ‘what does my impact
on the environment mean
for my grandchildren and my

“Bringing climate change foresight
into decision-making now should
put us on a trajectory to anticipate
what is needed in the future.
“We need to be a resilient region
so when factors start changing –
whether that’s at a policy level or

for climate change
“If you’re adaptable and resilient
then there are benefits in that for
the region and individuals but we
need to be thinking about those
things now so it doesn’t just creep

grandchildren’s children?’ Those
three or four generations ahead,
what are we leaving them and what
state will it be in?”
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family of Waimahaka. He came into their lives
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out how you can go in the draw to win an iPad.

a rule level or laws, climate, social
situations, whatever – we’re able to
adapt and position ourselves well
because what we see now is not what
we’re going to see in 10 years.”
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MAYOR GARY TONG

We all have a voice. It’s how you choose
to use it that truly has an impact.
Blair Vining may not have been a familiar name six months ago but
now he’s recognised around the country for his remarkable work
shining the spotlight on New Zealand’s woeful cancer statistics.
Here we have a typical Southland rugby bloke forced to face his own
mortality after being diagnosed with terminal stage four bowel cancer
late last year. And you bet he’s making every minute count.
But instead of just fighting for his own life, he’s slugging it
out with the powers that be to ultimately save many more
of his fellow Kiwis in the future.
Blair’s petition launched last month requests the
House of Representatives create a national cancer
agency to address New Zealand’s death rates
from this cruel disease, overseeing a cancer plan
to deliver the world-class care people deserve.
If you haven’t already, I urge you to add
your signature to the tens of thousands
already there. You can find it at
www.parliament.nz/en/pb/petitions
Blair’s research shows 500 to 800 Kiwis die
from cancer every year who would live if we
had the survival rates of our mates across the
ditch in Australia. Survival here can depend on
who you are or where you live. That’s not right.
The success of Blair’s campaign has proven we can make
a difference from this end of the country if we shout
loudly enough.
I had the pleasure of meeting Blair and his beautiful family
while officiating at a wedding in Queenstown. Their
willingness to share such a difficult journey so publicly to
raise awareness is incredibly brave and will undoubtedly
benefit future generations.
We can’t be scared to have those conversations. Whether
its health services, roading, social housing – whatever the
issue – we need to speak up as a District.
I spent time with Minister David Parker on Stewart Island
last month and it’s opportunities like this to ‘bend
an ear’ which can prove valuable. It’s always great
to see ministers visiting our District to meet the
people and get a real appreciation for not only
I’ve heard a few comments from First Edition
what makes us unique but the challenges we face.
readers questioning the use of the word “Plod”
on my coffee cup in this photo and suggesting
The connections we have with various ministers
it’s disrespectful to New Zealand police. Nothing
are important for Southland and I continue to
could be further from the truth.
work hard as your mayor to foster them.
I was a proud member of the New Zealand
That doesn’t extend to letting him win at pool,
police force for 25 years and in fact “Plod’’ was
though. Luckily this time we were team-mates,
the nickname given to me by members of the
earning King of the Table status at the local hotel.
communities I served. It was an affectionate
In the world of politics, those are the rare times
nickname and I never took offence. I always got a
when people get to see who you really are. After
laugh out of it. Some people who knew me back
all, we’re only human.
then still call me “Plod”. I’ll take that any day.
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Among the wide
range of work
I do as Mayor
of Southland
District, one
of the most
satisfying roles
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I was asked along
to Southland
Boys’ High
School to talk
to students
about what
the Southland
mayoralty
involves, how I
got elected and
what Southland
District Council
does. It’s always
rewarding to take
the opportunity
to talk to our
future leaders.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE STEVE RURU

L

ong-term planning is never
off the agenda in the world of
local government.

Although it is a statutory requirement
for local authorities to prepare a new
10-Year Plan every three years, the
reality is that work on the next Long
Term Plan never stops.
Regardless of the name we give
it – the Long Term Plan, 10-Year
Plan or, simply, the LTP – it focuses
our thinking on the future, and
it forms the basis of many of the
conversations we have with you, the
District’s residents and ratepayers,
on a daily basis.
The LTP process is about trying
to make decisions today that will
improve lives tomorrow. It requires
a lot of research and analysis and
some lateral thinking as we try
to understand the challenges our
communities will face in the future.

The bottom line,
however, is that
trying to predict the
future is an art, not a
science, and decisionmakers don’t always
get the big picture
quite right.
Try imagining what the future
might have looked like if you were a
local authority in the 1950s. World
War II had not long ended and
the New Zealand government was
spending a lot of money on public
works that local authorities could
not afford themselves. Bridges
figured prominently in this new
wave of infrastructure, designed
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to carry the relatively moderate
tonnages of the time.
The space age was still a decade
away, the computer age was two
decades away and the gross vehicle
weight of a big Bedford S truck was
just seven tons, or 7,100kg. Perhaps
those politicians can be excused
for not foreseeing the digital and
technological revolutions ahead.
Cut to 2019 and local government
authorities everywhere, not just
here in Southland, are paying the
price for that understandable lapse
in prescience.
Recently we have just fronted
three meetings at ageing bridges
that have reached the end of their
useful lives and become unsafe – at
Evans Road, near Woodlands;
Channel Road, at
Springhills; and Mataura
Island Titiroa.
These were not enjoyable
meetings for anyone
concerned, least of all the
people for whom those
bridges have been an
important daily fixture in
their lives. We understand
the frustrations of those
communities and
where possible
we are working
to provide
alternative,
albeit
temporary,
solutions.
These
bridges have
aged more
rapidly than
the planners
and structural
engineers who
conceived them

could have imagined, because of
changes in rural activity and the
massive increases in volume and
capacity of modern heavy transport.
As a result of work we signalled in
our 2018-2028 LTP, we know there
are many more bridges in Southland
District that are in a similar
condition to these ones.
With your help, we are going to
have to make some tough decisions
about how we divvy up the limited
pool of rates money to pay for the
maintenance and/or replacement of
$1.5 billion of District assets. This
includes not only bridges, but roads,
water treatment plants, pipes, parks,
playgrounds and a raft of other
expensive infrastructure.
Your input into our next
LTP is welcomed. We’ll
talk again soon.

Let’s talk about bridges
Bridges have been a big talking
point recently.
Councillors and Southland District
Council staff met with affected
communities in May regarding three
bridges that have been closed due to
safety concerns. We heard loud and
clear how much those bridges mean
to our communities.
This is not a message we wanted to
be delivering. However, the safety
of bridge users comes before all
other considerations.
These meetings are part of a long
conversation we are having with
Southland District residents and
ratepayers. There’s much more to
this story than just the four bridges
that have been recommended for
closure in the past six months.
Ageing infrastructure is a growing
problem for Southland District
Council, and for local authorities
throughout New Zealand and
around the world.
Particular issues for SDC are the
geographical size of our District,
the huge amount of infrastructure
requiring maintenance, repair
or replacement, and the limited
ability of the relatively small pool of
ratepayers to help pay for it.
The Southland roading network is
the second largest of any territorial
authority in the country. The
network consists of a total of
4,967km of roads, 852 bridges,
236 stock underpasses, 207km of
footpaths and 2,450 streetlights.
Of the 852 bridges in the District,
six are currently closed, 92 are
posted with weight restrictions
and 172 are expected to require
replacement in the next 10 years.
The cost of replacing a bridge is
substantial. Each bridge is unique,
but as an example, the Mataura
Island Titiroa bridge, which spans
33 metres, would cost around

$600,000 to replace. A new bridge
at Evans Road, spanning 11 metres,
would cost about $176,000.
The value we have placed on these
bridges for accounting purposes
suggests that it would cost more
than $40 million to replace the
bridges that need to be replaced in
the next 10 years. The actual costs
could be more or less, depending
on a range of factors such as
decisions about the design of the
replacement bridges.
It is our current assessment that the
Southland District cannot afford
this level of spending in just one area
of the infrastructure it manages.
Huge amounts of money are
required to maintain our roads,
footpaths, water and sewage
treatment plants, stormwater
drains, water structures, buildings
and community facilities, as well as
bridges. Between 2018 and 2028
we expect to spend over $250
million on new or replacement
infrastructure, and over $351
million on operational costs such
as maintenance.
Prioritisation of spending is one
of the biggest challenges facing
Southland District Council. It

In some cases there may be a
solution to keep a bridge open to
light traffic for a few years more.
For example, gantry structures have
been suggested by communities as
a possible solution to keep Evans
Road and Mataura Island Titiroa
bridges useable for light traffic,
and we’re looking into it, but that
option will not always be available.
As a result full closure of some
bridges is inevitable.
An issue of concern is heavy vehicles
exceeding weight limits on posted
bridges. We know it’s happening,
and the communities know it’s
happening. Allowing it to continue
is accelerating the deterioration of
old bridges that weren’t designed
to handle the tonnages of modern
heavy traffic. We can’t police every
bridge in the District to ensure
weight restrictions (and associated
speed limits) are being adhered to,
and nor do we see that as our job.
A level of responsibility lies with
bridge users. Weight restrictions are
in place for good reasons. Don’t
exceed the weight limits nor the
speed limits associated with such
restrictions. Where you see heavy
vehicles using posted bridges please
let us know.

The bottom line is we really need your
help to decide how we’re going to do this
in the long run.
has to be balanced against a broad
range of factors, not the least of
which are safety concerns and
community expectations.
Where there is a threat to public
safety immediate action is required.
An example is the four bridges
closed in recent months – at
Benmore, Evans Road, Channel
Road and Mataura Island Titiroa.

SDC manages the assets on your
behalf and your feedback on how
we should prioritise spending is
going to be vital as we work towards
forming our next Long Term Plan
for 2021 to 2031.
We’d like to hear from you.
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ANIMAL CONTROL

Cooper has something
to wag about
they appreciate what you’ve done
for them and love unconditionally,”
she says.
“They are just so loyal and devoted
to you.”
The dedicated work of rescue
organisations was having a
positive impact.
“Thank goodness for Furever
Homes and the SPCA because dogs
get a second chance and that’s so
important. You don’t get bad dogs,
you get bad owners and they ruin a
dog,” Jill says.

Cooper
enjoys
getting out
and about
with his
dad, Bill
Tredinnick.

H

e might only have three legs,
but plucky Cooper is one
lucky dog.

When SDC dog control officer Jill
Munro first set eyes on Cooper, he
was just nine months old and had
already suffered indescribable abuse
at the hands of a cruel owner.
“He was found in a paddock, very
thin, with binding twine wrapped
around his neck. He’d been tied up
near the river and just left to die.
Somehow he managed to eventually
escape,” Jill recalls.

“He’s very intelligent … he learns
things very quickly.”
She encouraged others to consider
adopting a rescue dog.
“I think rescue dogs give a little bit
more than normal dogs do because

Southland’s 6100 dog owners
are securing tags for their canine
companions with dog registration for
2019/2020 now under way.
All dogs registered online using
PAY IT on our website before 1 July
2019 will go in the draw to win an
iPad or one of 20 chances to have
their dog registration refunded.
(Winners will be drawn at random.)

“We took him to a couple of vets and
they both said he’d have to have his
leg amputated because it was broken
for too long and couldn’t be saved.”

What’s in a name?

After the operation, Jill took the
brave little fella home to recover and
adjust to life on three limbs until a
new home could be found.

Last year 12,156 registered dogs
called Southland home – that’s
a lot of names on file here at
Southland District Council.

“We thought we’d look after him
until he’d recovered … but he grew
on us and he’s still there,” she says.

In a rural District, it’s no surprise
names of one syllable top the
charts. It’s easier to holler when
you’re rounding up stock.

“He was just so loving and didn’t
have a bad bone in his body despite
all the abuse he’d been through.”
The Fox Terrier is now right-handman to her husband Bill, donning his
own hi-vis vest to head to work in the
forestry each day.
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“We wouldn’t be
without him –
we are just blessed.

“The hardest part of this job is when
there’s no other option but for an
animal to be euthanised. Thankfully
that’s rare nowadays because of their
commitment to re-homing. They do
amazing work.”

The most common moniker
bestowed was Meg with 165,
followed closely by Max with 148.
Jess made the top three with 144
but only just. And it may well
have been a typo considering
there were 143 dogs called Tess.

Rounding out the top 10 is Pip
(120), Sam (99), Bella (98), Jack
(96), Molly and Ruby (both 90).
When it comes to breeds, huntaways
dominated the stats with 2101,
followed by heading dogs on 1326.
The faithful Labrador remains a
popular choice in the south with
1154, while the smooth-coat collie
earned fourth overall with 1126.
The top 10 also featured Labradorcross (556), Jack Russell (479),
Border Collie (382), Fox Terrier
(296), Huntaway-cross (233) and
Bichon Frise-cross (167).

Free dog bags
Stepping in dog poo is a sure-fire way
to ruin your day.
The Te Anau Community Board
recently agreed to invest in an
additional dog bag dispenser for the
town to encourage residents to clean
up after their four-legged friends.
Southland District Council’s
environmental health manager
Michael Sarfaiti says locals have an
expectation that their walking tracks
are free from dog droppings.
“One of the responsibilities people
have as a dog owner is to make sure
their pet doesn’t have a negative
impact on other people,” he says.
“Under the Council’s Dog Control
Bylaw 2015, anybody walking his
or her dog must remove and dispose
of droppings straight away. Any dog
owner who fails to do so is liable for
an infringement fee of $300.

MICROCHIPPING
TIMETABLE

“Dog owners are encouraged to use
the dog bags to ensure the town
remains clean for both locals and
visitors alike. Te Anau is regarded as

Dog-free
zone

one of the jewels of New Zealand
and it is important we all do our
bit to make sure its spectacular
natural environment isn’t soiled by
a stray dog droppings.”
The new dispenser will be installed
on the lakefront reserve walking
track, near the Te Anau domain.

After considering community
feedback, the Te Anau Community
Board has resolved to maintain the
status quo, prohibiting dogs in the
town centre.

The current dispenser at Ivon
Wilson Park had about 1000 bags
used in the last 12 months, Mr
Sarfaiti says.

While feedback received was
relatively evenly split for and against
a change, the Board felt it did not
provide a strong enough driver to
warrant a bylaw amendment process.

Other towns in the District with
dog bag dispensers available include
Riverton and Winton, which each
have four, and Tuatapere, which has
one installed at its domain.

Therefore, dogs will not be allowed
in the town centre.
Te Anau and Winton are the only
two towns in the District which
prohibit dogs in the town centre.
All others allow dogs on a leash.

Mr Sarfaiti would like to see
more community boards consider
investing in the dispensers for their
respective areas.

The Dog Control Bylaw 2015 will be
reviewed in 2025, at which time the
local community will be consulted
thoroughly again on dog issues.

“Dogs are a popular pet here in the
Southland and this is a great way to
raise awareness of the need for dog
owners to carry bags with them.”

AREA
Invercargill Office
(car park)

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

None

Wednesday 7th
11.30am – 12pm

None

Otautau Office
(at rear)

None

Tuesday 6th
11.30am – 12pm

None

Lumsden Railway
(at rear)

Wednesday 10th
11.30am – 12pm

None

Wednesday 11th
11.30am – 12pm

Riverton Office

Tuesday 9th
11.30am – 12pm

None

Tuesday 10th
11.30am – 12pm

Winton
(opposite SDC Office)

None

Thursday 15th
11.30am – 12pm

None

Te Anau Office
(at rear)

Thursday 11th
11.30am – 12pm

None

Thursday 12th
11.30am – 12pm

Wyndham Office
(at rear)

None

Tuesday 13th
2 – 2.30pm

None

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL DOGS MUST BE CURRENTLY REGISTERED WITH SDC AND WEARING THEIR
TAGS TO BE MICROCHIPPED.
ALL dogs must be registered by 3 months of age

9

We like it when a plan
comes together …
At this time of year we’d usually be
going out for public consultation on
our annual or long term plan.
For the first time, we’re not doing
that this year. In a notable break from
tradition we won’t be consulting on
our Annual Plan for 2019/2020,
which is year two of our 2018-2028
Long Term Plan (LTP).

»» Installed toilets and started work
on the Centre Hill Road which
will complete the Around the
Mountains Cycle Trail.
»» Made a good start on the two-year
project to replace ageing
stormwater pipes along Great
North Road in Winton.

This is really good news. It means the
LTP we developed and had signed
off last year is robust, and that we’re
tracking as we said we would be.

You’ll be wondering what this means
for your rates bill in the coming year.
The draft Annual Plan includes an
overall rate increase of 3.49% for
2019/2020, compared with 3.34%
forecast for 2019/2020 in the Long
Term Plan 2018-2028, an increase of
about $68,000.
The key contributors to the small
rise are changes in operational
contracts and an increase in funding
depreciation from 40% to 50% of
key infrastructure assets.

Because we consulted with you
just over 12 months ago on our
LTP and because our Annual Plan
for 2019/2020 has no significant
deviations from what we signalled
we’d do in year two of our LTP,
we’re not going to have a formal
consultation process.

In 2019/2020, we’ll:

We’ve prepared a draft Annual Plan,
and staff are currently finalising it for
Council to adopt in June.
Instead, we want to let you know
how we are tracking with our 10-Year
Plan projects – what we've achieved
in year one (2018/2019) and what
our focus is in year two.
So far in the 2018-2019 financial
year we’ve:
»» Commissioned research into
community future planning.
We’re analysing the data,
which will help us to have crucial
conversations with you about
future infrastructure, assets
and services, where they might be
provided, and to what level.
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»» Continue our research into
community future planning.
»» Invest $179,000 in open space
experiences as part of a long-term
project to improve and better
manage our open spaces for the
enjoyment of residents and
visitors alike.
»» Construct the 18km pipeline from
Te Anau to the Kepler Block as part
of the Te Anau wastewater project.
»» Complete the Winton
stormwater upgrade.
»» Start repairing and replace cracked
water pipes in Winton and Otautau.
»» Pay our share of the new Pyramid
Bridge, which we expect will be
around $1.5 million, by way of a
30-year loan.

Rates on properties will vary
depending on location, the local
projects being funded and the
services received. Properties in
Southland District were subject to a
revaluation in late 2018, which may
also contribute to variations in rates
from the previous year.
We want to connect with you all year
round, not just at Annual Plan time,
and there are a number of ways that
you can get in touch.
We have a new engagement website,
Make it stick, Southland, where you
can share your ideas and concerns
and send us feedback.
We’ll be holding a series of
Community Conversations
throughout the District starting in
late June.
Or you can come and see us at one
of our area offices, call us on 0800
732 732, email us on emailsdc@
southlanddc.govt.nz or message us on
Facebook. We’d love to hear from you.

LIBRARY SERVICES

A fast solution
W

hen the Winton
Library was suddenly
forced to close, our
dedicated staff leapt into action
for their community.
Less than a week later, an
alternative site was established
at the Winton Memorial Hall to
cater for library users and provide
Council services such as rate
payments and dog registrations.
Group manager customer
delivery Trudie Hurst said she
was incredibly proud of the
staff ’s resilience when faced with
the challenge.

“It was all
departments
working together
across Council to
make it happen for
the community.
The support has
been incredible.”

On May 14, Council received a report confirming the presence of airborne
mould spores and fungal contamination and closed the library building just
hours later to enable further investigations to be carried out. This can be
done only when the building is closed to the public, due to the potential for
contamination when the mould is disturbed.

“Our immediate focus was to
connect with our local Winton
staff, the people who are in
the community, to help make
the right decisions for that
community and that’s exactly
what they’ve done.

Establishing an alternative site to serve the community was important as
between 700 and 900 people a week use the facility, making Winton is one
of our busiest locations in terms of payments taken and borrowers taking
out material.

“It has certainly reinforced how
important our libraries are. The
moment it wasn’t there, the
community rallied. The book bus
was busy every day with a steady
stream of people checking in on
our staff. It was amazing.”

As staff are unable to access the collection in the Winton Library at present,
stocks will be limited and therefore the number of books users can borrow
will be reduced.

The temporary location will be open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday
and 10am to 3pm on a Saturday. Staff are working hard to ensure library
programmes continue to operate.

For Winton customers, there will be no charge to have a book delivered
from another Southland District library such as Otautau, Lumsden,
Riverton, Stewart Island, Te Anau, Wyndham or the bookbus.
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Winton Library FAQs

W

e have put together a list of questions you may have about
the library’s closure and relocation. Please talk to one of
our staff if there’s anything else you would like to know.

When will the library reopen?
The Winton Library is closed until further notice for safety
reasons. Please keep an eye on our website and social media
for more information about our services.
Is there anywhere I can access library services in the
Winton area?
We have set up a library desk in the Memorial Hall on
Weymss St. Stock will be limited, however the collection will
be refreshed twice daily. The mobile book bus will continue
as normal.
When will it be open?
Hours will be 9am to 5pm weekdays, and 10am-3pm on
Saturdays.
Where do I pay my rates or register my dog?
Our Winton staff will be able to process your SDC rates
payments and dog registration at our temporary office.
What can I access online via your website?
Lots! Our eLibrary resources are available 24/7, including
eBooks, eAudio, eMagazines, New Zealand and world
newspapers, online research databases and digitised heritage.
Use your library card details to log in.

I use the library for wifi, internet access or printing.
What other options are there?
The library continues to provide free wifi, internet
access and limited printing services.
Where else can I go for library programmes, eg
Stepping up, Wriggle & Rhyme?
We intend to resume all programmes as soon as
possible. Please check the library catalogue for updates
and programmes available at our other branch library
locations, ring us on 0800 732 542 or email our team
at library@southlanddc.govt.nz.
How do I book the Memorial, RSA and Drill halls?
Council staff will continue to take bookings for the
Memorial, RSA and Drill Halls and customers will be
able to collect keys from the new site. After hours only:
the keys will be available to pick up and drop off from
Irwin Motors, on the main street.
How can I keep up-to-date with what’s going on?
We will provide regular updates through the
following channels:
• SDC website – www.southlanddc.govt.nz
• Southland District Libraries website
– www.southlanddc.govt.nz/my-southland/libraries/
• Facebook – Southland District Council

YOUR DISTRICT NEEDS YOU!
Are you thinking of standing in this
year’s local elections?
You can make a difference.

It’s an exciting time to be part of local government.
Your community needs people to stand up for it. Are
you willing to do your bit?
You can be nominated for the following roles in
Southland District:
•

Mayor

•

Southland District Councillor

•

Community Board member

Nominations open on 19 July 2019 and close on
16 August.
12

You must be nominated by two people aged over
18 who are enrolled in your area. You will have
to pay a $200 deposit, which may be refunded
depending on election results.
For nomination forms and further information about
the roles and how you can be nominated, go to
southlanddc.govt.nz/elections/candidatesguide...
Southland District Council electoral officer
Dale Ofsoske (09) 973 5212
dale.ofsoske@electionservices.co.nz

Southland District Council deputy electoral officer Clare Sullivan 0800 732 732
clare.sullivan@southlanddc.govt.nz

Mobile Library Timetable
Jan - May 2018

July - Oct 2019
Athol
Balfour

Shop

Noon-1pm

Tues

9-Jul

6-Aug

3-Sep

1-Oct

29-Oct
31-Oct

Tavern

4.30-6.30pm

Tues

23-Jul

20-Aug

17-Sep

Tavern

1.30-3.00pm

Thurs

11-Jul

8-Aug

5-Sep

3-Oct

15-Oct
30-Sep

Blackmount

Wairaki Station

11.30am-12.15pm

Mon

8-Jul

5-Aug

2-Sep

Dacre

Hall

9-10am

Fri

26-Jul

23-Aug

20-Sep

18-Oct

Dipton

School

11-Noon

Tues

23-Jul

20-Aug

17-Sep

15-Oct

10.30-Noon

Wed

24-Jul

21-Aug

18-Sep

1-4pm

Fri

12-Jul

9-Aug

6-Sep

Drummond

School

Edendale

Car park

Fortrose

Picnic Area

School
Garston

*

16-Oct
4-Oct

1-Nov

10.30-Noon

Fri

26-Jul

23-Aug

20-Sep

18-Oct

3-4pm

Fri

26-Jul

23-Aug

20-Sep

18-Oct

School

1.30-2.30pm

Tues

9-Jul

6-Aug

3-Sep

1-Oct

29-Oct

Village

2.30-3.30pm

Tues

9-Jul

6-Aug

3-Sep

1-Oct

29-Oct

1-2pm

Fri

26-Jul

11am-12.30pm

Tues

2-Jul

Glenham

School

Gorge Rd

Hall

30-Jul

23-Aug

20-Sep

18-Oct

27-Aug

24-Sep

22-Oct

Hauroko Valley

School

1.00-1.30pm

Mon

8-Jul

5-Aug

2-Sep

Heddon Bush

School

1.30-2.30pm

Wed

24-Jul

21-Aug

18-Sep

16-Oct

Hedgehope

School

11am-12.30pm

Fri

19-Jul

16-Aug

13-Sep

11-Oct

Hillside School

School

11am-12.30pm

Thurs

18-Jul

Invercargill

SDC Office

9.30-11.30am

Thurs

4-Jul

1-Aug

30-Sep

15-Aug

12-Sep

10-Oct

29-Aug

26-Sep

24-Oct

Isla Bank

School

9-10am

Wed

18-Jul

15-Aug

12-Sep

Limehills

School

9.15am-10.30am

Thurs

12-Jul

9-Aug

6-Sep

4-Oct

Longbush

Kindergarten

1-Oct

Mossburn

RSA

Nightcaps
Ohai
Orepuki
Otara

Hall

Pukerau

School

9-10am

Fri

9-Jul

6-Aug

3-Sep

9.30-10.30am

Tues

23-Jul

20-Aug

17-Sep

School

1.30-3.30pm

Tues

8-Jul

5-Aug

2-Sep

Johnston Rd

9.30-10.30am

Mon

18-Jul

15-Aug

12-Sep

Com Centre

2-4pm

Thurs

8-Jul

Main St

3-4pm

Mon

3-Jul

31-Jul

*

5-Aug

2-Sep

28-Aug

25-Sep

10-Oct
1-Nov
29-Oct
15-Oct
30-Sep

28-Oct
10-Oct

30-Sep

*
23-Oct

2.30-4pm

Wed

10-Jul

7-Aug

4-Sep

2-Oct

30-Oct

9.30-11.30am

Wed

12-Jul

9-Aug

6-Sep

4-Oct

1-Nov

3-Oct

Rimu

School

10.30-11.30am

Fri

11-Jul

8-Aug

5-Sep

Riversdale

Com Centre

11am-12.30pm

Thurs

25-Jul

22-Aug

19-Sep

31-Oct

Com Centre

2-4.30pm

Thurs

4-Jul

1-Aug

29-Aug

26-Sep

24-Oct

Riverton

BUPA Village

2-4pm

Thurs

2-Jul

30-Jul

27-Aug

24-Sep

22-Oct

17-Oct

Roslyn Bush

Playcentre

9.15-10am

Tues

19-Jul

16-Aug

13-Sep

11-Oct

Ryal Bush

Com Centre

2.30-4pm

Fri

19-Jul

16-Aug

13-Sep

11-Oct

Te Tipua

School

9.30-10.30am

Fri

17-Jul

14-Aug

11-Sep

9-Oct

Thornbury

Hall

3-4pm

Wed

5-Jul

30-Aug

27-Sep

25-Oct

Tokanui

Main St

1.30-4pm

Fri

22-Jul

19-Aug

16-Sep

14-Oct

School

9.30-11am

Mon

17-Jul

14-Aug

11-Sep

Waianiwa

Hall

1-2pm

Wed

11-Jul

8-Aug

5-Sep

Waikaia

School
Com Centre

2-Aug

9-10.30am

Thurs

25-Jul

22-Aug

19-Sep

10.15-11.30am

Thurs

10-Jul

7-Aug

4-Sep

9-Oct
3-Oct

31-Oct

2-Oct

30-Oct

17-Oct

Waikaka

Com Centre

2-4pm

Wed

5-Jul

2-Aug

30-Aug

27-Sep

25-Oct

Waikawa

Hall

10am-Noon

Fri

3-Jul

31-Jul

28-Aug

25-Sep

23-Oct

11.30am-1pm

Wed

17-Jul

14-Aug

11-Sep

9-Oct

9am-Noon

Wed

25-Jul

22-Aug

19-Sep

17-Oct

25-Jul

22-Aug

19-Sep

17-Oct

Waimahaka

Hall

Wallacetown

Com Centre

Wendon

Hall

Noon-12.30pm

Thurs

Wendonside

Hall

9.30-10am

Thurs

2-Jul

27-Aug

24-Sep

22-Oct

Woodlands

Shop

2-4pm

Tues

22-Jul

19-Aug

16-Sep

14-Oct

School

2-4pm

Mon

20-Aug

17-Sep

15-Oct

12-Nov

30-Jul

Southland District Libraries Ph: 0800 732 542 Email: winton.library@southlanddc.govt.nz
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Angie Hopkinson, Jacqui
Ligthart and community
facilities manager Mark Day.

New team taking stock
C

ommunity facilities are
on Mark Day’s radar as
Southland District Council
embarks on a new approach to
managing them.

what they are now. For instance,
why would we build a children’s
playground in a township that we
know will have a predominately
ageing demographic?’’

Mr Day was appointed to the role
of community facilities manager late
last year. One of his first priorities
is to create an inventory of all the
community facilities in the District
and to work with communities to
define a consistent minimum level of
service (LOS) across the portfolio.

The aim is to reach agreement with
communities on a minimum level
of service than can be provided by
Council across all District facilities,
and then identify which assets are
receiving less or more than the
minimum level.

It’s going to be a big job. Council
manages more than 1,200 hectares
of parks, reserves, playgrounds
and sports fields, as well as halls
and community centres, toilets,
wharves and jetties, green assets
(beautification areas such as trees,
plantings and gardens in towns) and
Council buildings.
Mr Day says until now some of these
have “flown under the radar a bit.
We’ll know we have a reserve, but
potentially we may not know what
sports equipment or playground
equipment is on that reserve’’.
A body of demographic research
work being carried out across
the District by the likes of BERL
(Business and Economic Research
Ltd) and Venture Southland is “part
and parcel of bringing together the
big picture”.
Mr Day says his team is trying to
“future proof ’’ community facilities.
“Future needs won’t necessarily be
14

“We can then prepare a works
programme so that we can begin to
bring those that are below up to that
minimum LOS,’’ he says. “That’s not
to say that communities can’t have a
higher level of service, as long as they
have funding to maintain that.’’
Key appointments in Mr Day’s
team are those of Jacqui Ligthart
and Angie Hopkinson, who joined
Council as community facilities
contract managers. A big part of
their roles will involve managing the
community facilities portfolio and
engaging with communities to better

understand their future requirements.
There are long conversations to be
had with communities in the future,
Mr Day says, “and we want to go
into those conversations armed with
the information we need to provide
the community with facts”.
Community halls were often the glue
that held small communities together,
and in many areas there is still an
emotional attachment to them.
However, communities have changed,
Mr Day says. “They function
differently, they travel further.”
“For instance, everyone in the
District is within 15km of a hall.
Years ago that would have been a
huge distance but now people don’t
think twice about travelling to
Dunedin or Queenstown or Central
Otago to attend events.
“We need to understand the
implications of those sorts of things –
where our population is now, where
our communities are now.”

BY THE NUMBERS

Southland District community facilities
1,261ha

PARKS AND
RESERVES

33

PLAYGROUNDS

33

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

67

PUBLIC TOILETS

31

COUNCIL BUILDINGS

18

SPORTS FIELDS

24

WATER STRUCTURES

All options for community
facilities have to be considered,
he says. These may include
retaining a facility under a
different management structure
or utilising other facilities within
a community.
“We need to understand what we
have out there at the moment,
where it is, how often it’s used,
who it’s used by, and then with
the help of the community
determine the best options.”
A lot of research is required. Mr
Day estimates that it will take
probably three to five years to get
to the point where the District’s
community facilities are being
managed in an asset management
system, “so it’s a long-term
project that we’re starting now by
defining those levels of service”.
With the increase in visitor
numbers to the District, regard
has to be given to “how can we
provide a better experience for
locals and tourists by utilising
those open spaces and facilities”.
“Look at what’s happening on
the Southern Scenic Route and
the explosion of tourist numbers
and the impact that’s having
on our facilities and spaces.
How are we going to manage
that going forward and how
does that link in with what’s
happening throughout the rest
of the District?
“We have to have a very clear
idea of what the impact is going
to be.”
Mr Day says ultimately Council
will need to be proactive and
focus people’s attention on the
areas where we can “provide
sustainable facilities”.
Mr Day says the wishes of
communities will have a lot of
bearing in any decisions made
about facilities.
Communities are already being
proactive and having these
conversations. For instance, the
Hokonui hall was closed at the
request of the local community,
who had already decided it was
better to use the Browns hall.
“It’s about having those conversations
with the communities.”

S

usan Mackenzie aims to keep the
wheels turning on the Around
the Mountains Cycle Trail.

A keen cyclist, Susan was recently
appointed manager of the ATMCT
– a role she is eager to embrace after
working on various aspects of the
trail during the past two years as a
community development planner at
Venture Southland.
“It really sparked my interest in
cycle trails so I’m excited about this
opportunity to continue with some
of the projects I’ve been doing and
really taking the cycle trail forward,”
she says.

“There’s massive
potential in the
cycle trail for
the community.”

“Growing those relationships is
really important and we have great
communities to partner with to
continue evolving the cycle trail,”
Susan says.
Commercial infrastructure manager
Dylan Rabbidge said around 3000
cyclists embarked on the ATMCT
journey in the past year.
Recent infrastructure developments
include the installation of toilets and
shelters, along with an additional 80
directional signs from Walter Peak to
Centre Hill quarry. Funding has also
been secured for the establishment
of 28 interpretation panels to further
enhance the experience.
Drainage work and new material
would also be added to a section of
road near Centre Hill before the end
of June.

An active mother-of-two with
several adventure races to her
credit, Susan was keen to see more
Southlanders hitting the 186km trail
to experience all it has to offer.
“I would love to see more
Southlanders out there on the trail.
It’s about getting the community
using the asset and seeing the value
in it,” she says.
“It’s right on our doorstep and it’s
fantastic. The views from Walter
Peak through the Von Valley are
just magnificent, the Mavora
Lakes are stunning and all of
the farming communities and
towns you encounter with
their cafes and natural rest
stops are awesome. It really
does showcase some of the
best of Southland.”
Working alongside local
communities and various
commercial operators was a
key ingredient to the trail’s
future success.

Susan
Mackenzie

NEW TRAIL
MANAGER
EXCITED
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PETER AYSON

OUR SOUTHLANDER
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Peter Ayson and family with councillor Nick Perham (right).

Peter Ayson is the kind of guy who
would give you the shoes off his feet to
help. In fact, he did exactly that nearly
60 years ago.
Mr Ayson, a Southland junior athletics
champion for the 120 yards and 220 yards
hurdles, gave his spiked running shoes to an
eager young athlete named Peter Gutsell in
the early 1960s. The pair remained mates
over the decades, with both extensively
involved in the Otautau community.
In his current role as deputy chairperson
of the Otautau Community Board, Peter
Gutsell recently spoke about his friend’s
remarkable achievements at a Community
Service Award presentation in his honour
in April. It fittingly included the return
of the running shoes – still in surprisingly
good nick.
“I took them out for a spin the other day but
the speed’s gone out of them,” he quipped.
Peter Ayson is a proud stalwart of Otautau
and undoubtedly deserving of the award
presented by Southland District Councillor
Nick Perham during a ceremony also
attended by his wife Zola, family and friends.
His dedication across a raft of organisations
is legendary – you’d be hard pressed to
find a hat he hasn’t worn over the years.
Testament to his tireless commitment, he’s
been bestowed life membership of several
organisations, including the Otautau Jaycees,

Lions Club, St John and the RSA.
Prestigious honours include earning the rank of
Jaycee senator, a Distinguished Service Award and
the Melvin Jones Award for Lions and being made an
Officer of the Order of St John.
Peter Gutsell summed it up: “I don’t imagine Zola
has to spend a lot of money on wallpaper at home
because Pete has all these awards covering the walls.”
Still serving as president of St John in Otautau,
Mr Ayson’s involvement in the health sector has
had a life-saving impact. Ideas he has turned into
reality include the Western Southland Health
Shuttle Service.
“Communities are held together by glue and Peter
and Zola are that glue,” the Rev Leah Boniface,
district chaplain for St John, said.
During his tenure with Lions, Mr Ayson played an
instrumental role in raising vital funds for local girl
Tracey Holmes who in 1986 became New Zealand’s
first liver transplant recipient.
From digging spuds in the community garden to
his now 28-year stint as greenkeeper at the Otautau
Bowling Club, Mr Ayson’s willingness to contribute
ensures clubs remain operational.
The Otautau RSA is no exception. He still serves
as secretary/treasurer, co-ordinates the Anzac Day
service every year and is convenor of the annual
poppy collection.
“I honestly believe that without Peter Ayson’s input
into the Otautau RSA, there wouldn’t be an Otautau
RSA,” Peter Gutsell said.

Other organisations
include the Otautau
Medical Trust and
the Otautau Athletics
Society, while he has also
co-ordinated the IHC
appeal in the town for
over 40 years.

“I believe I was lucky to be born here and live here
all my life. It’s been a wonderful place to grow up
and raise a family so I thought I would try and do
my best to try and keep it that way.”

“We could go on and on but we find the story is the
same,’’ Mr Gutsell said. “This man has done his best
for Otautau.
“At the beginning I addressed this gathering ‘ladies and
gentlemen’. In my inward self I believe we have very
few ladies and very few gentlemen – we have men and
women. Ladies and gentlemen are special people who put
all others before themselves.
“I’m sure I speak on behalf of every resident of our area
when I say thank you Pete for all your deeds for our
community. You Peter Ayson are truly a gentleman. And
Zola, behind every gentleman is a lady.”

“I’ve been lucky that I’ve had tremendous support from
all those people that I’ve worked with. I think we’re very
fortunate in Otautau that we have so many people doing
voluntary work.
“I especially admire the work the emergency services
people do. I’ve never had to get up in the middle of a
cold winter’s night and go out and help somebody who’s
in trouble but these people do. Not only that, they spend
many, many hours training and getting their qualifications
… they are very special people in this community.
“While my name’s on this certificate, I think many of you
should have your name on it as well.”

Mr Ayson was humble in acknowledging his latest accolade.

COMMITTED TO

COMMUNITY

J

ohn Ranstead has been a voice of comfort and
a tireless worker in his community for more
than 20 years.

of the first 10 years he was the main pool caretaker.
Since then he has led a roster of volunteers opening
the pool most mornings while continually monitoring
and ensuring everything is running well.
Mr Ranstead has shown a great level of pastoral
care and compassion for the whole community
and support for people in Edendale and
throughout southern Southland at times of
difficulty and bereavement.

Mr Ranstead’s selfless
commitment was
recognised when he
was awarded a
Southland District
Council-Edendale/
Wyndham Community
Board Community
Service Award.
John and Eleanor
Ranstead and family
moved to Edendale
in 1997 following
his appointment as
minister in the local
Presbyterian church.
Mr Ranstead served
as minister for nine
years while taking
an interest in the
wellbeing of the
whole community.

John and Eleanor
Ranstead with
councillors Julie
Keast and Paul Duffy.

He has been
a member of
the Edendale
Community
Swimming Pool
committee for two
decades. For much
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YOUTH COUNCIL

YOUTH COUNCILLORS
SHARE IDEAS AT FUTURE
COMMUNITIES WORKSHOP

Southland’s youth have a vital role to play in
planning for the future of our District.

Chantelle was impressed with the calibre of the
youth councillors’ involvement.

Our Youth Council made a strong impression at a
future communities workshop with their elected
counterparts and key SDC staff recently, sharing
their views on what should be considered when
constructing the Long Term Plan 2031.

“They just bought such energy into the room.
They were comfortable with being able to express
their feelings and ideas to the councillors and they
challenged them constructively with a strong dialog,”
she says.

Corporate performance lead Chantelle Subritzky says
a key focus of the LTP planning was ensuring future
challenges were starting to be addressed.

“I really want them to be involved in this process –
not just at Council meetings but also some of our
community engagement going forward.”

“The youth of today are able to look further into the
future and identify the changes which are going to
happen. They are often more across the things which
are happening in that realm,” she says.

Earlier this year, the Youth Engagement Plan was
presented to councillors.

“The youth councillors were able to really bring a
future-focus angle to it all. They were talking about
things like Lime scooters, free WIFI areas and
cultural centres - things which probably hadn’t been
discussed as much in Council chambers until the
students were there.”
Ultimately, Council was embarking on an LTP
process which would impact their future.
“I relate it to the quote ‘a society grows great when
men plant trees in whose shade they know they shall
never sit’. That was the whole concept of inviting
them to the workshop. They were able to highlight
to councillors that what they did today needed to
include looking far enough into the future, rather
than just focusing on the now.”

18

“I think councillors were impressed but it was still a
relative unknown as to how it was going to manifest
so being part of this workshop was the first sign of
how we can work together strongly with our youth,”
Chantelle says.
“The schools and the teachers are so good at the
moment in broadening the perspective of students.
These guys have been living and breathing this
stuff for the last 10 years – they’re completely
across climate change, they’re completely across
technology changes, the future of where they
should go with their careers, the primary sector
trends – it’s not foreign stuff for them. They
already know how they are going to live their lives
according to these wider concepts. That’s why their
input is so valuable for us.”

RELIC RETURNS
didn’t dry out. “There are no cracks
or big splits. The bolts are still in situ.
I think I did a pretty good job.”

(From left) Phred Dobbins, Dr
Matthew Schmidt, Jo Riksem
and Elaine Hamilton with the
returned relic.

Local heritage management belongs
to locals, he says. “There’s only a
very small group of people who are
spoiling it for others.”
His visit to the island was organised
by Southland District Council
project manager Brendan Gray.
While Dr Schmidt was there he ran
a training session for contractors
and members of the public who find
historic artefacts.
There can be substantial fines
for unauthorised modification or
destruction of archaeological sites – up
to $300,000 in the worst-case scenario.

P

ublic vigilance helped to
return a stolen historical
artefact to the Stewart Island/
Rakiura community.

Heritage New Zealand’s OtagoSouthland regional archaeologist
Dr Matt Schmidt, who is based in
Dunedin, was on the island in March
to return what is believed to be a
stolen piece of the keel of the whaling
ship the Pacific, which sank in a
storm in Paterson Inlet in 1864.
The large piece of milled wood with
bolts through it had been removed
from the water near the known site
of the shipwreck. Heritage New
Zealand was alerted after island
residents spotted suspicious activity
out on the water and Department of
Conservation ranger Phred Dobbins
went to take a closer look.
Dr Schmidt says it took a team effort
to recover the piece. “It was like a
car chase without the gunfight to get
hold of it,’’ he says.
He worked with the community, DOC
and Maritime New Zealand to “acquire
the piece before it left Invercargill”.

He was alerted as a result of the
good relationship he’d established
with the Stewart Island/Rakiura
community. On a previous work
trip to the island he’d asked locals
to help protect from scavengers the
historical site at the Whalers Base in
Paterson Inlet by keeping an eye out
for suspicious behaviour.
“The community here are quite
aware of their heritage,” he says.
Locals knew what to look for and
quickly reported the removal of what
is believed to be a section of keel
from the wreck of the Pacific.
Pre-1900 shipwrecks are protected
by law in the Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. However,
the conservation of European
artefacts from before 1900 does not
attract any government funding.

The immediate steps are to stop work,
secure the site and contact Heritage
New Zealand. For taonga or artefacts
of Maori origin, there is a process of
registering the item with the Ministry
of Culture and Heritage and liaising
with iwi. Often an artefact returns to
the community where it was found
and many iwi are happy for taonga to
go on public display.
It’s import to record where and
how an item is found, Dr Schmidt
says. “There are so many collections
in museums that don’t have a
provenance. We actually don’t know
where they come from.”
There’s also an element of prestige for
the finder. “When you find something
report it, then you become part of the
history of that taonga or artefact. Your
name becomes permanently associated
with it and you’re giving a gift of
heritage to the island.”

Dr Schmidt took advice from
two of Australasia’s best marine
archaeologists, Matt Carter and
Andy Dodd, and preserved the relic
himself, slowly, over about a year.
He used wet towels, face cloths and a
garden sprayer to make sure the wood

WHAT TO DO
If you find an unidentified archaeological site during earthworks, you should stop work immediately, shut
down all machinery, secure the area and advise the site manager.
The site manager should then notify Heritage New Zealand Otago/Southland archaeologist Dr Matthew
Schmidt on 027 240 8715.
For more information, go Southland District Council’s website: www.southlanddc.govt.nz
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Fiordland’s community board is
building a plan for the future.
Nine new community boards will be
established in Southland District for the
2019 local body elections in October,
and the current Te Anau Community
Board has been busy creating a plan for
the future of the area.
Te Anau Community Board chair
Sarah Greaney said after a lot of
discussion, review and analysis,
the board had come up with four
community outcomes which focus on
the direction it wants to move in.
They are:
• to enhance Fiordland’s unique

culture and lifestyle

• to enable a platform for sustainable

economic growth across industry,
tourism and communities

• to encourage and support its

communities to become leaders in
environmental sustainability

• to future-proof functionality and

connectivity throughout the area.

“These four outcomes, based on all
the feedback we received last year
from residents, stakeholders and
visitors, set the overarching goals we
want to reach for our community,”
Mrs Greaney said.
“They will help us to set priorities
around which project to do first and
what direction we go in.”
Some of the work-ons that fall under
these outcomes include looking at
opportunities for affordable housing,
completing an airport feasibility
study around future development,
implementing projects to develop an
attractive and cohesive town, liaising
with the Department of Conservation
around enhancing the front country
“window”, engaging with schools
and community groups to work on
sustainability projects, reviewing
existing recycling options and facilities
and completing a gap analysis around
connectivity in the area.
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Project priorities and scoping are the
next step in this plan and the new
Fiordland board will talk with the
community about these after the
elections in October.
The community was asked early last
year what it wanted for Te Anau in
the future and all the feedback and
ideas were gathered together and
reviewed against the current key
needs for the town and prioritised
based on those needs. The board also
considered what ideas were in and
out of scope as some were clearly
something for private enterprise. The
financial impact on ratepayers was
also considered, as many ideas needed
substantial and sustainable funding
and the board looked at what would
give best bang for their buck.
“One of the key elements will be
to build and develop partnerships
with key stakeholders so we can
work together to grow the area in
a planned, considered way,” Mrs
Greaney said.
Plans are being developed for all
nine Southland District community
boards that will be established
before the elections in October.
They are Fiordland, Ardlussa,
Northern, Oraka-Aparima, Oreti,
Stewart Island/Rakiura, TuatapereTe Waewae, Waihopai Toetoe and
Wallace-Takitimu.

A great
chance
to chat
consultation, probably in August.
Freedom camping, a perceived
shortage of toilets and facilities
and people dumping rubbish in
public areas were other hot topics
of discussion.

Under the old rules, all rural
roads in New Zealand had a
100kmh speed limit unless
special circumstances applied.

T

he Waikawa Museum and
Information Centre provided the
perfect setting for a recent Council
drop-in session.

Council staff and local ward councillors
Paul Duffy and Julie Keast were on hand
to discuss a range of issues with residents
and ratepayers of the historic seaside
settlement at the south-western edge of
the Catlins.
Council roading team members were keen
to get feedback on proposed speed limit
changes for the area.

The government’s Safer
Journeys Action Plan aims
to reduce the number and
severity of crashes on roads,
and following a review of
rural roads in the Southland
District some lowered speed
limits are proposed.
As a result of feedback received
at the Waikawa drop-in session,
Council staff have revised
the proposed speed limit for
the settlement. The proposal,
along with all the other
proposed speed limit changes
in the District, will need to be
approved by Council before
going out to the public for full

Some felt freedom camping
should never have been allowed
in the Waikawa domain, while
others advocated a user-pays
approach. Several people agreed
that the term “freedom camping”
should be changed to “responsible
camping’’ and wanted to see
direction from the government
to create national consistency in
freedom camping rules.
Meanwhile, a development
project at Waikawa domain was
on track to be completed in
June. Contractors were putting
a gravelled hardstand area in
place to enable parking near
the domain toilets and a new
sewage disposal field was being
constructed on the western
boundary of the domain.
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BUILDING SOLUTIONS

Up

to
code
with Michael Marron

News from Southland District
Council’s building solutions team.
USEFUL FEEDBACK
Senior building solutions staff, Council’s
group manager of environmental services
Bruce Halligan and a senior councillor
met with local representatives of the
certified builders, master builders and
architectural design sector to discuss
Council’s building consent processing.
This was a very constructive
discussion, and the input from those
sector professionals on behalf of
the industry is greatly appreciated.

This type of dialogue helps
the building solutions team to
improve the service provided to
valued customers.
IANZ REACCREDITATION
Further to recent First Edition
articles, a key focus for the
building solutions team is clearing
items identified during the recent
two-yearly reaccreditation audit
by International Accreditation
New Zealand (IANZ). A
clearance plan has been submitted
to IANZ and the SDC team
is working through the issues.
Ensuring processing times are
being complied with is a key area
of focus.
CONSENT PROCESSING
Some processing of building
consent applications is being
outsourced by Council to a
private company known as the
Solutions Team, which is based
in Christchurch. The reasons for
doing this are to try to ensure that
processing times meet or improve
on statutory timeframes, to ease

pressures on internal SDC processing
staff, and to ensure that internal staff
are not processing consents beyond
their current competency levels.
Solutions Team undertakes this type
of processing work for a number of
councils, including from as far north
as Auckland.
ELECTRONIC PROCESSING
Many of the building solutions team’s
processes remain largely manual, with
Council requiring hard copy consents
to be lodged under current systems
and processes. We’re very conscious
of the strong demand for the ability
to lodge applications online, and the
benefits which could flow for both
customers and staff from electronic
lodgement and processing. A project
team is being formed to progress this,
and this team is in the early stages of
assessment of the relative merits of
various approaches. Neighbouring
Southland councils are at similar
stages so it is hoped that some
regional synergies can be achieved.
• Michael Marron is Southland
District Council’s team leader,
building solutions

Booking a building inspection
Phone us on 0800 732 732 at least 48 hours, and preferably 72 hours, before you require the
inspection. Bookings can also be made by emailing building-cs@southlanddc.govt.nz
Please note that no bookings will now be accepted directly through an individual inspector.
The call taker will require the person
requesting the inspection to provide
the building consent number, the
address of the property the work
is being carried out at, the type of
inspection required, the day the
inspection is required and the contact
details of the person who will be on site.
The building inspector will contact the
person who will be on site before 5pm
on the working day preceding the day
that the inspection is due to take place,
to confirm the time of the inspection.
It is imperative that the stamped
consented drawings are on site to
allow the inspector to carry out
their inspection.

How it works
If you need an inspection on a Thursday, contact us no later than
5pm on the Monday beforehand, and preferably earlier than this.
See the table below.
Book inspection no later than
5pm on
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Inspection day following
booking
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

SDC’s building solutions receives a lot of communication. We highly value our contact with our
customers, but so we can efficiently process and record it all we ask that all inquiries regarding
inspection notices be emailed to us at: building-cs@southlanddc.govt.nz.
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ROAD SAFETY SOUTHLAND

SAVING LIVES FOCUS
OF ROAD SAFETY WEEK

New Zealand’s horrific road toll is
a confronting statistic.
Road Safety Southland advisor
Maureen Deuchrass hopes
awareness raised during last
month’s Global Road Safety Week
will have an impact.

been extremely satisfying to see
how they have embraced the
programme and what it’s trying to
achieve,” Maureen says.
“Kids are like sponges – you teach
them the right thing to do and they’re
proud to do it,” Maureen says.

“Too many people are dying.
Forty-five people were killed on
our roads in April alone this year –
that’s unacceptable and we need to
change it,” she says.

“We often find these kids teaching
their parents and older siblings a
lesson or two about road safety
and it all helps raise awareness and
ultimately save lives.”

The Leadership for Road Safety
theme initiated globally aimed to
provide a vision of what the future
might look like and to mobilise
action to achieve it.

Potentially life-saving messages
were reinforced in Southland
kindergartens during the annual
Bright Sparks Road Safety
Programme – a local initiative
proudly partnered by Road Safety
Southland, New Zealand Police,
Plunket and Kindergarten South.

“Leadership is vital to advancing
road safety here in Southland,
nationally and worldwide. We all
have a role to play,” Maureen says.
“Our goal is to generate a demand
from the public for stronger
leadership for road safety.”

Players from the Ascot Park Hotel
Southern Steel were ambassadors
for the programme.

Throughout our District, kids
were the focus with Road Safety
Southland promoting the concept
of becoming road safety champions.

Bright Sparks was an opportunity
for children and their families to
practise safe and responsible road
safety skills such as making it click,
or actively saying stop, look, listen
and decide before crossing the road.

“We’ve had a fantastic week
in our District working with
so many kids and adults – it’s

The road show also encouraged
parents to get their child restraints
checked as well as reinforcing the

importance of keeping driveways
play free zones in order to avoid
driveway runovers.
In the teenage ranks, the RYDA
programme, staged in Invercargill
and Gore, featured a series of
practical and powerful workshops
to challenge high school students
to change the way they think
about road safety.
Hundreds of students from local
secondary schools attended.
Laying the foundation for safe
road use throughout their lives,
RYDA concentrates on cognition
development, building and
increasing social competency and
resilience and motivating low risk
behaviour. Facilitators work with
students to develop and practise
personalised strategies and life
skills which will help them
respond positively to challenges
on the road, both as drivers and
highly influential passengers.
“These guys will spend a lot of
time driving on our roads in
the future and we need to make
sure they’re prepared for the
responsibility that comes with
getting behind the wheel or
even just getting into a vehicle,”
Maureen says.
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VENTURE SOUTHLAND

SOUTHERN
SCENIC ROUTE
ON SHOW IN CHILE
A

recent
international
seminar for scenic
travelling routes had a
distinctive Kiwi flavour.

Venture Southland
tourism and events
manager Warrick Low
at the CORFO seminar
in Chile.

The seminar, held in
Puerto Varas, Chile,
focused on developing
scenic routes in
southern Chile. It used
the Southern Scenic
Route as an example of
a successful initiative
to aspire to.
To gain further
insight about the
southern route,
Venture Southland
tourism and events
manager Warrick
Low was sponsored
by Production
Development
Corporation
(CORFO), a Chilean
governmental
organisation, to attend
and share his experience in marketing
the Southern Scenic Route.
Presenting to an audience of more
than 200, Mr Low shared the history
of the route, the collaborative nature
of governing and marketing the
experience to tourists all over the
world, and the role the scenic route
plays in destination promotion.
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While sharing insight
into the success of
the Southern Scenic
Route, Mr Low said
he was confident
Chile could also gain
the same benefits and
recognition for their
Scenic Lakes and
Volcanoes route.
“Tourists in the world
are looking for new
things. It’s no longer
about luxuries or
buying souvenirs,
it is about giving
people experiences,
and this, like with
southern New
Zealand, can be found
in Chile with the
Lagos and Volcanoes
destination,” he said.

put Southland, New Zealand, on the
world-wide map,” Mr Low said.
The concept of the Southern
Scenic Route was developed by the
Tuatapere community in 1985, in an
attempt to create awareness and drive
diversification and economic benefits
for those in the area.

The Southern Scenic Route is now
recognised as one of the top 10
self-drive routes in the world. Mr
Low told the seminar the route is
an iconic feature of southern New
Zealand and significant for building
tourism in the area.

Mr Low said the route was now
an excellent example of tourism
collaboration with five regional tourism
offices involved in the management
of the route, and partnerships with
councils, the NZ Transport Agency,
Department of Conservation and
nearby tourism operators.

“The establishment of the route has
encouraged many long-term benefits
for operators, tourism entrepreneurs
and communities, and has helped to

“It’s a great example of a communityled initiative which has developed
into a world-class experience for
travellers,” he said.

A key objective of
the seminar was to
lay the groundwork
for the Scenic
Lakes and Volcanoes route to be
considered world standard. Mr
Low appreciated the opportunity to
contribute to this approach.

“It’s great for
Southland that the
Southern Scenic
Route, even half
the world away,
is considered a
benchmark for
others to aspire to.”
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STEWART ISLAND SUPPORTIVE
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Proposed rule changes to the District Plan
have been supported by Stewart Islanders.
Southland District Council staff presented
to key stakeholders, island residents
and property owners in May as part of
preliminary consultation for a proposed plan
change relating to lighting on Stewart Island.
Officially recognising the exceptional
quality of its pristine night sky, the
International Dark Sky Association (IDA)
confirmed in January thatr Stewart Island/
Rakiura had been successful in earning
International Dark Sky Sanctuary status –
just the fifth, and only the second island
sanctuary, in the world.
Resource management planner Margaret
Ferguson said the proposed changes to the
District Plan would support the accreditation
status as it would mean future development
complied with its requirements.
“Feedback from the community is
important. This was a chance to test the
proposed rules and see if they are practical
and also flag any concerns which might
arise,” she says.
“Overall, the attendees were supportive of
the proposed changes to the District Plan
and noted how they would enable the Dark
Skies Accreditation status that the island
currently enjoys to be retained.”

Some of the key points raised were in relation
to practical suggestions of how the rules
could be reworded for clarity and what would
be needed for the public to be able to meet
them, such as a guide with example lights that
meet requirements.
Discussion also centred around sources of
light outside of the jurisdiction of Council
to regulate, such as cruise ships, and what
opportunities there are for the Stewart Island
Promotions Association, which manages the
Dark Skies Accreditation process, to deal
with it.
While the night sky wasn’t currently
compromised by light emitted from Oban
township, Council had initiated the proposed
plan change to establish rules to protect it
into the future.
Changes included using warm white light and
time limit controls, pointing lights down, and
having all fixtures fully shielded and outdoor
lighting directed away from other properties.
While no light-spill was permitted beyond
the horizontal plane, maritime and aviation
navigational aids would be the exception.
The draft provisions are anticipated to be
presented to Council in July to go out for full
public consultation.

WAIPANGO GATES
The World War I memorial
gates from the former Wild
Bush School at Waipango
now stand proudly among
the graves of fellow diggers
at Riverton Cemetery.

led by Janice Templeton
with speakers including
Southland District Mayor
Gary Tong and Riverton/
Aparima Community
Board chair Blair Stewart.

The gates were originally
erected in 1923, swung
on pillars bearing plaques
with the names of 42
soldiers from the area who
served in World War I,
nine of whom made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Mr Eade and his aunt,
Colleen Hillis (nee Molloy)
had the honour of cutting
the ribbon to officially
declare the gates reopened.
Mr Eade’s wife Betty and
three grandchildren laid the
wreath while piper Bruce
Fraser played the lament and
Ernest Willis read the prayer.

Ann Hopcroft, Tom Eade and Janice Templeton at the newly
rededicated gates.

The school closed in 1947
and the site was later used
for a community hall,
which was closed in 1998.

Mr Eade had help to
manage the restoration
project from Mrs Templeton
and her sister-in-law Ann
Hopcroft. It became a real
community effort, with
Aparima Engineering,
McGregor Concrete and
Lions club members
helping Mr Eade with the
construction work.

Tom Eade, who lives
at Waipango and who
had family members
who fought in the war,
recovered two of the three
gates, which had started to
fall into disrepair, and put
them in storage. The third
gate was incomplete.
His long-term goal was
to have the gates restored
and relocated.
On Saturday 13 April 2019
Mr Eade got his wish when
the gates were rededicated
in their new home at
the Riverton Cemetery.
A big crowd turned out
to witness the unveiling
ceremony, which was

Tom Eade speaks to the crowd.

Funding came from ward
councillor Nick Perham,
Southland District Council
and the Southland Regional
Heritage Committee. The
community board, which
administers the cemetery,
will maintain the gates.
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SHORT

STUFF

Potting mix risk
The tragic death of a Christchurch gardener
from Legionnaires’ disease (legionellosis)
has prompted a general alert to consumers
about the risks of using pot mix. Lizzie
Wilson, spokesperson for the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Safer Homes Programme,
says: “Pot mix is a common gardening supply
which is also sold as potting soil or potting
compost. People need to follow the product’s
instructions and labelling appropriately to keep
themselves and family safe. This tragic incident
highlights the importance of using safety gear
when using gardening products around the
home, which in the case of pot mix should
extend to wearing gloves and face protection.’’
General gardening product safety information
is available on the Environmental Protection
Authority website: epa.govt.nz/everydayenvironment/gardening-products/

HONOURS FOR TRUST
The South Catlins Charitable Trust gained further
national acclaim for its Tumu Toka Curioscape project
when it was named runner-up at the Trustpower
National Community Awards in Tauranga. The South
Catlins trust was up against 25 other groups from around
the country. It won $2500. Trustpower community
and communications manager Emily Beaton says the
South Catlins Charitable Trust stood out for its efforts
to preserve Curio Bay’s pristine natural environment
while catering to a growing number of visitors. It’s not
the first time the trust’s Curio Bay project has gained
national recognition. In April 2018 it won the award for
Best Practice Integrated Planning and Investigations at
the New Zealand Planning Institute Awards. More than a
decade in the making, the Tumu Toka Curioscape Visitor
Centre development included the natural heritage
centre, a new wastewater treatment plant, car park,
ablution block, walking tracks and signage and penguin
habitat planting. The project was a collaboration
between the South Catlins Charitable Trust, Southland
District Council and the Department of Conservation,
supported by Venture Southland, the Awarua rūnanga,
and local volunteers.

A Safer and Healthier Gardening guide
produced by the Ministry of Health is available
at: healthed.govt.nz/resource/safer-andhealthier-gardening

Canada exchange
Rex Capil, general manager community and futures, has been awarded a SOLGM Overseas
Manager Exchange. Mr Capil was announced as the recipient at the SOLGM Local
Government Excellence Awards in Auckland recently. He will travel to British Columbia
in Canada next year. The judges commended Mr Capil on his engaging objectives and
expectations for the exchange, including exploring people, places and spaces; wellbeing,
future disruptors and how councils can respond to these challenges. “He showed a good
understanding of being a New Zealand ambassador and how he could showcase New
Zealand local government in his place and space of Southland,” they told LG Magazine.
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(SIESA) accounts
Did you know your SIESA account can now be emailed
straight to your inbox? You’ve got the power to change.
Registering for emailed invoices is as simple as visiting
the SIESA page on our website www.southlanddc.govt.
nz. You’ll then get a confirmation email from our friendly
team. Emailed accounts for Stewart Island residents
started on April 29 so make the switch today.

@

New citizens
Twenty-two new New
Zealanders have sworn the
oath of allegiance to Her
Majesty the Queen, her heirs
and successors at recent
citizenship ceremonies led by
Mayor Gary Tong at Southland
District Council. A broad range
of nationalities has been
represented at the ceremonies,
including people originally
from Australia, Great Britain,
the Philippines, South Africa,
Fiji, Germany, Luxembourg,
Ireland and Malaysia.
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GETTING
READY TO
RESPOND
mergency Management Southland is working alongside
communities to develop community response plans that
will help them respond to, and recover from, the impacts
of a civil defence emergency.

We’ve all seen how communities from throughout New Zealand
have stepped up and responded when anything devastating has
happened in their region. We know that a similar response would
come from those living in Southland, because that’s what we do
down here. However, the value of having conversations with
communities before an emergency and putting some planning in
place is invaluable for everyone who may be involved.
In each area we start with a conversation about the potential risks
that may impact people’s lives and the lives of those around them.
We also provide guidance on what to do when the never happen,
happens, and the steps people can take to support themselves and
their neighbours.
By being involved in community response planning, people can
learn about what they can do to make sure their family, whanau
and community are prepared for an emergency. We identify places
where communities can gather to support each other and make sure
we can communicate in an emergency.
To date we have met and discussed emergency planning with 10
communities in the District and we are consulting with the Lumsden
and Wallacetown areas about their planning. These plans contain a
short description of the community, information about key hazards
and risks, the locations of community emergency hubs and important
contact information to help the community respond effectively.
We will continue to support communities with future planning
but have a sense of security in knowing that in an event, our
communities are more than capable of looking after each other until
additional support arrives.
If you’d like to find out more about community response planning
in your area, contact Aly Curd, community advisor at Emergency
Management Southland aly.curd@cdsouthland.nz
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Southland District Council has
a range of scholarships and
grants available for residents of
Southland District.
Full details, criteria and application
forms are available on our website:

SDC GRANT FUNDING

southlanddc.govt.nz > My Council
> Funding & Grants

Community
Initiatives Fund

For more information on any of
these funds and scholarships,
call Bronwyn Affleck at Venture
Southland 03 2111 426

Available for community
facilities or amenities.
Applications close 31 March
and 30 September.

Sport NZ – Rural Travel Fund
Available to assist with transport expenses associated with
participating in regular local competitions. Ages 5-19.
Applications close 31 March and 30 September.

District Heritage Fund
Available to support the conservation of
heritage collections and encourage the
development and application of professional
museum standards. Applications close 31
March and 30 September.

Creative Communities
Available for arts and cultural projects and
initiatives which stimulate and
strengthen local arts activity
and participation.
Applications close 31 March and
30 September.

SDC SCHOLARSHIPS/BURSARIES
Centennial Bursary
Two scholarships valued at
$2,000 each, awarded annually.
Applications close 20 December.

OTHER
OPPORTUNITIES
Community Housing
Southland District Council has community
housing in Edendale, Lumsden, Otautau, Ohai,
Nightcaps, Riversdale, Riverton, Tuatapere,
Winton and Wyndham.
While priority is given to senior citizens,
you may still be eligible.
		
		
		
		
		

To find out more or to make
an application, visit any
Southland District
Council office or
call 0800 732 732.

SDC Eric Hawkes
Memorial Outward
Bound Scholarship
Two scholarships in this category:
one for 18 to 26 years and one for
27 years and over. Applications
close 20 December.

Contestable fund of up to
$2,500 annually.
Applications
close 20
December.

Stewart Island/Rakiura Visitor Levy Fund
Available to support activities and facilities for the benefit of visitors to Stewart
Island; and activities and facilities that mitigate the adverse effects of visitors
on the environment. Applications close 31 March each year.

Northern Southland
Development Fund
Available for the development
of initiatives which benefit the
residents of the Northern Southland
Development Fund area (represented
by the Southland District Council
Five Rivers ward and the Dipton
Community Levy area). Applications
close 31 March and 30 September.

Contact us
0800 732 732
District libraries: 0800 732 542
Rural fire permits: 0800 773 363
All offices:

Valmai Robertson
Arts Scholarship

@

Ohai Railway Fund
Available for residents of the
former Ohai Railway Board area, for
the development of community
facilities, programmes and other
activities, tertiary education and
employment training.
Applications close 31 March and
30 September.

0800 732 329
sdc@southlanddc.govt.nz
southlanddc.govt.nz
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HONOURING SALLY
THE ELEPHANT
The subject of folklore for decades, Sally
the circus elephant has now been officially
honoured in Riversdale.
Councillor Brian Dillon was joined by children from
Riversdale School on 12 April to unveil a memorial
plaque for Sally near her final resting place. It was just
five days shy of the 59th anniversary of the mighty
creature’s death.
Sally was one of nine elephants travelling with the Bullen
Brothers Circus which arrived in Riversdale on 17 April,
1960. A three-ton Asian elephant, she was born in the
wild in 1935.
After being unloaded and leashed at the railway siding,
Sally unfortunately drank from nearby drums which
previously contained weedkiller. Despite the efforts of her
circus family and local residents, she collapsed and died.
She was buried on the Simmonds family farm – the
considerable logistics of transporting a three-ton elephant
dictating options to a site nearby.
Phillip Bullen’s parents worked with the circus.
“Mum has told me that Sally was a beautiful, quiet
elephant that she rode in the act for years,” he recalled.
“Dad says she was a good working elephant on put ups
and pull downs. Dad believes it was the year he was in
hospital with the bear bite. He
was there when she died and
has told me he took photos
of them trying to keep her up
with tractors.”
Tony Ratcliffe, well known in the
circus industry as ‘the elephant man’,
applauded the addition of the memorial sign.
“I’ve got to take my hat off to the Southland District
Council,” he told The Ensign.
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“I think it’s great what they did because she will be part of
the history of Riversdale and she’ll be remembered.
“It’s very moving.”
Councillor Dillon initiated the sign, which was then
researched by SDC’s communications team.
Senior graphic designer Donna Hawkins developed the
artwork, now installed on the Alex McLennan walking
track about 450m up Nine Mile Road. A smaller sign has
also been erected in the township itself.
It remains a project she is proud of.
“My first reaction when councillor Dillon told me there
was an elephant buried in Riversdale was ‘no way, we don’t
have elephants in New Zealand’, so being a part of this
project was very enlightening,” Donna says.
“It even took us on a virtual journey to Australia by
talking to the Bullen family and, most importantly,
it highlighted the need for small towns to keep their
history alive.
“Who would have ever thought there really is an elephant
buried in Riversdale.”

