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1.1

The Council recognises that the keeping of dogs is a positive part of the life of many Southlanders.
Whether as working dogs or companions, dogs under responsible ownership can have a positive
role in society and provide assistance, enjoyment and health benefits to many individuals and
families.

1.2

The Council is also mindful of the need to minimise the adverse impacts dogs can have on
communities.
The Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act) requires that the Council have a dog control policy in its
district. In adopting the policy the Council must have regard to.
(a) The need to minimise danger, distress, and nuisance to the community generally; and
(b) The need to avoid the inherent danger in allowing dogs to have uncontrolled access to public
places that are frequented by children, whether or not the children are accompanied by adults;
and
(c) The importance of enabling, to the extent that is practicable, the public (including families) to
use streets and public amenities without fear of attack or intimidation by dogs; and
(d) The exercise and recreational needs of dogs and their owners.

1.3

The intention of this policy is to strike the proper balance between the need to control dogs and
the recognition of the overall benefits of responsible dog ownership.

1.4

Any word used in this policy document that is defined in the Act has the meaning given to it by
that Act.

The Council’s objective is to encourage responsible dog ownership that allows dog owners to
enjoy their dogs without impinging on the enjoyment and safety of others.
Responsible dog owners will:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Register and microchip their dogs.
Ensure that the dogs always wear a current registration tag.
Provide their dogs with sufficient food, water, shelter and exercise.
Make sure that their dogs do not become a nuisance or danger to people or animals.
Comply with the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Council’s Dog Control Bylaws.

3.1

The Council must have bylaws to give effect to its Dog Control Policy. It is intended that the Dog
Control Bylaw 2015 be enacted to reflect the contents of this policy document.

3.2

The Act specifies matters for which bylaws may be made. The bylaws apply to all dog owners in
the District and will be enforced using the full range of enforcement mechanisms available to the
Council.

3.3

The following issues have been identified which will be dealt with by the bylaws:
(a) Minimum standards of accommodation for dogs.
(b) Prohibiting dogs from specified public places.

(c) Regulating and controlling dogs in other public places.
(d) Requiring the removal of dog faeces from public places.
(e) Prohibiting female dogs in season and diseased dogs from public places unless confined or
permission granted.
(f) Regulating the number of dogs that may be kept on any premises.
(g) Requiring the neutering of uncontrolled and menacing dogs.

4.1

This policy identifies public places in the Southland District where dogs are prohibited or must be
controlled on a leash. It also designates dog exercise areas where dogs may be exercised off the
leash, provided they are under control.

4.2

No person may take a dog (not including a dog confined in a vehicle or cage) into any public place
specified in Schedule 1 or 2 as prohibited except –
i. any working dog while it is under the control of its owner or handler; or
ii. a public place not under the control of the Council where the person in charge of that
place has given permission for the dog to be there and the presence of the dog is in
accordance with the conditions (if any) of that permission.

4.3

No person shall take any female dog in season or a diseased dog into any public place unless –
i. that dog is completely confined in a vehicle or cage for the purposes of transportation; or
ii. that dog is in a public place not under the control of the Council where the person in
charge of that place has given permission for the dog to be there and the presence of the
dog is in accordance with the conditions (if any) of that permission..

4.4

No person shall take a dog into any public place specified in Schedule 1 or 2 as an on-leash only
area unless the dog is controlled on a leash except –
i. any dog confined in a vehicle or cage; or
ii. any working dog while it is under the control of its owner or handler.

4.5

The owner of any dog (including a dog classified as a menacing or dangerous dog that is muzzled)
may take that dog in any public place specified in Schedules 1 or 2 as a designated dog exercise
area provided that dog is kept under control.

4.6

Except as provided for in Schedules 1 and 2, dogs must be under control at all times and may be
off a leash.

4.7

The Council may from time to time by public notice prohibit or impose additional conditions on
the taking of dogs to any of the areas in Schedules 1 and 2 and walking tracks, picnic areas and
roads under the control of the Council and those conditions shall apply accordingly as if they are
conditions specified in the Schedules.
The Council may from time to time by public notice make temporary changes to Schedules 1 and
2 in relation to leisure and culture events (including dog friendly events), dog training, threatened
or ‘at risk’ protected wildlife vulnerable to dogs, and pest control. Those changes shall apply as if
they are conditions specified in the Schedules.
In this clause, public notice means one or more clearly legible notices affixed in one or more
conspicuous places on, or adjacent to, the area to which the notice relates.

4.8

The Fiordland and Rakiura National Parks are within the Southland District. The Parks comprise
large areas of Fiordland and Stewart Island respectively. The boundaries of both parks can be
ascertained by referring to the maps on the website of the Department of Conservation at
www.doc.govt.nz.
Dogs are not allowed to be in national parks and the National Parks Act 1980 makes it an offence
for any owner or person in charge of a dog to have it in a national park except in the
circumstances and subject to the conditions specified in that Act.
There are some exceptions to the general rule prohibiting dogs from being in a National Park.
For example, in the context of Fiordland National Park, there are small areas at Supply Bay,
Frasers Beach, Upper Waiau River, Ewe Burn and Te Anau Downs where access by dogs may be
available by a permit issued by the Department of Conservation. All inquiries about the extent of
permitted dog access in both National Parks should be made to the Department of Conservation
offices at Invercargill, Te Anau or Oban.

4.9

In addition to the two National Parks there are areas of conservation land in the Southland District
administered by the Department of Conservation where access by dogs is controlled (by permit
issued by the Department) or open (under control everywhere and on a leash in any camping areas
and at hut sites).
The Department of Conservation has published a map on its website www.doc.govt.nz showing
the boundaries of the open and controlled access areas.
It is important that a person considering taking a dog on to any conservation land first make
inquiries of the Department of Conservation about the permit and control requirements.

5.1

The Council has adopted a registration fee structure which recognises non-working dogs and
working dogs.

5.2

As recognition of responsible dog ownership and to encourage neutering and fenced containment,
the Council will set fees for non-working dogs that may take into account the following factors:






5.3

Whether there is fencing or a fenced enclosure sufficient to contain the dog on the
premises.
Whether the dog is neutered or spayed.
Whether there has been a written warning, barking abatement notice, seizure or
infringement under the Dog Control Act 1996 within the previous two years relating to
any dog owned by the person applying for the registration.
Whether the dog has been microchipped.
A fee for late registration.

The Dog Control Act 1996 requires that all money received from dog registration fees or other
charges levied are to be applied for dog control purposes. The intention of Council is that dog
control in the District is on a user pay basis of fees and charges will be set at a level to give effect
to that intention.

6.1

Section 55 of the Dog Control Act 1996 authorises Council’s Dog Control Officers to issue an
abatement notice to any person who owns a dog which the Officer considers is causing a nuisance
by persistent and loud barking or howling. Non-compliance with this notice will result in
enforcement action.

6.2

Section 56 authorises the Officer to remove the dog from the premises if the owner takes no
action, or the nuisance is continuing and causing distress to any person.

6.3

The Council will implement these provisions on substantiated complaint.

7.1

The Dog Control Act 1996 contains provisions which enable the Council to require specific
control action be taken in respect of menacing or dangerous dogs.

7.2

A menacing dog is one that has not been classified as dangerous but which the Council considers
may pose a threat to people, stock, poultry, domestic animal or protected wildlife because of any
observed or reported behaviour of the dog, or any characteristics typically associated with the
dog’s breed or type, or belongs wholly or predominantly to one or more breeds or types listed in
Schedule 4 of the Dog Control Act 1996.

7.3

A dangerous dog is one which the Council has on sworn evidence attesting to the aggressive
behaviour by the dog, reasonable grounds to believe that it constitutes a threat to the safety of any
person, stock, poultry, domestic animal or protected wildlife or where the owner has admitted in
writing that the dog constitutes such a threat or has been convicted of an offence relating to the
dog attacking a person or animal.

7.4

The Council:



8.1

Will enforce all of the provisions of the Dog Control Act 1996 relating to dangerous and
menacing dogs.
Require all dogs classified as menacing by the Council or any other Council to be neutered and
the owner provide a veterinary certificate showing the dog has been neutered within one
month of classification.

No more than two dogs can be kept on any premises without a multiple dog licence. This
requirement does not apply to:






Dogs up to three months old.
Working dogs kept on a premises that is not in an urban area.
Any dogs kept on premises over 50 hectares.
Dogs kept temporarily on veterinary clinic premises.
A pound established under Section 67 of the Dog Control Act 1996.

8.2

The Council will issue multiple dog licences only when it is satisfied that:




The premises concerned is suitable in all respects for the keeping of the number of dogs
applied for.
The arrangements relating to the feeding shelter and exercise of the dogs are adequate.
The keeping of the number of dogs applied for will not be a nuisance or pose an undue risk to
neighbours.

8.3

A licence issued may impose any conditions that Council officers consider are reasonably
necessary taking into account the matters referred to in paragraph 8.2.

8.4

A multiple dog licence will not be transferable.

8.5

A fee will be charged for the issue and administration of a multiple dog licence.

9.1

The Council will use the full range of enforcement options available to it under the Dog Control
Act 1996 and other legislation to ensure that dog ownership in the District is undertaken in
accordance with this policy.

9.2

The Dog Control Act 1996 provides that the Council may issue infringement notices or prosecute
for, offences against the act or the Council’s bylaws.
The Council’s aim is to promote responsible dog ownership and therefore an educational advisory
approach will be taken where appropriate. However, enforcement action may be taken without
warning where:





9.3

An owner fails to register a dog.
The actions or inaction of the owner amount to a disregard to the safety or convenience of any
person or the safety of any animal.
The dog has attacked a person or animal.
There has been a deliberate attempt to circumvent the Dog Control Act 1996 or the Council
bylaws.

Dogs found at large in a public place in contravention of the Council’s bylaws may be seized and
impounded by a Dog Control Officer, Dog Ranger, or any other person authorised by the Council.

This Schedule contains general dog access rules that apply across the Southland District.

Dogs are prohibited on any playground or sports ground at all times.

Dogs must be under control and on a leash within or on all –
(a) Urban zones as identified in the Southland District Plan; and
(b) Council-controlled car parks; and
(c) Council-controlled boating areas (including any wharf, jetty, boat ramp, boat marshalling
area); and
(d) Designated freedom camping areas as defined in Council’s Camping Control Bylaw 2012.

Dogs are prohibited in all Council-controlled cemeteries and camping grounds unless permission is
obtained from the Council or signage indicates dogs are allowed and provided the person whom
the dog is accompanying complies with any reasonable conditions imposed by the Council in
relation to the entry or presence of the dog.

Every owner must comply with any restriction or prohibition of a sign to which Clause 4.7 applies.

Note: For convenience, playgrounds and the Urban Zones are shown on the maps in Schedule 2.
For technical reasons other areas that are referred to above cannot be shown.

This Schedule contains dog access rules specific to a local community that are in addition to the dog access
rules in Schedule 1.
For reference, default Schedule 1 rules have been incorporated into the maps such as playgrounds and
Urban Zones.

