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Welcome to Trail Talk  A monthly newsletter all about the Around the Mountains Cycle Trail. This
newsletter contains information and updates about construction and work on the trail, as well as other
aspects including work being carried out with businesses and tourism interests.

April 2015

View in your browser

Further delays
cause frustration
Frustrations are mounting as construction

appealed again. It is getting very

of the Oreti River section of Stage Two of
the Around the Mountains Cycle Trail

frustrating.”

has been delayed again.

The consent was to construct and use a
cycle trail, construct seven bridges and

The section of trail had been
granted a resource consent by
an independent commissioner but this
has been appealed by Fish & Game,
stalling progress again.

an underpass, to extract 2000 cubic
metres of gravel and to construct culverts
and boardwalks within road reserve.

Southland District Council Services and
Assets Manager Ian Marshall said it was
disappointing that the trail was being
stalled by Fish & Game.
“When Fish & Game first objected to our
proposal in 2011 we investigated and
found ways to mitigate their concerns.

Had no appeals been lodged the trail was
expected to be completed by the end of
the year, but this would no longer be the
case. However there have been
assurances from the Prime Minister that
government funding of $4.2 million would
not be affected.
Funding is still being sought to cover
remaining construction costs.

They still weren’t happy and made
submissions in opposition at the hearing
held in front of an independent
commissioner who ruled that we could

We are hoping to work with Fish & Game
to come to an arrangement that suits
both parties, Mr Marshall said.

proceed but now Fish & Game have

Construction of stage two of the Around
the Mountains Cycle Trail is continuing.
Work is underway on sections 6 and 7
of the second stage of the trail, from
Mossburn to Centre Hill Road.
Bridges are nearly completed, piles are
in for boardwalks, and track construction
from Centre Hill Road back towards
Mossburn is well underway.
Autumn and winter will present

challenges due to the weather so it
was important to get work underway.
Construction is likely to be completed in
July.

A bumper summer
A bumper tourist season in the Deep South was also noticed by
accommodation providers on the first section of the Around the Mountains
Cycle Trail.
Southland had the largest growth in regional guest nights compared to the rest
of New Zealand in February. Guest nights for the region grew 13.7 percent
compared with the same time last year.
Venture Southland Tourism, Events and Community Manager Bobbi Brown
said there has been a lot of positive feedback from accommodation providers
over summer.
“It’s been a big season, but we don’t know if it’s due to cyclists or a rise in
visitors relating to the Chinese New Year,” she said.
“We want to build on the positivity and momentum of this.”
She said now was a good time for people interested in getting into the
accommodation market to be thinking about what they could do and to begin
preparations.
Venture Southland can assist those who would like more information on setting
up a new business.

Partnership programme progresses
Proposed guidelines for the Around the Mountains Cycle Trail Official
Partner Programme will soon be released to potential stakeholders.
The programme is designed to acknowledge businesses and supporting
industries which provide a high level of service or product to those using
the cycle trail.
Southland District Council Policy and Community Group Manager Rex
Capil said it also provides opportunities for businesses to tap into the
cycle trail market.
“It’s important to have good infrastructure and also good service delivery
to enhance the cycle trail experience. For the trail to be successful we
need quality accommodation, cafés and other experiences and activities.”
It’s hoped guidelines can be presented to potential partners for feedback
in the next six weeks.
“We’re looking at the best way to build and develop the network without
being burdensome on our key partners.”
The Official Partner Programme is a joint project of the Around the
Mountains Cycle Trail Ltd, Southland District Council and Venture
Southland.
Businesses and organisations typically associated with the trail will be
split into two groups: accommodation providers and activity operators, and
food and beverage providers.
Official partners will be included in marketing and promotion of the trail
and will be able to use the official partner logo which shows they have met
standards defined by the guidelines.
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