
 

The District’s transport network provides for the movement of people, goods and services and includes 

land, air and water-borne forms of transportation.  The key elements of the transport network are 

transport infrastructure, transport modes and transport movements.  The network plays a vital role in 

enabling the effective and efficient functioning of the District and supports socio-economic wellbeing and 

growth through facilitating connections between home, employment, commercial, educational, 

recreational and cultural activities, as well as routes for visitors to or through the District.  The transport 

network is an essential element of the region’s engineering lifelines and provides essential access both 

during and following a natural hazard event.  The benefits of maintaining an efficient transport network 

should be balanced with the adverse effects that can arise through development, operation, maintenance 

and upgrading.   

An integrated, safe, responsive and sustainable transport network. 

Recognise the benefits of a safe and efficient transport network.   

Explanation:  The transport network gives rise to a range of positive socio-economic effects which can 

be maintained and potentially enhanced, through the provision of safe and efficient transport movements.  

This includes the reduction of potential hazards or distractions to users and the provision of infrastructure 

which suitably reflects transport modes and movements.   

Recognise benefits from the development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of the transport 

network, whilst avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse effects on the environment. 

Explanation:  The transport network plays a vital role in the functioning of the District, however, it can 

give rise to adverse effects on the environment, including effects on water quality, natural character, 

amenity values and community severance.  The development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of 

every facet of the transport network should give careful consideration to the reduction of any such effects.  

Particular consideration should be given to adverse effects on public health and safety.  The consideration 

of the impact of natural hazards on the transport network is considered under Policy INF.4 and Objective 

NHZ.1. 

Manage subdivision, land use and development to achieve integration with the transport network. 

Explanation:  Careful consideration should be given to the location, nature and design of subdivision, 

land use and development to ensure appropriate integration with the transport network.  Activities should 

achieve appropriate accessibility and connectivity, to and from the network.   

The New Zealand Building Code, District Plan and Southland District Council’s Subdivision, Land Use 

and Development Bylaw 2012 provide guidance on this.  The integration of activities and the transport 

network support best practice urban design.  Where appropriate integration is not achieved, adverse 

effects on the transport network can arise.   



Protect the transport network from incompatible land use, subdivision and development.   

Explanation:  The transport network can give rise to reverse sensitivity issues.  Typically this arises where 

incompatible land use, subdivision or development occurs in the vicinity of the transport network.  Often 

it may be inappropriate for noise sensitive activities to be located adjacent to the transport network.  To 

ensure the ongoing development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of the transport network, the 

presence and function of the network should be recognised and, where possible, adverse effects should be 

reduced. 

Recognise the benefits of transport choice. 

Explanation:  Land use, subdivision and development should provide transport choices through 

connections and accessibility to a range of transport modes such as cycling and walking networks, road 

and rail corridors and public transport routes.  Transport choice can promote the efficient development 

and operation of the transport network and movement of people, goods and services.   

Rules relating to Transportation are contained within the Urban Zone, Rural Zone, Fiordland/Rakiura 

Zone, Industrial Zone, including the Edendale Development Concept Plan, Infrastructure and Subdivision 

sections of the District Plan. 


